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The mansion at 432 Summit Avenue, of gg_x_lime,sj_@ne , with a 1%@3001‘
6 | and wooden cupola, remains essentially the same in exterior appearance as it
msmen the building was completed, Built by James Burbank, the
74| mansion with its bracketed cornice work and round-arched windows is typlcal,
in many way, of the villa style of architecture. Although the property was
subdivided by its 1887 owner (Thomas Oakes who sold the original estate to

W’:Llliam G, Riley) very little substantive exterior change is apparent.

Comparing an 1867 engraving with a later 1880's photograph, the most conspi-
cuous change is the extension of the east porch to include the full length of
the house. Within the mansion, change is more obvious and striking. Crawford
Livingston replaced the single window that provided light for the central
stdirway with 3 arched windows of stained glass, A parquet floor was installed
in the drawing room on the east side of the house. This was the first exampl
of 8uch flooring in Minnesota. '

13

The most extensive “face-liftmg the Mansion ever received was the work of
Mary Livingston Griggs, beginnin, S. A 2-story wing was added to the

: somr of -the bu;llding. The kitchen was moved to the first floor,
| while ent was converted to a laundry. Upstairs, a large bedroom, a
e ~ & marble and brass bath, a wardrobe room and a hallway were added. An elevator

(2% was installed in this hallway, out of sight to the casual observer. In all,
o2 10 rooms were i@_p,gg;bed from Burope and fitted into the house.

Among the more unique features of the mansion is the stone room, so-called
because of its black-and-white marble floors and Jacobian plaster ceiling
which compliment the walls of unpolished limestone. Late 18th century French
_panels are found in the grand salon andAbedroem suites on the east end of the
‘house. Antique interiors have been fitted and placed in the salon, dining
room, and several bedrooms throughout the house. A basement amusement room
‘was added in the early 1930's to reflect the “modern™ taste of that era. In-
cluded in this project were a piped-in sound system, forced-air heating and
indire&t lighting.,

SNOILONALSNI

The mansion is presently owned and operated by the Minnesota Historic‘al Sociﬁlty.
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|posedly immune to moisture and rat-proof. James Burbank died in June 1876;

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ' B

The significance of the Burbank-Livingstone-Griggs House has been appropriately
defined in a recently published artic%g,és ®,..Minnesota's most elaborate ex
ample of mid-19th century 'ItalianateVarchitgcture." The mansion on Summit
Avenue was built by James Crawford Burbank,\d native.of Vermont, who came to
St, Paul via New York and Wisconsin to operate a lumber business. His profess-
ional accomplishments are many, including Ramsey County Commissioner, state
representative and the individual responsible for the reorganization of the
St. Paul Fire and Marine Insurance Companies. He began building his mansion |
in 1862, completing it a year later at an initial cost of $22,000.

The mansion included many unique features for its day: steam heat,'hot‘and
cold running water, gas lighting and brick-lined walls. The latter were sup-

the St. Paul Dispatch carried an appropriate epitaph: "..,his history is the
higtory of St. Faul and the state; his own muccesses and failures being so
closely allied with their settlement and development ‘as to preclude the men-

tion of one without -the other."

Thomas Fletcher Oakes and his family made the mansion their residence from
883 to 1887, while he applied his ambitions as General Manager of Henry Vill
rd's Northern Pacific Railroad. Crawford Livingston moved there with his
ride in 1888; he was to establish the St. Faul Gas Light Company. The Living
ton family occupied the house the longest of any previous tenants; here
aughter Mary was married to Theodore Wright Griggs, a Yale graduate and
artner in Griggs, Cooper and Company (wholesale grocers) in 1915..

ollowing the deaths of Crawfdd Livingston and his wife in 1925, the house

¥as known as the Origgs Residence. Mrs. Griggs embarked on a project to in-
tall elaborate rooms taken from French and Italian houses in Europe, each
ppropriately furnished with period pieces and art treasures.

ouse is illustrative of the life~styles and value-systems of wealthy Americ

e architectural and interior splendor of the Burbank-Livingston-Griggs 4
s;
from 1862 to 1930,
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