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The site area is open grassland. The symbols were carved into an outcropping

of Sioux Quartzite and remain in excellent condition. Most of the figures
represent animals which lived in the area, including fish, birds, turtles,

bison and rattlesnakes. Symbols of human figures and human footprints have
also been found. The figures were carved in three ways. Some were carved
with a Tound pointed tool and others with a chisel-like instrument. The

third method was a combination of one of the above with subsequent polishing|.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Southern Minnesota contains many petroglﬁfﬁ sites. The Jeffers Petroglyph
site is the state's finest example of these carvings. Most authorities
agree that the carvings date from several thousand years to several hundred
years old. The Indians apparently stopped making them at the Jeffers site
by the arrival of the white man because there is no evidence of guns,
horses, or other aspects of European culture. o h

The carvers of the Jeffers Petroglyphg,wére probably of the Dakota nation
since many of the symbols have Dakota characteristics. However, one symbol
indicates Algonkian ififluence. The symbols were probably used for religious
purposes. vV '

The Jeffers property was purchased by the Minnesota Historical Society and
opened to the public in 1966.
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Note: These changes apply to
Jeffers Petroglyph 8ite in
Cottonwood County, Minnesota.

REFERENCE NUMBER: 70000291

8TATE: MINNESOTA

COUNTY: Cottonwood

RESOURCE NAME (HISTORIC): Jeffers Petroglyphs Site
CITY:

VICINITY OF:

ADDRESS8: off Co. Hwy.2

CERTIFICATION DATE:

REMOVED DATE:

COMMENTS8: This site contains more than one petroglyph; hence
petroglyphs.

N M. Qrchabal JUN1 7 1988

Nina M. Archabal Date
State Historic Preservation Officer




