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| and a long wing exten&ing northward from the middle of the back. The south
| facade is a long, low mass,.;[with] the horizontal lines...broken at inter-
vals by strong vertical piers of brick, extending from foundation to cornice
and projecting some eighteen inches from the wall surface. In the middle
is _a polygonal projecting bay,..one story in height. The two ends of this
main block offer the most extraordinary features of the house: large
overhanging porches on the second story, supported by steel cantilever _beams,
encased in wood, with projecting ends elaborately sawed. The gable at the
west end’ overhangs an open porch enclosed by a brick parapet; the gable at
the east end, exactly the same in form, overhangs a side entrance on to the
lawn. The wing extending toward the back is quite wide, and the roof
consists of two gables, presenting twin gable—ends side by side over the
rear facade. The main entrance is from a porte-cochére at the back of this
wing, from which one enters a long hall. Built for a large family of
childten, the house has numerous bedrooms, two sleeping porches, and large
playrooms, and since the Bradley family left it, has served admirably for

a fraternity house,"l

The original windows were multi-colored and subdivided into many smaller
panes. Later replacement has not been done in the original style, so that
“today (1971) the house possesses original windows frequently alternating
with recent large-paned replacements devoid of detail work. This is the
only significant change in the exterior from the original 1909 design.2

In the interior, the architect also executed designs for the furniture,
rugs, draperies, and all the fixtures. A good share of these can still be
found in the house.3 ‘

1. .Morrison, 204-205.
2, 3 Adapted from descriptions in City of Madison Landmarks Commission
nomination form prepared by Jeffrey M. Dean.
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Between the end of his skyscraper period in 1905 and his death in 1924,
Louis H. Sullivan built only two residences. 'Both were fairly elaborate
buildings in which cost was a secondary consideration, and they are of par-
ticular interest for the comparisons which they afford with Frank Lloyd
Wright's residences of the same yea'rs."1 These are the Henry Babson resi-
dence in Riverside, Illinois, built in 1907, and the Harold C. Bradley
house in Madison, Wisconsin, in 1909. Both commissions came at a time when
Sullivan's practice and his business and personal affairs were at a low ebb.
This is especially true of the Bradley commission, the only one Sullivan had
to live on in 1909. But in relating this, Connely remarks, ''Only the well-
spring of his inventiveness never failed him. He drew a long low house with
gigantic overhanging verandas, held up by cantilever supports which recalled
the Biblical phrase "everlasting arms. "2 Adversity, then, lay in the resultg
of financial depression, personal misfortune and lack of commissions; there
was no corresponding poverty in the architect's ability to produce another
masterful work.

ieipeeey iz

The Bradley house is a Prairie house in design and it makes excellent use
of the cantilever, of which Sullivans's former protegé, Frank Lloyd Wright,
was to become the undisputed master. As indicated above, the Bradley house
shows the influence of pupil on master. '"The parallelism with Wright's
projecting gables of this period is evident, but there is a superior vigor
and force in the weight dnd salience of these features as compared with
Wright's."3 The work is Sullivan's, capable of standing by itself as one
of significance and distinction. Actually, "It seems just to attribute

the design of this house to at least an equal cooperation between Sullivan

and Elmslie,"4 which, however true, still takes nothing away from Sullivan.
%fter leaving Sullivan later in 1909, Elmslie.

went on to design houses in "the Prairie idiom" and the Bradley house may
well have served as one of his prototypes (Gebhard, D., "William Purcell
pand George Elmslie and the Early Progressive Movement in American Archi-
tecture from 1900 to 1920," U. of Minn., Ph.D. dissertation, 1957).

Aside from being the last Sullivan residential commission, as well as being
one of only two documented Sullivan buildings in Wisconsin, the Bradley

house is a major work of architecture done at a critical time in the master's
career, and one of Madison's major architectural landmarks.

L. Morrison,FZOZ
2. Connely, 249
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