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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Plymouth Historic District is a bowl shaped valley in the 
Green Mountains consisting of approximately 2,624 acres, 
bounded on the east by EasfMt., on the south by Blueberj 
and Soltudus Mt., on the west by Mt. Tom and on the v 
Wood Peak. AY

The Village of Plymouth, Vermont, lies in the ceft 
the districtTT It contains 1§ buildings ranging in age 
early 19th century to late 19th century. All are hist^ 
related to the site. A list of these buildings with a 
description follows:

The Birthplace...of President Calvin Coolidge - A __ 
room hojise-hjyilit about 1840. This building is in the process

sma

restoration and when completed will be furnished with original 
artifacts from the Coolidge family.

The Coolidge Homestead - This was the home of President 
Coolidge *s parents ""arid """the dwelling in which the President grew 
up_ after the family moved from the Birthplace house when the 
President was 4 years of age.

Plyjnoiith General Store - A typical 19th century country 
store was o;ii0ecL.and--'Operate.d,.by....Col. John Coolidge the father 
of the President. The second floor of the Store was used as a 
meeting place, dance hall, and as a summer White House by 
President Coolidge.

The Wilder House - Built about 1830 this building served 
as an inn arid tne""home of President Coolidge f s mother, Victoria 
Josephine Moor. The building now serves as a state-owned hosp 
itality center.

The Wilder Barn - One of the original farm buildings of 
Plymouth, it is outstanding for its size and construction. Now 
state-owned this building is utilized as a museum of 19th centu: 
farm tools and machinery original to the Plymouth area.

The Browja-Hause - This very large New^En^land farmhouse 
was built in 1868 by the family of Carrie Brown Coolidge who 
became the stepmother of President Coolidge when he was 19 year 
of age.

The Aldrich House - This small Cape Cod style house with 
5 attached barns and sheds was lived in by Carrie A. Brown.

Plymouth Blacksmith Shop - A small frame building which 
originally served the blacksmith needs of the farm village of
Plymouth.

Plymouth Church - Built in 1840 and located in the center 
of Plymouth Village, the church is now owned by The Calvin 
Coolidge Memorial Foundation.

Plymouth Cheese Factory - The sole remaining industry in 
Plymouth, the cheese factory is now owned by the President 1^ 
son John Coolidge and is one of the few small cheese factories 
in Vermont still producing cheese by the old hand methods.

Plymouthi Schpolhouse - A typical New England 1 room 
schoolhouse of frame construction.

Azro Johnson Farm - Built about 1840 the Johnson farmhous 
is of a stone construction characteristic of this area of Vermoit
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7. Description cont'd

The woodlands of the farm dominate the skyline to the west of 
Plymouth Village and both the land and the(buildings are con 
sidered important to this historic site. I

The Old Coolidge Farm - Built about 1800 by the grandfather 
of President Coolidge, this dwelling is the oldest surviving 
building in Plymouth'Village. The house Is a Colonial,center 
ctflmriey style in an excellent state of preservation and is still 
owned by the Coolidge family.

The John Coolidge Home - A remodeled 19th century building 
moved to the site of the original Coolidge clabin which was built 
by the first Coolidge to settle in Plymouth. The dwelling is 
now owned and occupied by John Coolidge.

Of the above listed buildings 6 are owned by the State of 
Vermont and maintained as part of Plymouth Historic Site, 2 are 
privately owned, 1 is owned by the Calvin Codlidge Memorial 
Foundation and 5 are owned by Mr. John Coolidge. Nearly all are 
scheduled for eventual acquisition as part of this site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

When standing in the center of Plymouth Village, one 
may view in all directions the forested mountains and ridge 
lines which comprise the boundaries of Plymouth Historic 
District. The village retains, in a perfect state of 
preservation, the atmosphere of 19th century rural Vermont. 
It is historically unique in that Tts jBuITdlngs imrlude not 
only the birthplace of a president of the United States, but 
the homes of his ancestors who were am|ong the earliest 
settlers of the area. The Homestead in which the President 
grew up remains authentically furnished precisely as it was 
on the night of August 3, 1923, when Calvin Coolidge was 
administered the oath of office as President of the United 
States by his father, Col. John Coolidge, a notary public. 
Visitors come in ever-increasing thousands yearly to view 
Plymouth and be stirred anew by the historic events which 
took place there. As time passes the Plymouth Historic 
District is held in higher and higher regard not only as a 
shrine to a President of the United States but as a perfectly 
preserved symbol of a bygone era in American history.
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