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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAU (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Practically every detail of the church is original and in 
good condition at present. Therefore, a description of today!s 
structure will very closely describe the original appearance of 
the church.

The church is rectangular in plan form and lies on an east 
west axis. The plan is"symmetrical with the exception of the 
bell tower on the north side, next to the entry (narthex). 
Essentially, there is one large room, the nave, with a smaller 
volume on either end. To the east of the nave is the narthex 
(approximately T'xl^- 1 ); to the west of the nave lies the apse 
and smaller spaces for rear entry and ceremony preparation.

Four large windows (double hung) with the original stained 
glass flank each side of the nave. An exposed wood truss 
system and the roof rafters can be seen from the interior. 
Eighteen inch thick walls of plastered adobe brick rise 
from rock and concrete foundations to the roof structure. 
There is no buttressing of the walls.

In the interior, original pews still serve the congregation 
as does the original organ. Lamps suspended from the trusses 
originated from sailing vessels but are now electrified. The 
floors are of wood.

The only outstanding feature of recent years is the new bell 
tower which is built of brick. This brick structure replaces 
the original of adobe and frame construction.

The roof is a steep pitched saddle or "A" roof which is in 
keeping with the Gothic Revival style of the building's exterioi 
and interior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The townspeople, contrary to popular opinion, were not 
all desperadoes who held gunfights at the OK Corral. 
Indeed, Tombstone had acquired a very cosmopolitan, or 
at least, metropolitan air when it was in its heyday. 
There were theatres, both "legitimate" and otherwise 
and there were several restaurants known for their cuisine. 
There were also churches and people who supported them. 
Before the St. Paul's Episcopal Church had been built, the 
congregation had met where they could; including the old 
and new county courthouses. By 1882, a new church structure 
was being built, St. Paul's, under the auspices of the 
Arizona-New Mexico Episcopal Diocese and one Reverend Talbot 
Talbot organized the building program but left after only 
three months. He was replaced by Endicott Peabody, and it 
was under his leadership that the church was completed in 
June of 1882.
Peabody left the following year to return to Massachusetts. 
Soon afterwards, Peabody was to found the educational 
institution, the Groton School for Girls.

The Church still stands and continues to serve an Episcopal 
congregation. Much of the church's original furnishings 
are still in use, and the building itself is in excellent 
condition.

The original cost of the relatively small church (25'x70') 
was $5,000.

The Church, is within a registered National La.nd-iark, Tombs to. 
historic District.



Arizona State University (School of Architecture) research 
project (1969) as published in "Arizona Architect" Sept. 
Oct., 1969 volume 12, number 6

Arizona Architect, September-October, 1969, PP 245-25
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Robert Fink, Historic Sites Preservation Officer
ORGANIZATION DATE

Arizona State Parks Board 2/17/71
STREET AND NUMBER:

1688 West Adams
CITY OR TOWN:

Phoenix

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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