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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old town of Shasta stands astride of State Highway #299,
about six miles west of Redding, California. The town site

is at an elevation of about 1170 feet above sea level,

Ranged along the Highway (Main Street), on the southeast side,
are the ruins of eight brick bulldings and "Litsch's Brick
Store" building partially restored. Along the northeast side
of the hiﬁhway are the ruins of "Whaley's Brewery partially
restored "Courthouse”" and the "Masonic Hall" buildings. These
are all of b¥ick construction, A wood framed modern public

comfort station is located near the "Courthouse" An historic
old wood framed barn building has been reerected on Monument
land near the "Courthouse" A modern residence and %arage is

located on Monument land easterly of the "Courthouse' 01d
and newer residences are scattered about the town site half
hidden by fine old trees and shrubbery. The home of Doctor
Benjamin Shurtleff, built in 1851, is a two-story frame house,

The old town of Shasta is gradually crumbling into ruins, many
camps have completely disappeared. Bronze tablets have been
placed commemorating activities of Early Pioneers. On the hills
are cemet%ries, Catholic, Protestant, Masonic and 0dd Fellows,
Indian and Chinese, Here are the remains of many of the first
builders of Shasta. A frequent inscription on tombstones is
"Killed by the Indians".

(o

Beginning at the intersection of U. S. Route 299 W (Main Street) with
Boell Alley, thence southwesterly about 200 feet to the intersection of
Boell Alley with High Street, thence northwesterly in a line with High
Street about 1500 feet to a point southwesterly of the Summit of Main
Street, thence northeasterly about 600 feet to a point northeasterly of
the Summit of Main Street, thence southeasterly about 500 feet to Trinity
Alley, thence northeasterly about 500 feet to the intersection of Trinity
Alley with Second Street, thence southeasterly and southwesterly along
Second Street about 900 feet and continuing southwesterly along French
Alley about 300 feet to the intersection of French Alley with U. S. .
Route 299 W (Main Street), thence southeasterly about 200 feet te/
point of beginning. /
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Founded in 1849 as Reading's Springs and named Shasta, June 8, 1850,
it was the second county seat for Shasta County, 1851-1888. Tt was
the metropolis of Northern California during the 1850's. Here the
road ended and began the Oregon Pack Trail until 1861. Present
home of the Western Star Lodge No. 2 - F & A.M., whose charter was
brought across the plains in the Peter Lassen Party of 1848. Today
the town, reduced by fire and timé to a few structures and a row of
ruined buildings, bears the testimony to mining and freighting in

the Trinity Alps when "gold" was the byword of the time.

State Historical Landmark No. T7T.

Shasta State Historical Park today contains much of the old business
district. The remaining brick buildings and stabilized ruins are
representative of the period type architecture, designed to employ
brick, heavy iron plate and sheet iron in the construction of 'fire-
Rrpof“ business buildings. Classical Greco-Roman elements were
freely adapted. Their vogue lasted over several decades, springing
from the costly and anguishing experience of fires that devastated
Shasta and many of her sister towns of the Gold Rush era.

Principal structures within the State Park project are the restored.
Courthouse and Litsch Store, the Masonic Hall and the "Brick Row'
ruins.
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