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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

7. Description

The Union Depot was erected in the area of Duluth which was original 
the town of Freemont, Located just south of the present day business 
district on the shores of Lake Superior, the structure is ideally 
situated for its proposed use as an urban historic and cultural center.

Embodying the characteristics of the French Chateau style, this 
unique public building is a pleasing part of the DixLutK~Tanlicape. The 
exterior is symmetrical^ about the entrance with steeply__jitche^^roof 
mas^ejS_J>ui^Ui5^^ windows are
j&medjwith Timeston"e""and each unit is subdivided by a limestone cross, 
A trio of~arcEes"'"male up the street level entrance), and an ornate 
pejDj^i^^ arch, The rl^~an~gular 
forms are relieved by VEQSsQtlg&jg^^
_fl,arins witches hats, fhe total effect is that of an eighteenth century 
French chateau.

Early in the 20th Century the Cjy|tjteBLj££!!^^
arched entrance, The original slate roof and fanciful chimneys were 
removed in 1953.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

8, Signigicance:

This impressive French Chateau structure is recognized as a significant 
part of the heritage of the city of Duluth. Characteristic of the 
elaborate and massive buildings which were being built in the late 1800 f s 
the Depot reflected the affluence and prosperity of this quickly growing 
commercial center. It is an excellent .^example 
terminals constructed during the early days ^ot
gwegreil "railroad companies. For Duluth it represented contact with 
the "co^s^^oT^^Ee^S^^r^es^^ftd^by the distinguished and nationally 
prominent firm of _Pej^pJ >̂^£^arBi_a£«,loaton, the Duluth Union Depot 
remains truly unique and^distinctive among the public buildings in 
Minnesota,

The Depot has recently been connected by a mall and parkway to the 
nearby civic center complex designed in the early 1900's by Daniel 
Burnhaia, The Depot will remain as one of the "anchor" buildings in an 
urban renewal area and together with the Burnham buildings will form an 
open flowing city complex.

The Depot itself is to be converted into a public, non-profit cultural 
center housing the St^Jkouis (lounty Historical Society, the Duluth Art 
Institute, the Duluth Playhouse, and the Ohisholm Museum, This step is 
being planned to improve upon the maintenance of the structure while 
putting it in service to the community, lo changes will be made which might
destroy the architectural character, and certain



Aquar, Charles, E,, Re commendations for State Historic Site Designation,
October 22, 1968. 

Scott, James A., lational Architects: 0?Mir Image Upon Buluthf - 1889-
1916, 1967.
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Minnesota State Begister
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