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A thrê ~£-£2£yj££|ILJk^^ of ornate Italian Villa style, the house 
is 51 1/2 feet wide with an'overall length of 100 feet, including two 
tandem wings at the rear. The main^ hp^use is approximately square. Each 
corner has large cut stone quoins set wit;ii'''Hv'e'"'c61iifaes''15f'"bT±ck to a quoin. 
A SiS^djcujiolajuraounts the low hipped roof. The cornicejls five feet 
Yi^§- and is SUpppxtedIi».y_carved brackets. The frieze4l"^qually""wicTe^Ton- 
tains^ alternate panels and windows. fj^^f

The one-story mara^grticp has six column^,.with fluted shafts and elaborate- 
^JESEJJlSLJzSSi*-*^*. and bases. All are on pedestals. The front four columns 
are paired; the rear two single. Below a denticulated cornice is a frieze 
with elaborate carving. A balustrade on the portico roof encloses an.' open 
porch. The front doorway of the house has a pair of massive, solid walnut 
door^with elegjarrtly^ carved panels. The doorway has a large rectangular 
frame with an ornate round-arched:transom.

Another one-story P££ch on the right (sotitheast) side of the house is 
glassed in and serves" as a conservatory. On this, the coljumn.§_support 
horseshoe arches which crown the windows. The latter are double mullioned 
^4JbLllY§L roun^d tops. Below the cornice an ornate frieze extends down 
around and between the arches. Each arch contains a complex assortment of 
panes.

Second story windows' on the front and right arejdouble; mullioned, each win­ 
dow having a rounded top, with each pair surmounted by a hand-carved-circu­ 
lar arch supported by corbels. Bulls-eye lights are set between the circu- 
lar_wJji£Qw_fcgps1 and smaller ligtits arelEiEIi^^ on 
the left and rear are similar but single and simpler in de'sign. All win­ 
dows have hand-^cut stone sills set on projecting stone blocks. First story 
windows are also double mullioned on the front and right but not on the left 
and rear sides of the house. The reason for this difference in fenestration 
is that the front and right sides (SW and SE, respectively) have three bays 
while the left and rear (NW and NE, respectively) have four bays, although 
all sides have approximately the same dimensions.

First story windows, also double mullioned on the front and right 5ut single 
on the other sides, are rectangular and have protecting cornices supported 
by consoles. Atop the cornices stand ornamental carvings. Inside, the win­ 
dows have slat blinds which slide into the wall on metal rails and sheaves.

The house is as massive and "ornate inside as outside. There are 20 roo: 
with five large rooms on the first floor besides the hall, vestibule 
pantries. Fireplaces have marble mantels and iron grates. Ceilin 
doorways are elegantly corniced. At the left rear of the main ha 
solid mahogany semicircular stairway with niches in the wall for ^(t 
and through the center of the ceiling and floor between fcpper and 
halls is an elliptical opening enclosed by a solid mahogany rail 
ters. This allowed heat to rise to the second floor while also pr 
view of the front door from the upstairs hallway.

The kitchen and numerous utility and storage rooms are in the basement. 
Faithfully restored, with minimal alteration. ___________________
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecture. This is the primary significance of the Tallman House. 
Perrin states, ''A dominant type in the Romantic-Classic group [of Vic­ 
torian houses] was the so-called Italian Villa....One of the finest 
Wisconsin survivals of this kind d^TthlTfaTljnan House at Janesville.... 
In massing, scale, and rich detail both inside and outside, the Tallman 
House typifies the more sophisticated Italian Villa of Victorian
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Historical. The historical significance is secondary. William M. Tallman 
had moved his law practice to Janesville from Rome, New York in 1850 
and in 1855-57~bliilthis new mansion. While a student at Yale, Tallman 
had become a zealous abolitionist largely under the influence of a class­ 
mate, Cassius M. Clay, who later became Lincoln f s ambassador to Russia, 
and William H. Seward, who later became Lincoln's secretary of state. 
Tallman had lectured throughout the east in the cause of abolition and 
had been active in the "underground railroad" while living in Nevf York 
state. His house at Rome was a noted station on the escape route.2

Tallman continued his abolitionist activities in Janesville, establishing 
his new mansion as a station on the "underground railroad,"* although 
historians today disagree on whether it was ever used in helping runaway 
slaves to escape to Canada.

The "Lincoln-Tallman" designation of the house arises from the fact that 
Abraham Lincoln was an overnight guest of the Tallmans on October 1-2, 
1859. This was Lincoln's last visit to Wisconsin.

Perrin, Richard. W. E., The Architectureoof Wisconsin, State Histori­ 
cal Society of Wisconsin, Madison, 1967, p. 90.
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L, February 10, 1950.
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