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The site area is open grassland. The ̂ ymbols were carved into an outcropping 
of Sfoux Quartzite and remain in excellent condition. Most of the figures 
represent animalsjwhich lived in the area, including fish, birds, turtles, 
bison and rattTesnakes. Symbols of human figures and human footprints have 
also been found. The figures were 'carved in three ways. Some were"~c?rved 
with a round pointed tool and others with a chisel-like instrument. The 
third method was a combination of one of the above with subsequent polishing
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Southern Minnesota contains many petroglyph sites. The «effers Petroglyph 
site is the state's finest example of these carvings. Most authorities 
agree that the carvings date from several thousand years to severalJhundred 
years old. The Indians apparently 'st6"ppecr~makingr them at the Jeffefs~sTEe 
f>y the arrival of the white man because there is no evidence of guns, 
horses, or other aspects of European culture.

The carvers of the J-effers Petroglyphs//^rfere probably of the Dakota nation 
since many of the symbols have Dakota characteristics. However, one symbol 
indicates Algonkian^iSluence. The symbols were probably used foFTeltgtous 
purposes. " ~—^

The Jeffers property was purchased by the Minnesota Historical Society and 
opened to the public in 1966.
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