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(Check One)
CONDITION (] Excellent e Good D Fair (] Deteriorated (] Ruins [J Unexposed
(Check One) . (Check One)
[J Altered P Unaltered - . -] Moved " B4 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1830 James Neal; "merchant" of Portsmouth, purchased an
empty lot of land on Deer Street between the house lots,nf
Samuel Gerrish and the estate of Nathaniel Pierce. In (183 /
Neal paid a city building tax on his new brick house valued
at $1700. The three story, low h%Bped -roof structure 'sited

at right angles to Deer Street survives cdmpletely as James
Neal left it upon his death in 1833. :

The exterior is among the last of the Federal Style brick
houses built after the. Partsmouth fire of 1813. 'A fan-lighted
ddorway on the western facade opens upon a central hallway
contalnlng a broad circular stairway of vernacular regency
design. On either side of the central stairway is a single

room, although a narrow hallway exlsts behind the staircase
and southern room.

A two-story brick south entry wh&ch_connects the main house and
a two story. brlck kitchen ell which may orlglnally have been
linkead through the rear hallway as well.

. Interior finish, in a transitional vernacular of late Federal
and emerging Greek Revival, exists in each of the major rooms.
Such a room in the main block contains a fireplace with its
original mantle and surrounding detail. The sash and fenestra-
tion are original and unaltered throughout. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The James Neal house, the on&f/;rick dwelling on Deer Street,
is the only example of the brick Federal building style -\
common to the commercial business district and waterfront of
Portsmouth after 1813. That such a "mansion house", as it
was called on at least one occasion, was built in a largely
eighteen-century residential streetscape is important as

an expression of local architectural influences upon the
pattern of town planning.

As a largely unaltered example of merchant housing of the
early 1830's, a period when seemingly few domestic structures
‘were built in the City, it is a significant link with the
popular building traditions of an earlier generation. 1Its
location in the block behind the historic Moffatt-Ladd House,

ry.,
in the second quarter of the nineteenth century.

- -

s

among dwellings of the eighteenth and earlier nineteenth centu-
documents the declining position of the merchant community
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Joan J. Goodwin

ORGANIZATION DATE

Portsmouth Housing Authority R " -|October, 1971
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25 Vaughan Street
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been .
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

Chief, Office of Archeology and 7storic Preservation
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level of significance of this nomination is:

National
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PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT 0

0 150 FT

VAUGHAN STREET URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT (N.H.=-10) PORTSMOUTH, N.H.
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