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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The booster Square Historic District is an attractive and unique 
residential community located a few minutes wall: from the center 
of Mew Haven. During the edddle of the nineteenth century it was 
a fashionable residential area which shipcaptains and wholesale
o~ - 3<\

places of business.
rs X̂Jsuccessful entrepreneurs fcund conveniently close to their

The development of ehe square occurred prii.iarily between the years 
1C30 and 1C70, dome of the ]:iost notable buildings in the area were 
erected in th'e 1840 f s and are t-h^ work of the well known Hew haven 
architect Henry Austin^

igiissell Hotchkiss House; 7 Hooster glace. The llotchkiss families 
were a large clan and three of the::! were among the carlist residents 
of the square. The building was built in 1H44 oelongii g Hirst to

ter that to Hdward ^tephens^who managed, the 
Hew Haven Clock Conpany after it ".as reorganized by James Hnglish.
Hussell Hot chl;issv and

The arc; lit eel HL History of the house ,n
plain two Gtor3r house of uhe lo/j-O's, j^fter its ])urchase by Ldvra.rd 
Stephens around 1S?0 changes w-ere ::iade  nost probably, i'he new

Its r.iost interesting; and
not certain

Hay or Hob arts on House; ^7-3.9, hoceter Place. The house was built 
in 1636 for the daughter and son-in-law of Abrahar: Heaton, one of 
the group who developed Booster b: uare (later Heaton's sori-in-law 
becar.ie riayor of I'lev: Haven) The house is typical of the Greek 
Revival work which was done all over Hew Lngland in the 1&30 1 s, 
and it shows r.ost of the typical characteristics of the style. The 
porch of the house is very fine with a pair of the best designed 
Greek Revival Columns in ICei-: Haven.

,  > ' ^:

Court Street was mix's kuseun and the Columbian Gardens, 
a combination beer house and ice cream parlor, wax nuseun, and 
public bath. But after it went out of business the gardens were 
sold for house sites. These houses were torn down in the le'70's 

;ggsg.Dart of an ambitious project to redevelop the Academy Street 
"sldex of iHooster Square. This housing project sponsored by the 

w.. Home Insurance Compnny had a longer life than the first buildings
^erected in the area, -miey w-ere ai .eng the first to be rehaHilited in 

>V Wooster Seuare. Court Street is attractive as a place. It is a 
pleasant walkway leading from the park to the heart of the city.

rn 
rn

n
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The Wooster Square Historic District has irregular boundaries 
best shown on the enclosed nap. In general it includes Booster 
Square Park; all structures facing on booster Square from Chapel, 
..cad <;•••• T/'., and Greene Streets and booster Place; those vhich face 
each other on Court Street between Academy and Olive; those uhich 
face south on Chapel Street from Olive to 1-91• Those which face 
north on Chapel froin Olive to Chestnut Street; -nd a few structures 
facing south on Uooster Street and north on Columbus Street.
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-Bjiwjird_ iiowland House: 1^2 Academy Street, rhis house with a douoB^ : . 
bow front was modelled on the Betts house at 607 Chapel Stre.e€ .v^ch' 
may have been desi;-:ned by Henry Austin, It has the bow front "typical 
of houses in Boston but rare in Connecticut, -'hen it was Built an. 
iron railing around the roof and the fence that repeated its pattern 
along the sidewalk gave the building a very finished look. Rowland, 
the original owner was a wholesaler who Built houses, lived in them, 
sold them and moved, on to the next.

H.athew BllBLot • Ious_e_ JUKI g^rderi:^ 541 Chapel Street This Greek Revival* 
house was built around 1B35. It was the home of the successful entre 
preneur Hatthew BJBLiotti''who began His career working in tne wholesale 
gracery business <B ended it as a director of a railroad. He was 
involved in civic affairs in Hew Haven £: in real estate and building. 
After Blliott the house was owned by Charles Goodyear"who along with 
Hli B'hitney was one of the ; ajor fibres in the industrial development 
of Hew Haven, Goodj^ear lived here only briefly but in 1890, Paul 
Husso^T a prominent Italian immigrant moved in here, one of the first 
members of the Italian Community which transformed Booster Square 
into the Italian neighborhood that it presently is.

architecture of the post-civil war period. The Sscond Empire facade 
transforms six private buildings into a grandiose public structure. 
Later additions have altered the impact of the central portion of 
the building—replacing the heavily textured slates of one of the 
central Hansard roofs with glass.

Willis Bristol House: r_.$&rk J^h/ipc\.j>t.rj3et^ The house is important for 
the career of its first owner and for its architecture since it is one
of the distinguished homes designed by Henry Austin.

v_
The career of Hillis Bristol is typical of the way many fortunes were
made in the 19th century. It shows us the change that was talcing 
place in American society from hand trades,, which were concentrated 
in family groups where skills were passed on from father to son, to 
the impersonal factory system of modern times. In the city directory 
for 1840 VJillis Bristol is one among several Bristols who are either 
shoemakers or shoe merchants. But out of his family trade, he gradually 
developed r. large and profitable 003 ipany, Bristol and Hall, Boot and 
Shoe Manufacturers, By l£60 he had become one of the most prominent 
business men of new" Haven.

V
Architecturally, the house is basically an Italian«te Villa: the
unusual features are the oriental t:nia3.ities of the decoration and
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Janes English started as a carpenter and soon became a master builder 
and contractor, building a number of important buildings in the city 
including the new State House. From this he moved into the lumber 
business and formed a partnership vdth Harmanus Welch, who later 
was Eayor of New Haven and whose house, also by Henry Austin, still 
stands on Warren Street. After amassing a sizable profit, he and 
Welch retired from the lumber business and bought up the bankrupt 
clock factorv that had been started by the visionary Chauncey Jerome.

English and Welch reorganised the business and renamed it the 
New H ven Clock Company, ^nglish became President and soon made it 
the biggest clodk manufactury in the world. By the time of the Civil 
Ear the plant was exporting clocks to Europe, China, and Japan.

James English was a public-spirited citizen: nd was widely respected. 
He was elected to Congress on the Democratic ticket during the Civil 
War, and soon after he was elected Governor of Connecticut. He said 
that he was the first governor who had ever walked on a state house 
floor that he had laid himself.

the
Austin's

own drawings for the English Eons;; rrc now in the Hare Book Library 
at Yale. Crinirially the house was a typical -iustin villa of modest 
size, almost identical with the Lewis House (613 Chapel Street) and 
with the Dana House on Hillhouse Avenue. It was painted a light 
buff and the woodwork was a slightly darker shade of the same color. 
Basically it was just a simple square House and what made it distinguish*: 
was the trim—the exotic leafy columns of the porch and the scalloped 
border that ran along the top of the wall under the roof, fortunately 
when English raised the roof he kept all this.

The house is important both for its association vdth Henry Austin, 
iEew Haven's leading architect, and with Governor English, one of its 
most distinguished, citizens.-1-

J~This account and that of the -dllia Bristol House at 5B4 Chapel Street 
is talc en almost verbatim from The Historic ..^o^is
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Critical to the setting of the pleasant houses in V/ooster Square 
is the rectanfrular park at its center which is bounded by Chapel, 
AcacieEYj Greene Streets and booster Place. It is a large park 
criscrossed by paths,, well-planted by trees, and ornamented, only 
with a tall statue of Christopher Colinnbus in the center of the 
Chapel Street side.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Soostcr Square received its name from Kajor-General David Wooster who 
maintained a warehouse on Wooster Street prior to the revolution, and 
who lost his life in 1777 in Fairfield while leading his troops against 
the British. Until 1825 when it was purchased by the city and l/ooster 

Place built, the square was a field used for ploughing contests. By the 
1640's it was a fashionable residential area which attracted many of the 
prominent citizens of the town.

.Before the turn of the century the growth of industry around the square 
made it an increasingly less attractive neighborhood for the socially 
prominent and hone ownership began to come into the hands of the 
Italian-Ajnerican families many of whom were able to make a living 
by using their homes as stores, adaptation to commercial uses and 
the low incomes of the new owners downgraded the neighborhood so that 
by the 1930 f s urban renewal plans called for total clearance and later 
plans for the new interstate 91 would have routed the highway through 
the park,

None of these things happened, however, due to a fortunate concatenation 
of circumstances in the nineteen fifties which permitted the beginnings 
of neighborhood renewal. The Wooster Square Project emerged in 195o-60 
as a major focus of the Hew Haven urban rehabilitation program sit a 
moment when external events combined to spark a community-wide convic 
tion that the neighborhood was worth saving. Some of the events which 
contributed to this conviction were projects by architectural students 
at Yale who created models for a restored Wooster Square, the intangible 
but real drive which Italian—Americans have for home ownership, the 
relatively high earnings during world war II which had permitted 
savings, and the public endorsement of the architectural potential of 
the neighborhood by the Kew Haven preservation Trust, All these pro 
vided vital impetus in a period when low interest rehabilitation loans 
and grants were still not available to help the home owners.

From the point of view of public participation in the project one of 
its most important aspects was the construction of the Gonti Cornmunity 
School—a first of its kind when it was completed in 19&5; another was 
the rehabilitation of Court Street tenements which were the worst
housing in the are£ This involved investment of public funds and

ieir resale to -private owners. These demonstrations of 3upport;
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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Statement of Sifyiificance;
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excellent community relations,yvthe advice of a young architect from 
Yale, gave form to the desire of individuals to use their own savings 
to uogracle the status of the community. In the process of the cele 
bration and encouragement of the area, the Hew Haven Preservation 
Trust published two volumes dealing idth the history of booster Square 
and its architecture. These wore circulated to residents and to 
city officials. The appointment of an Historic District Study 
Committee followed, and when other legal requirements had been 
met a mail ballot revealed that 'the historic district had the support 
of a great majority of neighborhood residents.

The booster ocuare Area project was an effort of national importance, 
Though possibly atypical because of the raw materials—valuable 
architecture, the mores of the Italian-American community, the vitality 
of mayor Lee's urban renewal administration—it nonetheless demonstrated 
to the nation's city planners a new pote:--.tial for the rehabilitation 
of deteriorated neighborhoods, booster Square has historical signifi 
cance in its embodiment of the architectural trends and fashions 
of the nineteenth century and its social history as well. The social 
importance of the self-made men of the period is demonstrated by 
the architectural individuality of the buildings they inhabited.
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1. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER 2. (Reserved for ua

7411A002
c by State central information reception agency)

3. GRANTOR: a. Federal agency

Department of the Interior
b. Organizational unit

National Park Service
C. Administering office — (1) Name

Division of Grants
(2) Address — Street or P.O. Box City

18th and C Streets NW.
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a. Code b. Title WoOSter

09-75-00050-00

'

State Zip Code
Washington DC 20240
Square Historic District: Wooster Square 

Park Development

c . Purpose Woos ter Square Park is a one block rectangular, open space which forms the 
core of an architecturally outstanding mid- 19th century middle class neighborhood. 
The cast iron fence around the park will be restored by replacing missing & damaged, 
or dissimilar sections of fence.
5. GRANTEE: a. Name

Connecticut Mr. John W. Shannahan, Director, Connecticut Historical Commission
b. Address — Street or P.O. Box City

59 South Prospect Street H£
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box)

o. State b. Inter- c. County d. City e. School 
state districtB a a a a

7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 
Year Month Doy Year Month Day

75 03 17 75 03 31

State Zip Code

irtford Connecticut 06106

f. Special g. Community h. Sponsored i. Other 
unit action organization

an an
9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE 

Year Month Day Year Month Day

75 03 31 78 03 30
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)

o. New b. Continuation c. Supplementa d. Change in existing grant 
grant grant grant 

(identify agency in item 16) (1) ncrease in (2) Decrease in (3) Cancellation (4) Increase^) (5) Decreased) 
duration duration

sn a D' a a a a
12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION 

o. Federal-(l) basic . (2) Supplemental b. State

$1,369 |$ $ 1,369*
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE a. Program Nun 

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16) 1 5 ^ (

14. AUTHORIZATION

o. Federal Budget Accounts 10—58—1040-0-1—405

b. Public laws PL Title Sec.

89 665
c - u.s. code 16 U.S.C. 470

15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility ijrant action* only)

°- Cify Wooster Square, New Haven

c. local d. Other 

$ $
iber b. Supplemental Program Number

504

PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec.

b. county New Haven

16. REMARKS

^Private funds

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054
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box) rj REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION

2. APPLI 
CANT'S 
APPLI 
CATION

I. NUMBER

b. DATE
E>OJ- month

19 78 b

3. STATE 
APPLICA 
TION 
IDENTI 
FIER

7803A053
b. DATE 

ASSIGNED

Year -month day

1978 3 31
Leave 
Blank

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

a. Applicant Name 

b. Organization Unit 

c. Strwt/P.O. Box 

d. City 

f. State

h. Contact Parson 
& telephone No.)

State of Connecticut 
Connecticut Historical Commissions. 
59 South Prospect Street 
Hartford •• Co™* : Hartford 
Connecticut g. zipcodr Q6106 
John W. Shannahan, SHPO

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.
06-6000798

PRO 
GRAM
(From 
Federal 
Catalog)

a. NUMBER 5| • | 9|
b. TITLE

Historic Preservation

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT iHistoric ------ - • •-—-Jgqpster Square
District: Oliver North Carriage House 
604 Chapel Street, New Haven, New Haven County. 
Rehabilitation
The.brick carriage house is located on the 
premises of the Oliver Norch Carriage House 
(uirca 1852),a New Haven landmark building 
designed by Henry Austin. It is a building 
Q.:—HistoricaJ. signif icance -to Ne

l-'l. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (.Va?nes of cities, tout tiet.
States, etc.)

New Haven, New Haven Countv

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
A-Stata
B-lnterstata
C-Substate

L 
District 

•County 
E-City
F-School District 
G-Spoctsl Purpos* 

District

H-Community Action Agency 
I- Higher Educational Institution 
J- Indian Trlba 
K-Othor (Specify) t

Enter appropriate letter

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basic Grant D-lnsurance 
B-Supplemental Grant E-Other 
C-Loan

Enter appro 
priate letter(e)

11. ESTIMATED NUM 
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING

133,000

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION
A-New C-Revision E-Augmentatlofl 
B-Renowal D-Continuation I — i 

Enter appropriate letter I

PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRE^TSiNAL DISTRICTS OF:

FEDERAL

b. APPLICANT
e. STATE

d. LOCAL

$25,OOP
45,644

a. APPLICANT

Statewiie
15. PROJECT START

DATE Yea; month day
™ If. 6 1

b. PROJECT

Third
17. PROJECT 

DURATION
_____2 4 Montht

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For lie or lie)
A-lncreaso Dollars F-Other (Specify):
B-Decresse Dollars
C~lr.crc«e Duration .
D-Decrew Durition ————N/A——
E-Canccllatiofl

Enter appro 
priate lelttr(t)

e. OTHER 

f. TOTAL

.00

*7Q,644 .00

18. ESTIMATE!) DATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY t> 19

Year month day

7R 6 R

19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

2(, FEDERAL AGENCY Tp RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, Qity, State, ZIP code) Department Of the
Heritage Conservation , . . nr 909 in' - - ..,_.. «...___. ___ Washington, DL ^02 JLL

2A

T;i£
A 1 PLICANT
CERTIFIES
Ti (AT »

a. To-tP.5 test*rrWtn>5iTara snd^liuf. 
data in thi: preapplicstio.i/apitlicition ara 
true »nd correct, tha document has been 
duly authorized by tha governing body «f 
tl-e epplicent and tha applicant will comply 
with tha attached assurances if tha assist 
ance is approved.

21. REMARKS ADDED 

[Tl Yes Q No

.. requTFtJ by CUB Circuiir A-95 this application was subnittad, »orsuant to in- No re 
strictions therein, to appropri»t» clearinghouses and all responses are attached:

On file at OAH.P
(i: Sta^te Clearinghouse, Office of 
'*J Intergovernmental Programs

Da a
2?.
C'RTIFYING 
R IPRE-
S?:NTATIVE

a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE

John W. Shannahan, State 
Historic Preservation Off

b. SIG

24. AGENCY NAME

Department of the Interior
25. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT

leritage Conservation S Recreat ion
2§. ADDRESS

C Streets NW f Wa-shing.torL 3 _D J

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

GrantsAdministration Piv...

31, ACTION TAKEN 

g a. AWASDEO 

Q b. REJECTED

£ c. RETURNED FOR 
AMENDMENT

fj d. DEFERRED

r; o. WITHDRAW*
3£.

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION

32. FUNDING

a. FEDERAL

b. APPLICANT

c. STATE

d. LOCAL

«. OTHER
f. TOTAL

25 f OOP
45.644__.oo_

.00

.00

.00

70.6-4, .00

20240
Year month day

33. ACTION DATE *»___19 78 8 _, _25_
35. CONTACT :-OR ADDITIONAL INfORMA- 

TION (A'r.)'ic and telephone xumfc«-)

Stephen D f NewmaiP 
202 523-5472

a In tsking stove action, any com;i flts recejved from clearinghouses »»(« con 
sidered. If agency response is due tmcsr provisions of Part 1, 0MB Circulsr A-95. 
it has been or is being nude.

c, DATE SIGNED
Year month etay

19 78 6 8

25. APPLICA 
TION 
RECEIVED 19

Yeer month day

78 6 20
28. FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION

30. FEDERAL GRANT 
IDENTIFICATION

____QQ-R7Q2
34.
STARTING 
DATE 19

Yemr month day
78 8 1

35.
ENDING 
DATE

Year month day

19 80 8 31
37. REMARKS ADDED

fj YM
b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 

(Name ana telephone no.)

Same as #35

4.14-101
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Preteribed by GSA, federal U«,n»gement Ci


