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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This extraordinary house h'm; recently been refurbished, with 
sensitivity and rood Judgment. It is a ramarlmble structure to find 
in what is still a very rural area, and rust reflect an interesting 
history of the original owner i;ho had the resources and the taste to achieve: 
it. There are two fronts to the structure, both exhibiting characteristics 
of the so-called !I Ganterburyrt type   a hipped, roof with low gable roof 
topping it; twin chimneys at either end of the gable; a central triangular 
pediment at the roof line, topping a pentral pavillion that either e::tends 
forward from the facade or is emphasized by flanking pilasters or some 
other decorative element: a Palladian window a second floor level in the 
pavillion and above the entry; and a main entrance doorway distinguished by 
an overdoor pediment of its own, with side lights, overdoor light, or both,, 
and elaborate architectural treatment of the surrounding frame.

In this building, :.. octillions run clear around the main cornice 
and under t he raking cornice of the roof -line pediments. Beneath this 
is _a Greek fret. Vertical faces of the cornices are fluted. Large fluted 
pilasters finish the main corners, set on high bases arid with additional 
elements between the capitals and the cornice. Two free-sb nding bcmari 
Doric coluixs on the west front facing the road repeat the elements between 
capital and cornice and the high bases also, and frame a pavilion that 
is flush-boarded in contrast to clapboarding elsewhere. The Palladian 
window here is framed by miniature fluted pilasters ana arches with key 
stones, the large centra], window shoTdng sliovring spider-web muntins 
that are repeated In the overdoor light of the entrance below. This door 
also is flanked' by pilasters and by sidelights of three large panes, and 
is capped by a triangular pediment whose tympanum contains the overdoor   
light, "lodillions ornament the cornices here also.

The south front is nearly as elaborate, showing a similar Palladian 
window, but with muntins forming Gothic arches. Immediately below is a 
cornice with mutules, and below this a frieze with triglyphs and metopes. 
The pavilion here is flanked by pilasters rather than columns, and pilas 
ters Trame the door, which is here with. out side lights but shows an over- 
door light whose frame repeats the keystone frame of the Palladian window 
above and whose Gothic arch muntins repeat those at the second floor.

The dressed stone foundation is of a quality in keeping with the 
house itself, as is the reconstructed fence supported by stone posts 
across the principal front. The present owner, mr. Kins^Pey, has had the 
Dosts anclJae&H^of the house almost completely replaced.
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is the sane wh.o built the better known but smaller Prudence Crandall 
House in Canterbury and is identified In Crofut as probably "one 
Jyer l! . ^n historian of the locality, Charles Underbill, has seen deed; 
which show that the property on which the Dyer-Clarh house stands was 
purchased by Captain John Clark in hhCl. he believes that Clark a 
retired shipbuilder with the help of the Dyer who was an architect , 
sensed a market in Canterbury for elegant houses. Thus Clark after 
purchasing a saw mill proceeded, to enlarge the already standing 
Dyer house in Io02, and thereafter to construct similarly elegant 
buildings in Canterbury; and Plainfield Including the 2:) rudence 
Crandall Mouse in 1805. Underbill also points out that the original 
Dyer house stood on an Important site In the colonial era. It is

be no doubt that trie wide sturdy stone-wall lined lane passing trie 
South side of the Dyer-Clarh house from dtate It out e 169 down towards the 
river Is the original erst-west Indian trail and it was for many

:e:

at, tne rooi i.j.ne_, top par.

other decorative element; a hahladiarr window at second floor level in 
the pavilhion. and above the entry; end a naln entrance doorway dis 
tinguished by r:n overdoor pediment of its ov,n, with side lights 
ovoracor lignt, or both., and elaborate architectural treatment of the 
surrounding frame.

Another historian of the locality Richard H. Dana, Jr. disagrees 
with Kr. Underbill. He places the date' of the enlargement of th 
Captain John Clark House at c. 1790.
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