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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The house is located at the mouth of the Santa Fe Canyon with 
a steep hill behind it on the south and a view of the Sandia 
Mountains, sixty miles to the southwest. Large old cottonwoods 
and fruit trees shade the lawns. Since the house was built as a 
sawmill, and since the mill was powered by water, a ditch ran 
behind and above the mill. This made it necessary to build the 
first floor of the mill of stone, a material previously unheard 
of in New Mexican construction.

Today the ground floor is used as a drawing room and bar in
the original stone walls are exposed. The ceilings retain 

the massive, roughly hewn beams of the mill.
The second floor is of adobe with traditional round ceiling 

beams. Throughout the house the doors and windows are of New 
Mexican territorial style, which was an extension of the earlier 
Greefc Revival style of the eastern United States. Fireplaces are 
the classic corner style of Spanish New Mexico. A few have pro­ 
vincial wooden mantels which reflect the influence of Anglo new­ 
comers in the later 19th century.

The furniture is a pleasing blend of New Mexican, Spanish, 
French, and eastern colonial assembled by the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Davey. One of the old adobes existing in 1852 is now a guest­ 
house. The former stables have been converted into a gallery 
that houses a retrospective collection of Davey's paintings and 
orints.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1847, the central portion of the Randall Davey house was 
built as a sawmill by the United States Army Quartermaster in 
order to provide lumber needed for the construction of nearby 
Fort Marcy. This was the first sawmill ever built in the ter­ 
ritory, and it was powered by water diverted from the Santa Fe 
River. The ditch that served as its millrace still runs be­ 
hind the house.

By 1852 the property had passed to a private owner, who was 
sued for judgment by the party who held the mortgage. This 
mortgager was none other than Colonel Ceran St. Vrain, the 
noted trapper and trader from St. Louis, who had previously 
lived in Taos, where he became a friend and partner of Governor 
Charles Bent. At one time he served as Colonel of the First 
New Mexico Volunteer Infantry and was succeeded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kit Carson. St. Vrain acquired the property for $500 
on June 21, 1852 at a public auction held by the U.S. Marshall 
to satisfy the judgment. The property at that time, according 
to contemporary legal documents, consisted of "one gristmill, 
one circular sawmill with extra gearing; the building for said 
sawmill is a good two story building, built for that purpose. 
Also two dwelling houses and one stable."

The property later came into the possession of Candelario 
Martinez, a figure of local interest who was born in Santa Fe 
in 1845, educated at St. Michael's College, and a member of the 
First Infantry of the New Mexico Volunteers at the age of 
eighteen. When he was only twenty he received a commission as 
captain in reward for his meritourious service in recapturing 
United States mail that had been seized by Kiowas.while being 
carried across the plains. He later practised law, and held 
posts as Probate Judge and Postmaster in Santa Fe.

In 1882, he and his sister and her husband sold some of the 
land west of the house to the Santa Fe Water Company for use as 
a reservoir to supply the city's residents with water.

In 1920, the sawmill and ifcs grounds were purchased by the 
well-known American painter Randall Davey. He converted it 
to a residence, but preserved its architectural integrity.__
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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8. (continued)

The main building is exceptional, with its two stories and 
stone construction, and the historical and artistic significance 
of three of its former owners lends it added importance. In ad­ 
dition, its origin as the first sawmill in the territory of New 
Mexico makes it unique. Clustered around this central structure 
are other 19th century adobe buildings, with traditional corner 
fireplaces, as well as traditional window, door, and ceiling de­ 
tails. Davey's studio is maintained as it appeared when he used 
it.
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