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The design of the Beehive House follows the 19th century Greek revival in 
architecture. The architect was Truman 0. Angel 1, who also designed the 
many-spired Salt Lake Temple, Some of the original drawings for the Beehive 
house, fortunately, were found in the archives of the Church Historian's 
Office shortly after work on the restoration had begun in 1959, and proved 
invaluable in the complete restoration of the home.

As orignally built, the main part of the house consisted of two 
stories and an attic, surmounted by a beehive-shaped cupola, the traditional 
Mormon symbol of industry which was to give the home its narne^ Surrounding
i"h 1 C ir»i*»«» rie a c-hoel   railorl Irtrininal uioc ui/-\r\H 1 ' *i.» i r4nt»i' e uia^r-1-i '' r-om i r» 1 ereminiscenthis tower is a steel-railed (original was wood) "widow's watch,' 
of the colonial coast.

Since the death of Brigham Young, the Beehive House has undergone 
two major alterations. The first was made by a son who purchased the home 
in 1888. Under this remodeling, the rear section was rebuill into a three- 
storied wing. The formal dining room downstairs also was extensively 
remodeled, and an upstairs sitting room and parlor added.

The "adobe" walls were found to be in remarkably good condition. Whe 
later additions were torn out (during restoration), the walls revealed the 
exact location of stairs, halls, doorways, partitions and roof lines as des­ 
cribed in the old manuscripts and original plans. With restoration, wide 
pine board floors, laid with square nails replaced the hardwood (not origina

In the 1850's, Brigham Young had a nine-foot high cobblerock wall 
erected around the Beehive House as protection from unfriendly intruders and 
as a make-work project for men who needed employment. Portions of this same 
wall (recently pushed back 23 feet to widen State Street north of Eagle Gate 
now border the home on the north and east sides. A low wrought-iron fence 
stands in front of the house where the big wa11 once stood.

The oak-finished door, now painted white, with its silver doorknob 
opens onto the main hallway. The doorbell system installed by Brigham Young 
was discovered and restored. Downstairs were Brigham Young's bedroom, the 
Parlor and kitchen; on the second floor the "long hall" for entertaining 
guests, and Brigham Young:1 s offices.

The lovely home is now authentically restored and furnished with 
furniture from Brigham Young and his family, and from other period furniture 
at a cost to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints approximating 
one-half million dollars.

It is open to the public and used extensively.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The beautiful old mansion Is the pioneer home of Brigham Young, but It in 
185*1. Today's workmen, under the direction of architects (all grandsons 
of Brigham Young) have done a remarkable job of restoration. The outside 
adobe brick walls have been painted in the original straw-colored yellow, 
which gives the manor a gay, but antique appearance of the original.

The Beehive House was built to meet the dual needs of Brigham Young, 
second president p^the Church of Jesus Christ 0f Latter-day Saints and 
first governor of.'OeseVet, later Utah Territory. Above all, however, the 
Beehive House was a home for his family. It was also used as an offjc|al 
mansion where the Mormon leader received and conferred with other Church 
leaders, state and federal dignitaries, and entertained prominent traveling 
officials. During the life of Brigham Young, many famous people were 
entertained in the Beehive House, including President Ulysses S. Grant, 
Emperor Dom Pedro of Brazil, General William T. Sherman, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Mark Twain, Jay Gould, Horace Greeley, and even the midget Tom 
Thumb and his tiny wi'fej

In 1893, the Church purchased the historic building to make it the 
officiaj.residence of its presidents. Lorenzo Snow and Joseph F. Smith 
were the only two succeeding presidents to live in it. After the death of 
President Smith, the house stood vacant for a number of years, and was 
again remodeled and maintained as an away-from-home residence for young 
women who came to the city to work or attend school.

In 1959, when the Church decided to restore the Beehive House, a 
committee made up primarily of descendants of Brigham Young was chosen to 
carry out the task. Research and detective work on the part of this com­ 
mittee took 18 months to complete, and included the use of old manuscripts 
describing the house, the search for Brigham Young's furnishings, and the 
discovery of "clues" beneath old plaster to find tell-tale evidences of 
still earlier construction. The "Manuscript" had been written by Clarissa 
Young Spencer who lived in the Beehive House from childhood until after her 
marriage.

Heavy coats of paint and wallpaper were peeled away, revealing the 
original colors and patterns. False ceilings were torn down, exposing 
ornate medallions which pioneer craftsmen installed in IBS**.

With restoration and furnishing complete, the lovely mansion is now 
open for tours to the public. In its location, it is near Temple Square, 
a National Landmark, and the Lion House, which ajoins it on the west, and 
which is also a National Landmark.
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