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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if Known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fort Collins Landmark Commission claims that the Avery House is 
one of the city's best remaining examples of the colorful construction done 
during its early days and of High Victorian Gothic architecture.

It is a ono and tory (with unfinished "basement) building,
constructed on an irregular,plan. The ground floor and the dominating 
gables, centered in the front (s-oiith) and west facades, and. in the northwest 
corner of the back (north) facades are constructed of pink sandstone. 
Dominating feature of the east faco.de is a two-story, sandstone turret- 
like tower. Wherever sandstone is used, the quoins, window and door trim 
and radiating voussoirs are of a darker, rust-colored stone. A p^rch which 
turns the southeast corner on the first floor, also has rust colored stone 
balustrade, but with lighter colored stone pillars.

The hi.gh,.. hipDed. shingle roof is syrnetrical in the front (south) 
facs.de with the high center gable, a dormer on either side with overhang 
and elaborately carved trim. Similar dormers are found on the east and 
west facades. Sleeping porches and other rooms make the second floor in the 
rear (north) facade asymmetrical.

The Avery carriage .house, north of the main house, is similar in many 
ways to the main house, although in.miniature. It is square and more 
'regular in design than the main house. The ground floor is of stone and 
trimmed with the darken; rust-colored stone. There is a small porch and 
entranceway in the southwest corner. The carriage house has a symmetrical 
high-hipped roof. A dormer similar in size and appearance to those found 
on the main house is centered in the front (south) roof. Larger dormers 
with double sashes are centered on the east and west roofs. An irregular, 
elongated dormer, with two off-center windows, runs the length of the rear 
(north) roof.

The large yard also contains a highly ornamental wooden gazebo. It 
was originally built by Avery, and has been rebuilt and repainted in .recent 
years by the students who reside in the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The local landmark commission and historical society "believe that the
House is one_ of the. best remaining examples of Victorian architecture 

in_Port Collins. It is also one of the oldest reamining buildings in the 
city.

Construction began on the house in CL379*> Ho expense was spared and 
Avery insisted that the stone walls be one foot thick. This is why the 
house renains sturdy to-day. The house remained in the Avery family until 
the early 1960s,,.and is little altered from the original.

Franklin C, Avery, a civil engineer, came to Colorado with the Union 
Colony that settled. Greeley around 1870. " He assisted in the platting of the 
new community and, in 1872, was hired to survey and plat nearby Fort 
Collins. Later the same year he was elected Surveyor of Larimer County.

For the next forty years, until his retirement in 1910 Avery was 
deeply involved in banking, real estate and other business enterprises in 
Larimer and Held County. He was also elected and appointed to many 
political, civic, and church offices, and was a key figure in the early 
prosperity and progress in the region.

The house was a social hub of the community, even after Avery and his 
wife moved to California, in 1916. One or more of his children lived in the 
house after that. One son, Edgar D. Avery, a prominent insurance man in 
Fort Collins, ultimately purchased the home and lived in it until his death 
in 1961. It has since been used as doctors' offices and student rooms.

iolorado State Universit"

However, the house is endangered at present—not from deterioration, 
but because of the high value of the property and the great demand for 
apartment and office space in Fort Collins. The landmark commission and the 
historical society are working desperately to raise money to acquire the
1OUS ind/c
preserve it. They believe that increased stature provided by national 
Register listing may encourage the owners to preserve the house.



Gaslights and Gingerbread by Sandra Dallas, Sage Books, Denve^, 1965.

Historic American Buildings Survey, Research by Poudre Historic Landmark 
Commission.
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State Historical Society of Colorado May 23, 1972
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local Q

Stephen H. Hart 

Title Colorado State Lisison Officer
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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