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Sons of Union Veterans
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CONDITION
G Excell ent n Good j 3 Fair

(Check One)

I | Deteriorated

(Check One)

3 Altered n Unaltered

a Ruins l~] Unexposed

(Check One)

n MOved £p Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE
'

A Greek Revval style, two story building of brick with graniteV • -.-— — —«.

footings, lintels and sills, wood window and door frames, two elaborately 

facaded wooden dormers which may have been added to the original structure, 

The building has a portico on three sides, the pillars are wooden, fluted 

Ionic, resting on granite bases. The floor of the portico is granite. 

The roof is ridge with slate shingles, on upper level, replacement 

asphalt on lower, decorative iron snow-stops, four semi-elaborate symetri- 

cally placed end chimneys. The windows on the first floor are regularly 

spaced with 6/6 panes. One window on the NE side of the building has 

been bricked in. There is an arched louver in the NE gable. On the 

second story, the windows are regularly spaced varied in design, diamond 

panes in the high front and rear windows. The doorway is centered, a 

heavy double door with oblong glass insets. A kitchen el extends off

NW rear of building. An addition was made circa 1945 to front of el.
,_,..- .,_ - • • y --•--.,-- • .-^-•f--^,,'^ ...

The foundation is stone, the cellar has a partial dirt floor, some 

basement windows in granite wells.

The interior of the building was altered circa 19^ to accomodate 

the Bangor Historical Society collections and live-in custodian. A 

circular staircase was lost at that time and the decor altered for the 

worse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/

The G.A.R. Memorial Home was built for Thomas A. Hiifi, prominent 

Bangor businessman, circa 1840. It was occupied by Bangor f s first 

Mayor, the Honorable Alien Gilmari, later by Samuel H. Dajke, Mayor in.... .-- / v • (/
1863-66, 1871-72, died 187^. Mayor Dale's portrait hangs in the house.•• y
President Ullyses S, .Grant was entertained at a reception put on at the 

house by Mr. & Mrs. Dale during the two day celebration of the dedication 

of the European and North American Railway, October 18 and 19, 1871. 

Special china was ordered for the affair and extra interior decorating 

efforts were made.

Three generations of Dale descendants occupied the house. It was 

bought by Dr. James F. Cox, prominent Bangor doctor, from the Walker 

family. In 1944, the Sons of Union Veterans acquired title and currently 

hold the building in public trust. The Bangor Historical Society (founded 

1864) moved its museum collections to the second story in 1952 under

agreement with the Sons.
,/

The architect for the building was Richard tfpjohn.
„______._. _„:/



Vickery, James B., editor. An Illustrated History of the City of Bangor,
Maine. Bangor, 1969
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Bangor Historical Society May 30; 1972
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. . . ,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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