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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chapman-Hall House occupies a lot of 1/3 of an acre in area. It is

a fine example of a Maine pre-RevoluTionary house, interesting for its
construction, much of which is visible, including cenllng beams which
extend the full width of the building; central chimney with four fireplaces;
double thickness vertical planking, original floors, plaster and paneling
and countless other details. Too, visitors admire the handsome proportion
of the rooms--emphasizing the skill of the skilled house-wright, a master
bui lder who constructed Chapman-Hall House on the crest of thi's hill above
Damar iscotta River, and about which the fown of Damarascoffa has developed.

From the kitchen which has been returned to its 1754 appearance, mostly
through the removal of the improvements or changes of later years, the
"pumpkin pine" room with its paneling, fireplace, eupboard and plate-rail
of the 1790 period, the "blue room," with its 1810 plaster, corner cupboard
and mantel one can see change in living conditions, through three genera-
tions. The "blue room," simple, and not a little austere, nevertheless
offers a contrast to the all but primitive kitchen area, serving originally
for not much more than shelter.

; :
“1t is the o&désf building now remaining in the town of Damariscotta. This
building has been restored by the Chapman-Hall Preservation Society, Inc.

The lines of the house are original. The exterior cover of clapboard and
wooden shingle is recent and has been given a protective coating of light
blue-gray colored preservative.
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ern side of a river of the same name. Nobleboro bounds it on the north,
Bristol on the south, Bremen on the east, and Newcastle on the west. The
Damariscotta River separates it from the last, and Biscay and Pemaquid
Ponds, lying on the eastern line, divide the town from Bremen. This town
formed a part of the Pemaquid Patent, and was first settled about 1640 by
some persons who left Pemaquid in search of new and easy fields for their
enterprise. The land titles in this town shared in those controversies
with which the Pemaquid Patent was harassed. During the Indian wars the
settlers were frequently driven off by the savages, and sometimes mass-
acred. Damariscotta was a part of Nobleoro from the incorporation of that
town until 1847, when it was set off and incorporated. A part also was
included in Brisfol. |t was named for Damarine, the |ndian sachem of
Sagadahoc (called Robin Hood by the English). The Damariscotta Oyster
Shell Heaps lie one mile north of this town. This was an important
gathering place for the Indians. [T took more than 140 years for the
‘colonists to finally subdue the |ndians in Maine, and it was not until
1748 that safe and permanent settlement could be made in Damariscotta.

The first permanent settler was Anthony Chapman.of 'pSWiCh’MassaChuseggé//
The builder &f the Chapman-Hall| House now under consideration was Nathaghiel
Chapman. He was the half-brother of Anthony, and a house builder in v
Ipswich, Massachusetts. He was persuaded to come to Damariscotta to build
homes for the handful of settlers who had set up crude dwellings. He is
the builder of the now-preserved Chapman-Hall House Museum on Main Street
at the corner of King Street. This house, Nathaniel's home, was completed
in 1754. Nathaniel once owned nearly all of what is now Damariscotffa's"
Main Street and is therefore rightfully referred to as the 'father of Main
Street, Damariscotta.'" [t would not appear that Nathaniel Chapman earned
historic signi ficance beyond the environs of Damariscotta.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89;665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [T] State Local

Nawe 2237 £ //“ - ”3

The recommended

awrence Stuart

Title Director

Date March 26, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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