
Form 10-300 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

COMMON:

Old Castle Hall
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

513
CITY OR TOWN:

Baldwin

Kansas 66006 20 Douglas
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CATEGORY 

(Check One)

District 3Q Building

Site Q Structure

D Object

OWNERSHIP

D Public 

03 Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

| | Being Considered

STATUS
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

PC] Occupied 

II Unoccupied 

Q Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

[X] Restricted 

Q] Unrestricted 

D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural

| | Commercial

[ | Educational

I | Entertainment

I | Government

| | Industrial

Q Military

1X1 Museum

D Park

I | Private Residence

I | Religious

D Scientific

I | Transportation I I Comments 

D Other (Specify) _________

Ililliiiiilllliliili;
OWNER'S NAME:

Baker University
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Baldwin Kansas 66006

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Register of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:

Douglas County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN:

Lawrence Kansas 660liij. 2C)

TITLE OF SURVEY:

National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal G State

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
STREET AND NUMBER:

801 19th St., N« W»
CITY OR TOWN:

Washington
STATE:

District of Columbia 11



CONDITION
|~1 Excellent j£] Good

(Check One) 

fi Altered Q

D F<>' r

Unaltered

(Check One) 

PI Deteriorated a

n MOV

Ruins 1 1 Unexposed

fC/iecfc One) 

ed Jcl Original Site

Old Castle Hall, a crudely quoined three-story rubbleLstone 
building, originally consisted of only two stories. The third 
story was added later and then afterwards torn off because of 
poor mortar joints; it was then added for a second time and remains 
to date,

A simple rectangular plan is carried through to the straight 
gable roof. All window and door openings are rectangular with 
heavy stone lintels and sills.

The second and third floor levels are clearly visible because of 
the beams which extend through the exterior wall surfaces. The old 
two story roof line is also clearly visible on the back side of the 
structure.

Although the interior feas been renovated many times over the 
years, the existing plan and interior are considered to be very close 
to the original conditions.
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PERIOD fcfieck One or Afore as Appropriate) 

[] Pre-Columbian | Q 16th Century Q 18th Century D 20th Century 

O 15th Century CD 17th Century [jj| 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATElS) (It Applicable and Known) 1858

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal [Xj Education Q Political Q Urban Planning 

D Prehistoric Q Engineering Q Religion/Phi- D Other fSpecifr) 

D Historic Q Industry losophy

D Agriculture rj Invention n Science

JXJ Architecture Q Landscape | | Sculpture

D Art Architecture fl Social/Human-

I | Commerce [~| Literature itarian

n Communications n Military f~| Theater

D Conservation n Music r-, Transportation
*

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On February 3> JJS?, the Kansas Education Association of the 
Methodist Q)iscopal Church received a charter from the territorial 
legislature to establish a college at or near Palmyra, and on Fetx- 
ruary 12 a charter was granted for Baker University. As an induce 
ment to the Methodists to "locate the college at Palmyra, the town 
association gave them a section of land adjacent to the town site. 
The section was surveyed into lots and over the years most of the 
land was sold to raise money for construction and operating expenses. 

Construction of a temporary college building one block off 
the campus began in late 1857 or early 1858, and its doors were 
opened for students November 22, 1858. It was erected off campus 
because school trustees lacked sufficient funds to build the type of 
permanent structure they desired and they did not want to erect a 
temporary building on the campus. College officials could raise 
only enough funds to construct two stories of the planned three
s'01!? structure. The Palmyra Masonic lodge financed the third 
fljopjr in exchange for regular use of a room for lodge meetings. 

After another building was completed in 18?1, the Old Castle 
Hall was no longer used for classes. In l8?U the president of the 
college, Joseph Denison, used it as his ...home. Among others, uses 
over the years have been as ajnill, a student rooming house, a 
Pu^ic_J|c!1?0l> snd a storage place for athletic materials and other 
college property. 

The third- floor was rejnpyed during the time it was used as a 
mill, reportedly because vibrations of the mill machinery had 
weakened it. When Baker University celebrated its fiftieth an- 

iH niversary, the third,, floor was rebuilt. In the 1950 's extensive
restoration work was carried out by the Old Castle Memorial asso 
ciation, andr today the building is maintained as a museum. 

Old Castle Hall was the first building of Baker University, 
which is today the oldest four-year college in the state. Archi 
tecturally it is a very fine example of early Plains VernacuiafaTrn/^ 
architecture as adapted to a multistory building. /W^A ^/

/V fyjlK
/&>/ /', ^C/lsr- 
/</ °V *> ^C/7

r$l &fr^/nA 0 \^i O/ A/ A
\\ "^S/xX

\Ov ^^ yN<£rrert$

&
\2

Ifo

,fy 
7



Ebright, Homer Kingsley, The History of Baker University (Baldwin, Kan..
n. p., 1951), pp. 6i;-57. 

Evans, Thomas A., "Baker, Oldest Unive 
of Kansas, v. 2, no. 1 (Januarvf

History of the State of Kansas (Chicag
Markham, W. C., "Oldest College in Kan 

1898. 
Minutes of the Fourth Session of the K

the Methodist E. Church (Omaha, N

rsity in Kansas," Jayhawk, The Magazine
1929), pp. 7, 8, 32. 
o, A. T. Andreas, 1883), v. 1, p. 3$£. 
sas," Topeka Mail and Breeze, May 20,

ansas and Nebraska Annual Conference of
. T., Robert son an<* dark, 1«59), p. 11

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY V 

————————— ————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— f
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° °

NE ° ' " ° 
SEr o o
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
I DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 o •

38 1|6 38 9$ n OS

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: •»

|LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE O R :C&fff3ftY JBOt«5lD ARI ES

STATE: ,CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: ' CODE

COUNTY f\ ̂''^^^^^"'^Q^^X CODE

/?y /. <& af"''"^
COUNTY: f~^7 *&< ^/VV* \t**\ CODE

/CO/ Sb ^j> \jp V-- 4
COUNTY: | "H ^tj£^ ?S '&> ''f\" 1 CODE

VA ^%* ^ £j
COUNTY: \'X\. ^^^ '^/ CODE

\f£>^ '^ ^^7

NAME AND T,TLE: Charles L. Hall, Architectural Consultant 
Richard D. Pankr&tz, Planner

ORGANIZATION " DATE

Kansas State Historical Society Sept. 2£, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

120 West Tenth St.
CITY OR TOWN:

Topeka
^^M^MM^^^^liili^^M^lilil^iii^iiPl

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n State B Local Q

f——— V , - y

Name H 4/4 JH^^IV^^ffcrle H. Miller
«%/

Title "Executive Secretary, Kansas State
Historical Society 

Bate Oct. 21, 1970

STATE CODE

Kansas 66612 20

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pfesetv&tiszn

FEB 2 4 1971
Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The Rational Register /f \m & ,97] /Date "•%//! v
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

Kansas

Douglas
FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Number all entries)
I*

9.

Survey of Historic Sites and Structures in Kansas (State)
1957
Kansas State Historical Society
120 West Tenth St.
Topeka, Kansas 66612

Code: 20

Federal Writers' Project of the Works Project Administration 
1939 (Federal)

Records destroyed. A guide book, Kansas, was published in 1939*

Rohrer, Lee Ann, "Baker's 'Old Castle 1 Relates Many Tales," 
Lawrence Journal-World, May 30, 1957.



Form 10-817
(Beg!. 1*67) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE

1. STATE

Kansas
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.

XX Arts & Snienr.pc; -. Qiih+hftmA FHn«~a + ion
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

Old Castle
4. APPROX. ACREAGE

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, townthip, roadi, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

Fifth Street between Elm and Franont, Campus, Baker University______
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alto administrator If different from owner)

Baker University, Baldwin, Kansas - Dr. William J. Scarborough, President
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes ttte Important and what remains are extant)

On November 22, 1858, Baker University opened as the first college in 
the Kansas territory. Old Castle was the building in which the first 
classes were conducted. It now stands as the oldest surviving college 
building in Kansas. Baldwin f s parent town, Palmyra, was on the Santa 
Fe Trail and realized the activity and history of such a location.

Currently, Old Castle is a well stocked museum of Santa Fe Trail mem 
orabilia. It has been recognized by the State Historical Society as a 
historica point. Next to Old Castle is an authentic frontier post 
office or Pony Express station. It was moved to the site for an 
interpretive setting. Old Castle represents higher education on the 
way West a last stop oasis of culture before the perils of the 
frontier.

Baker University is also host to one of the nation's outstanding Bible 
collections. William Alfred Quayle bequeathed the nucleus of the 
holdings to which has been added considerable rare and valuable editions. 
Baker displays: King James Bible, 1611, first edition; Latin'Codex, 
13th century; Eggensteyn Bible, 1469; Coberger Bible, 1475; Terra 
Cotta Cone, circa 2060 B.C.; to name but a few of the over 300 rare Bible

Old Castle is a stone building currently used as a museum of Santa Fe Trail 
memorabilia. It is in good condition and well cared for.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Owe best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)
Homer K. Ebright, The History of Baker University, Baldwin Kansas 1951.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NFS study, HABS, etc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS* 

ATTACHED: YESuQ NO D

14. NAMB&F RECORDER (Stature)

11. CONDITION

Good

A.G. Belles

12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.)
Museum

is. TITLE Contract 
Historian

13. DATE OF VISIT
May 5, 1965

16. DATE
June 1, 1965

* DRY MOUNT ON M 8 X 10}* SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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