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Former Executive Mansion
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D Object

OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

| | Being Considered

O Occupied

I Unoccupied 

P3 Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

IS Restricted 

Q Unrestricted 

D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural

| | Commercial

I | Educational

I | Entertainment

I | Government 

| | Industrial 

[ | Military 

Museum

D Park

I I Private Residence 

I | Religious 

Scientific

I I Transportation 
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OWNER'S NAME:

State of Montana

CITY OR TOWN:

Helena

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Lewis and Clark County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Helena
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal State | | County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
STREET AND NUMBER:

National Park Service
CITY OR TOWN:

Washington D. C 08
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CONDITION
d Excellent

D Altered

D Good [;

(Check One)

Kl
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known)

U Fair

Unaltered

PHYSICAL

(Check One) 

|j£] Deteriorated 1 | Ruins f~l Unexposed

(Check One) 

C] Moved j^| Original Site

APPEARANCE

The handsome, three-story pressed brick, terra cotta and stone 
Victorian mansion was designed by Cass Gilbert in 1884. At a cost 
of $85,000, the structure was completed in 1885.

Gilbert was a distinguished architect from New York and . 
Minnesota. He insisted on using such materials as brick from 
Ohio, granite from Vermont, and interior hardwoods from the East 
and South America. The granite eventually was obtained from 
the Helena area.

The interior has seven fireplaces and twenty rooms. Fine 
wpodMQjiking in quartered oak, mahogany and cherry is found 
throughout the home. The main floor of the home included two 
parlors, a circular dining room, a d en, and a very large kit 
chen.

An offset roof with ornate turrets, cupolas, chimneys and trim 
exemplify the Victorian architecture on the exterior.
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A two-story brick carriage house near the main building was also 
completed in 1885 and still stands.
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D 18th Century 

|XJ 19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known) 1884
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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( [ Prehistoric

|XJ Historic 

[~J Agriculture 

[Xj Architecture

E3 Art
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iiJLliam A. Chessman was born in Massachusetts in 1830 and spent 
time at placer diggings in California and Virginia City, Montana, 
before coming to Helena in 1865. In Helena he worked his way 
ip to become president of the Consolidated Water Company which 
Ln future years became the city's water system. In 1875 he 
narried and bought the property at 6th and Ewing.

The mansion at 6th and Ewing was built ten yeais later in 1885 
to become the elegant home of William A. Chessman and family, 
prominent Helena citizens. The home was furnished in the 
fashionable decor of the time with fine furnishing and furniture

the period to match the beautiful interior woodwork. The 
second floor of the mansion was used as sleeping quarters and 
bhe third floor was used for social events and recreation. 
The first floor contained the living, dining, and cooking areas, 
/ictorian style architecture characterized the exterior as well 
as the interior.

he property was subsequently owned by Peter Larson, a railroad 
:ontractoi; and G. H. Conrad, a bank official, before being pur 
chased in JL913 by the State of Montana to be the first official 
jovernor's mans ion.

t has served nine Montana governors during 46 years and was 
inally replaced by the new executive mansion in 1959.

t is a fine, well-kept structure which is an example of Victariar 
rchitecture and which is reminiscent of Montana's colorful 
erritorial affluence and culture.

Photographic coverage and histori 
itions are recorded in the HIS

chitectural evalu- 
BUILDINGS SURVEY
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John N. DeHaas, Jr., Architect, Professor^-^' \:J^^
ORGANIZATION DATE

Montana State University Jan, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Bozeman
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 1 ' 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State [3J Local Q

Name ^^^ ̂ -^fc^^^^
We s ley R. Woodgera 

Title State Liaison Officer

Bate ^-^g^^^ /4r?Z7

STATE CODE

Montana ,,,25
!:i?illl$!i^^

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

P J- An /3 u(AAUULT nxuM. (JmM.i.tw_
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presetpatiott** 

Date APR 2 8 1970

ATTEST:

/ / ' // / /7 /

vfaMutt tf'-fafr£ffi&&
Keeper of The National Regis/e/^

APR 13 1970 '
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