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The significance of the Jacob Dingee House lies not only
in its architectural worth but in being one of the few sur-
viving dwellings of 1ho period of Quaker settlement from 1736
t6 the early 1800 in downtown Wilmington. The town of Wil-
“:nﬂfon, ag laid out by Thomas Willing in 1736, comprised about
eloht blocks north of +hv Christina River and four blocks on
ei ther side of Market Street. At this time there were about
thirty brick houses, none of which now survive, except as
f?ﬂ.sﬂ'm entsa.

The important progress in the develorment of Wilmington
began with the arrival of William and Hlizabeth Shipley in
1736, Other GQuakers followed in substantial number until the

early 1800s., During this period the manufacturing capacity
of %he<Jrandywine mills vowa developed, a variety of tradeo
vere established, and Wilmineton became an_imnortant mort

and center of commerce. At the time that Jacob Dingee, a
Guaker, built his home in 1771, Wilmingoton had a nopulation
of about WQFO and was uﬁveaiwnw beyond 1ts earlier limits,
Dinfee wsﬁ a 101nor and carpenter, and probably a caQLnet-
maler. T He b0n~h+ hls land from Matthew Crips, who ran a very
sticcessful pctbory on the larger proverty and whose wife'lsg
family, the Stidhams, had owned land in the area since the
middle 160Cs. Dingee's gson, Daniel, who grew up in the house,
was a member from Sussex of the first Delaware state legis-
lature., In 1796 Dingee sold the house to Jeremiah Woolston,
a Quaker, bricklayer and ironmonger. After pa sine through
geveral hands the house was bought by llisha Yuxley in 1835,
Tuxley was an ambitious and civic-minded man, a contractor
and hvilder,'member of the city council and board of education,
and initiator of the plan to use the Brandywine for a public
clty water supply. He was also a director of the briefly
DPOSHEPOUS Mhalvnv Company and of the Farmer's Bank, After
”uxley s01ld the nroperty the house was occunied by a success-
ion of respectable peopnle~-a retired cen%aﬁn, a shivpjoiner,
a clerk, an undertaker, and a jeweller. Thus the house stands
as a survival of the period during which Wilmington developed
into a proasperous city, and as the continued residence of men
whoge conscientious industry has contributed to the well-
being of the clbty. '
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I herebyv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

AMAEA XA

. L Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservaf
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