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CONDITION
Excellent QC Good to [^ Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated II Ruins II Unexposed

(Check One; 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL- (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Charles Q. Clapp House of 1832 is an early and important statement of 
Gt?^< R^^vaJ^^cJiitectuE-e in Maine. The overall shape of the house is 
rectangular^ It has a gcanjte foundation, a basement story and two full 
Stories of Jar]ck, and a gable roof of wood. The basement story is above 
ground on the 'sides and the back, the front having an embankment and two_ 
stairways. The basement is -accessible by a door on the left side, and all 
three sides have windows of varying sizes. The^ facade is an unusual varia­ 
tion of the Greek Revival interpretation of a Grecian temple front. Instead 
of having a colunnade across the facade, there is a central bay flanked by 
Ionic pilasters and the Ionic corner columns of the side porticos. The cen­ 
ter of the bay .is recessed. It contains an elongated window with nine over 
nine panes on the first story and a handsome triple window on the second stor^ 
Which is decorated with fine carvings andmouldings. Above the triple window 
is a chaste, unornamented freize which runs along all four sides of the house 
Cornice mouldings outline a triangular pediment on the front of the gable 
roof. The pediment is covered with matched boarding, and there is evidence 
of a window having been in the center of it at one time. Above the peak and 
the corners of the pediment are small, flat pedestals upon which carved wood­ 
en urns stood well into the twentieth century. The side porticos are each 
approached by a granite staircase. Between the two staircases is an embank­ 
ment fronted by a handsome granite fence in the Greek Revival block pattern. 
The right stairway is closed off by an iron gate, because it leads only to 
an elongated window. Both side porticos have the corner Ionic column and two 
regular ones, all of wood. The floors of the porticos are covered with 
colored, geometrically shaped tiles. The main entrance to the house is at 
the end of the left side portico. The doorway design consists of a large 
paneled door Wfth a clear leaded glass light above it. These are enframed by 
a simple wooden moulding with corner blocks at the top. Above this is a 
plain granite lintel. The ddor itself has recently been put in storage and 
replaced by a non-descript modern one. The overall doorway design was 
probably based upon figure one in plate seventy-two of Edward Shaw's Civil 
Architecture first published in Boston in 1830. The-rear corners of the side 
porticos and of the house itself have simple brick pilasters with bases and 
caps of Doric moulding. There are three brick chimneys, one near the right 
front and the other two near the left and right back corners. Besides the 
removal of the urns and the original door, large windows have been placed 
in a section of the rear wall of the Clapp House to light some of the art 
school's studios. TheJnterior has also experienced some change to 
accommodate the art school. On each floor some smaller rooms have become 
one large styraio.
However, the hallway, winding staircase, and many of the rooms have remained 
unaltered. The interior is rich with sophistocated and finely executed Greek 
Revival features. Various details reflect a knowledge of the previously 
mentioned design book Civil Architecture by Edward Shaw as well as The 
Practical House Carpenter by Asher Ben.jgimin (Boston, 1830) and other, as yet 
unidentified, sources. The front parlor on the first floor has a doorway 
moulding ornamented with a shell and rosettes. The side panels of the winding 
staircase are decorated with the Greek key motif. On the second floor is a

m 
rn

remarkable Circular room with a domed skylight a.bove it. Surviving 
points to there having been a circular opening in the center of trn evidence s room

n
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charles Q. Clapp House on Spring Street in Portland 
several reasons. It is one of the earliest and most higl 
Revival domestic dwellings in Maine. Erected in, 1832, it 
designed by its first owner, Charles Quincy Cl^pp. He was 
in 1799 and was the son of Asa Clapp, one of the state's wealtKTes^r*1nerchant 
in the first half of the nineteenth century. The younger Clapp received a 
liberal and commercial education and began to follow the mercantile pur­ 
suits of his father. He soon abandoned this field in favor of purchasing 
and improving Portland real estate, often with structures of his own design. 
There is evidence of his architectural knowledge before the building of his

Between 1821 and 1828, Clapp is believed to have lowered the first 
front windows of the present Sweat Mansion and Cumberland Club to make 
Federal Style fashionable. He designed and erected a one story Federal 
business block at Congress and Free Streets in 1826, the first story of 
is now part of the Hay Building there. In 1831 he delivered a lecture 

on architecture to the Maine Charitab Ie Mechanics Association. A year later 
the City of Portland called upon Clapp to transform its Federal Period 
market house into a Greek Revival city hall. Thus, it is safe to assume that 
in that year, 1832, Clapp was also planning and overseeing the construction 
of his own home. Details such as the main doorway and carvings On the stair 
case suggest that he turned to popular guides like Edward Shaw's Civil

1830) and Asher Benjamin's The practical House Car pen- 
Yet the usual overall design, both exterior and 

to Clapp's personal creative genius in working with the
Greek Revival style. The house was well-received by Portland residents and 
visitors alike, thirteen year old Samuel Longfellow, younger brother of the 
poet, wr6te in his diary on January 2, 1833, that he "went to Mr. Clapp's 
house in Spring Str. It is a very handsome house inside. The doors (below) 
are of a^hogany with glass handles, and three of the fireplaces are of 
handsome marble."
Later that year on August 2, the Portland Advertiser published the remarks 
of an anonymous writer who commented that the house "presents a beautiful 
appearance. If situated at the termination of a wooded avenue, and sur­ 
rounded by ornamental trees, it would be equal in point of beauty, to any 
mansion I know of in New England." Charles Q. Clapp sold his residence in 
1837. He continued to play an important role in the development of Portland 
designing and erecting new buildings and filling in part of Back Bay. By
the time of his death in 1868, he had been associated with more1 than six 
nundred recorded property transactions. In 1863 Augustus E. Stevens, an 
ron dealer, purchased the house. Stevens, was elected mayor of porf|and

Architecture (Boston, 
ter (Boston, 1830). 
interior, attests



1. Federal Writers' Proaram, Portland Citv Guide, Portland.
2. Longfellow, Samuel, Diary from January 1 to March 26, 181 

scr pt in the collection of the Cra ge-Longfel low House, 
3. Portland Advertiser. August , 1833. 
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1940, pp.237738. 
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Cambridge, Mass.
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Continuation of description. #7
floor andwhich went to the first floor and was surrounded by a balustrade. Throughout 

the house, there are handsome doorway mouldings and doors with original hardwa 
Most of the Greek Revival fireplace mantels remain intact. Thus, the Charles 
Q. Clapp House preserves much that is original on both its exterior and its 
i nterior.

-e,

Continuation of significance #8
in I866. Under his administration, the Great Fire struck, leaving ten 
thousand people homeless and causing twelve million dollars worth of damage. 
Upon Stevens' shoulders lay much of the responsibility of directing relief 
for the victims and planning the rebuilding of the city. Funds saved from 
banks were stored at Stevens 1 home, and many important meetings were probably 
held there, the city hall having been destroyed in the fire. In 1867 
Stevens was re-elected as mayor. He died in 1883, and his widow kept the 
house until her death in 1893. Their son, Samuel A. Stevens, lived there unti 
1897 when he sold the property to Charles Bickford, a milliner. It was 
acquired from Bickford's widow in 1914 by the present owner, the Portland 
Society of Art. After minor alterations by John Calvin Stevens I of Portland 
(1855-1940), Maine's foremost Colonial Revival architect, the Clapp House 
became the Portland School of Fine and Applied Art. It is still actively used 
in this capacity today.
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Portland School of Fine and 
Applied Art. 
Charles Q. Clapp House 
97 Spring Street 
Portland, Maine i acre.
Latitude 43° 39' 13" 
Longitude 70° 15' 45"

x

INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, W AS HI N GTO N .[ D . C..-197O

PLEASANT HILL 29 Mt.jf

43°37'30"
70°15'

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Heavy-duty.................. _••, • - Light-duty.....................

Unimproved dirt

["""] U. S. Route Q State Route

5CATION

PORTLAND WEST, ME.
NE/4 PORTLAND 15' QUADRAi^QLE. 

N4337.5—W7015/7.5

1956 

AMS 6971 III NE-SERIES V811
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