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The ori..ginall^ui3-ding ojf the Iowa, Sac and Fox Presbyterian 
Mission, completed in l81j.6,Hfwas three stories high and topped by 
a belfrey that gave it a total Keilh^^J^Tpt^ It£SwajJLO^ 
feet^J-OTig^^Ld^ fjet^jode. The firft_§tpry was walled^with na 
tive stone and'"fEe"upper two with brick;manWac1ii^el["! on";Hii''"°'"'' v ' 
gr^m^". Sb±aglLea9 ''': ^c^^^S^^^'~SEiA finished lumber were sent 
from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. Other l?uiiaing materials were 
acquired locally. "

About 25 years after the Mission closed, a long-time resi 
dent of the area reminisced about the building in a local news 
paper. It was '*. . . built specially as a boarding house for 
the Indian children, with a large dining^^roGja on the ground 
floor, with a fine_chapel and teae^rjl^ojffl^Gn the second 
floor, and dorjiitorie,s and teachers 1 rooms above, all furnished in the best manner, 11 " ; ':'""""- :"""""""- *- : '"'""; •"-*••••-••• - •

Of the ^^jroojfts in the building, the largest were the dining 
room and chapel, which measured 3U feet by 30 feet.

The present_ structure is^^ j§3^Jj^^fe_,giJ^sg, The west three- 
.fifths^of the builBing wa^s l&azed some ^^^^S£^^&^SS^^^'^ 
was sold. in_l868. The existing section is now operated as a 
historic sTte-museum by the Kansas State Historical Society.
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In 1837 tl^eJE^ej^y^^ 
M."Irh and hiB_mfe/Eo estabHsl a mission among the

j
Mission was the first 
Doniphan

had been removed to Kansas. The
.^ 

Presbyterian Mission Ibard
permanent bmilding T^ich was, coia-...«^..~-- —.-,..-_

pleteJL J
The ^chojol, which the missionaries operated in this building, 

could haveTSd]Led100 students but seldom had more than

he Indians, who never were deeply involved 
Mission, dropped their finstnci»ai support in i860. But even 
prior to that, their ^tttn^ancja. at the Mission and inerest in 
its programs had declied, in the late

^ epideinieS' |I|it the
After the Indian TCTIi-lvrere* cut off, Irvin, who remained 

at the Mission until its closing, was granted permission to 
change the Miaaioajbo an Orphan Indian Institute, This too

~"-" •-""•- ••-'••'•: -'"^ *<««>-. -•-".raBl«,,w,,wmw^.m,,,^^»,~,.im«^KW_^CT*;«j^

^-
The Mission was inactive after 1863 and the building was 

sold in 1868.
This is the only physical evidence remaining of the Pres 

byterian Indian mission activity in Kansas.
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3!rmn, Bev. A. B., "The Story of the Iowa Mission, ft University Nuncio, High 
land, v. 10, no. 2 (October, 1898), pp. 1*5. 

Kansas State Historical Society, r*Iowa, Sac and Fox Mission" (Tdpeka, State 
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