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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hart-Rice house was erected by Samuel Hart, Jr., perhaps
after a mortgage of the land in 1749, but certéIﬁIy prior to
1756_when the "improved" lot was lelded from that on which
the Beck house was erected. The Georgian house,. recorded in
the 1756 probate, is a foq;wgqugggwbulldlngﬂy;ph central hall-
way and four main rooms on the first and sécond story. A tall
. hipped=roof, with two brick chimney stacks behind the ridge.
and three facade dormers lighting the attic story are original.
The front door, with applied pilasters, triangular pediment
and six-pane door with four light window above, exterior clap-
boarding, window caps and fenestratlon of the facade are also
original.

Additions to the main body of the house include rear ells, 7E]
apparently added when the house was subdivided into two living
units, a 19th century side porch entrance on the west side and an
an inserted window on the southwest corner of the first story.
Window sash of six-over-six panes has replaced the earlier
small panel sash throughout the house, except for the original
arched window on the rear stair landing. The original small

paned window ovolo muntons suggests the original window pat-
tern of the whole house.

33

Besides the stairlanding arched W1ndow, the interior contains
its full complement of original paneled fireplace walls, doors
and window cases. A minimum of interior changes, largely to
the rear rooms, .and an added room in front of the stairs:.at the
second story were made over the two hundred years of the build-
ings occupancy.

SNOILONY 1 SNI

Federal period:alterations, including some interior decorative
trim, must date from the ownership of Captain William Rice,

who aquired it from the Hart family. A noted privateer in the
War of 1812, Captain Rice's tenure in the bu11d1ng has given it

a local hlstorlcal ‘importance of its own.
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The Hart-Rice house is probably the most unaltered Georgian
dwelling house as yet unrestored in the ‘City of Portsmouth.

The house exhibits a minimum of architectural change or

accretion and has remained in an excellent state of general
repair.

While the Georgian details of exterior and interior finish
are not of the most highly defined academic origin, near

total survival is greater than most large 18th century
houses in New Hampshire.

Of the three large Georgian homes built for the sons of
Samuel Hart, Sr., the Richard Hart house on Russell Street
was destroyed in the 1950's, the John Hart Mansion was given
a Federal facade, and only the Samuel Hart, ‘Jr. home remains
in its original state. As the later dwelling of Captain

William ,Rice, privateer in the War of 1812, the building has

. taken on associational importance of local historical sig-
nificance.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Joan J. Goodwin

ORGANIZATION

Portsmouth Housing Authority

DATE
N N z“NOVo:-

1971
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25 Vaughan Street

CITY OR TOWN:

_Portsmouth

STATE c
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M

New Hampshire

NATIONAL REGISTER: VERIF!CATION

e e — e
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procecures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significarws nomination is:
National s State /‘/"3

@/é,

X

@m@mn

Name

y éorg Gilman
Tine State Flaison Officer
pate February 10, 1972

~ .

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historfc Preservation
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PROPOSED HiSTORIC DISTRICT
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