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The site area is open grassland. The ̂ ymbols were carved into an outcropping 
of Sfoux Quartzite and remain in excellent condition. Most of the figures 
represent animalsjwhich lived in the area, including fish, birds, turtles, 
bison and rattTesnakes. Symbols of human figures and human footprints have 
also been found. The figures were 'carved in three ways. Some were"~c?rved 
with a round pointed tool and others with a chisel-like instrument. The 
third method was a combination of one of the above with subsequent polishing
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Southern Minnesota contains many petroglyph sites. The «effers Petroglyph 
site is the state's finest example of these carvings. Most authorities 
agree that the carvings date from several thousand years to severalJhundred 
years old. The Indians apparently 'st6"ppecr~makingr them at the Jeffefs~sTEe 
f>y the arrival of the white man because there is no evidence of guns, 
horses, or other aspects of European culture.

The carvers of the J-effers Petroglyphs//^rfere probably of the Dakota nation 
since many of the symbols have Dakota characteristics. However, one symbol 
indicates Algonkian^iSluence. The symbols were probably used foFTeltgtous 
purposes. " ~—^

The Jeffers property was purchased by the Minnesota Historical Society and 
opened to the public in 1966.



Minnesota Archaeologist. Vol. 28, No. 3. 1966.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

———————— ——————————————————————— ———————————————————————
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Dearaes Minutes SecondsNW uHo 05 . UO- 95 o 0.5 . 7.5- 
NE UUo 05 , UO. 9,5 o 03 , 52 - 
SE i&o 05 . 25, 95 « 03 ,7.5- 
sw UU e 05 . 25- 95 o 03 . 52 .

ftOi
liiliiiiiiliiliiiii^

L/Jxri'TlLJDE AND- LONG Vt^tfJE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINrN>C ,ThfE -C.ENJ&R^PmN T OF A PROPERTY 
p ^XJJFt^EjSi T%A^>TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 o • »

i -•.,'-• '.

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: QQ dCrCS

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: . CODE

COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Elden Johnson, State Archaeologist
ORGANIZATION DATE

University of Minnesota U/28/70
STREET AND NUMBER:

200 Ford Hall
CITY OR TOWN:

MinneaDolis

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State £] Local Q

TitieDirector.Minn.Historical Society

"Date

STATE CODE

.Minnesota „ .,„.„, 2?

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

/^ i M'JI t t/i

Crnef, Office of Archeology and Historic Pn^ervarTon

QDT151970
Date

ATTEST:

" v Keeper of "the/National Registj&' *
APT /A COO v\^^A\ U Vv^

Date

•' ',.]

i 
\\

;'

v ,

<V)

m 
m

</>

<= 
o





'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(JuAy 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL/ 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

ICES

^ (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

z

O COMMON: Jeffers Petroglyph Site 2100 3

STATE

Minnesota
COUNTY

Cottonwood
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

*7A /#, 63? 7> 0$ a ,-, DATE

) tits'
WMH^m^

AND/OR HISTORIC:

1-

u
ID 

1-

^i^xS^^S^S^::t^!f^^ff??f^Sf! :̂y!^K^}f:

STREET AND NUM BER:

$gNW% Sec 9, T 107 N, fc 3£W, in Delton Township x'tvCIJ^Tx
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

Minnesota
z 

UJ

m

CODE

.3«.-

/V" tf&Fiyrn v\
COUNTY: /-7 j^, '^^ \^

Cottoipiod & 'S70 r
liiiiiliil»iiiilm§ :•:•:•:>•:•:•>•;•>:•:•:•:•:':•:•:•:•:•:•:•: 

^iisiigiiimM

\ CODE

lo^
*d^ —|iswss;:-ss;s
W:¥::>:::::¥::-:-:v:.:i::W

SOURCE: \Q^ •fcSEG/Sr^ /7
Minnesota Department of Highways, Cottonwood "^tgxty • ^£v/

SCALE: 1"«2 miles N^V>>-..
DATE: 1969

tO *•"""" —— ̂ ^ •^^•••••••••••v-^^^

^<^_
^isiiiifipifiififf^

_ ><v\/
LL^"^

•; : ;-: : : ; : : : : : :x : :;:":':-:---'; : :->::x': : : : : ; :: : 
•: : ; : : : : ;x :: : : :: : : ; '-'''-'-^-; : : :x :::x : ::: ;: ::

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

ho



HP* turn 1040»« OM* ,*!*** HO. 103+aOt*

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number ____ Page ____

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION \/ Keeper



NP8 Form 1MOO« OMB Appm* Ma HB44019

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number ___ Page ___

Note: These changes apply to 
Jeffers Petroglyph Site in 
Cottonvood County, Minnesota,
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