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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

^ In 18<p the Alexanders bought three lots at the northwest corner 
of Third and State streets. Two local carpenters were hired to 
build a house on the corner lot/from a picture and floor plans 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander had seen in a newspaper. The four-bedroom, 
two-story frame house was completed in 1877 at a cost of $3200. 
Lcfke many houses of the late Victorian era, it is complex in 
form, with corner turret, porches'on both floors, a bay window, 
and varied texture made up of shingles, clapboards and carved 
details. It has been in the family ever since its completion 
and has been beautifully maintained./Alexanders still occupy 
the house, f
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

/Moses Alexander, the eleventh state governor of Idaho, came to 
Boise from Chillicothe, Missouri, in 1890. In 1891 he opened 
up a men's clothing store and was able to send for his family. 
Alexander did not come to Boise unprepared. Born in Germany, 
he had come to the United States at the age of fourteen, worked 
his way from clerk to partner in a clothing store in Chillicothe, 
and gained political experience as city councilman and mayor of 
the Missouri city.

His business and political career prospered further in Idaho. 
His small clothing store first expanded to a series of Main 
Street locations and later to a chain of stores in Idaho 
and eastern Oregon. His first attempt in the political arena 
in Idaho brought him the mayorality for two terms, 1897 and 
1901. After an unsuccessful campaign in 1908 he was elected gov 
ernor in 1914; a position to which he was re-elected in 1916. 
He was distinguished as being the first Jewish governor in the 
United States. f

His platform consisted mainly of reducing state appropriations, 
which he carried through by use of his vetoing power. Because 
of this he was unable to get legislative support for his pro 
gram of administrative reorganization. Re-elected in 1916, he 
gained a Democratic legislature which passed the Workman's 
Compensation Act and state insurance fund legislation.

Moses Alexander died on January 4, 1932. His son, Nathan, 
succeeded him in the family business, but never entered the 
political sphere. __
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Architecturally Significant and Historic Buildings of Boise, Idaho 
Idaho State Historical Society Information Sheets. 1970.
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

43 ° 36 ' 57 ' 116 ° 11 ' 37"
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Alexander house

CONTINUATION SHEET Description ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2

To the rear of the house and lot there is a one-story
rectangular garage approximately 15-60 feet extending the
length of the property boundary. It has shiplap siding and
a gabled roof. ,

It appears to have been built in two stages, the rear 
section approximately 27 x 15 feet, was built at about the 
time the house was constructed. On the south side of this 
rear section there is a solid door and one double-hung sash 
window. On the north side, near the rear of the building 
is another solid door. The front section, approximately 
33 x 15 feet was constructed as a garage with a concrete 
foundation and floor. On the south side of this section 
there is a door with windows and transom and two double- 
hung sash windows. A double-width automobile access 
door in the last wall opens into the building.

This garage provides a visual boundary insulating 
the house and yard from property across the alley that 
will become part of a state office building area. On that 
account, the garage contributes to the integrity of the 
house and yard as well as supplying historical material 
for the property.
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