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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

QUOTATION FROM H.A.B.S. INVENTORY DATE OF RECORD 06-17-69

"The United Statics Gums torn House and Post Office in Bath was designed 
by Atnmi Burnham Youcrg (1800" 1874), who was Supervising Architect of the 
Treasury Department?_from 1852 to 1861. The building was completed and 
occupied in 1858. It is one of a series of buildings designed in fireproof 
construction by Young during an extremely active period of Federal con 
struction". "" The structural method employed by Young consisted of solid 
masonry exterior walls enclosing spaces vaulted by; parallel series of 
shaj-low brick arches supported by ironl-beams resting either on masonry 
interior partitions or, in operi'areas, on cast-iron columns. This system 
was the most technically advanced method of fireproof construction known 
at the time and was more economical than the stone masonry vaulting 
previously used for fireproof government buildings by Robert Mills.

"Stylistically, the Bath Custom House is a prime example of the 
Italianate Renaissance Revival mode which succeeded the Greek Revival 
manner^of Mills, Young's predecessor in office. The de,sign_is .restrained 
and suavely proportioned, handsome, elegant, and basically..classical* 
The beautifully crafted granite ashlar and the superbly executed carved 
detailing make the exterior a notable example of its type. It is 
representative of Young's work at its best.

"In ^912_the structure was extended approximately two fifths of its 
original depth_tioward_thejj:ear (west). The splendidly executed granite 
ashlar of the newer portion perfectly matches that of the original section. 
The building now measures approximately 70' x 78', Two stories in height 
with an exposed basement at the rear of the steeply sloping site, the 
Custom House has a five-bay front with a slightly projecting..central 
pedimented pavilion. The corners are emphasized by quoins, the windows 
have full architraves, and the triple entrance has a ..console, jupoorted 
cornice. The relatively low hipped^roof has a flat center deck which was 
originally railed by a balustrade, nowjnissing. The main cornice projects 
moderately and is supported by modilUons. Two pairs of granite chimneys 
above the north and south walls have-been removed. A vestibule_has_ been 
added near the southeast corner."

The physical description quoted above will hold true for this date, 
March 12, 1970.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ammi Burnham Young, now a forgotten architect, succeeded Robert Mills 
as architect_tp_^tij^^e_asjuj;y__Department ,in_J.852.and from his drawing 
boar<r~camea number of post offices and custom houses, many of them to be 
found still throughout the country. Best remembered for his designs of 
the Vermont capitol at Montpelier and the Boston Custom House, Young's 
government buildings in Portland and Bath, Maine; Providence, Rhode 
Island; Calveston, Texas; and Galena, Illinois, command attention by 
their beautiful proportions and the classical restraint exercised by 
this most Roman of American architects.

The ground for this building was purchased February 7 and November 
18, 1852, for the sum of $15,000, and extended from Front Street on the 
west to the Kennebec River on the east, being bounded on the north by 
Lambard Street and on the south by Vine Street. Subsequently, Commercial 
Street was cut through along the river front parallel with Front Street, 
separating the present custom house lot from the 'wharf £nd dock which 
formed a part of the original purchase. In pursuance oif an Act of 
Congress approved March 3, 1865, this wharf property was sold at public 
auction on March 12, 1866, for the sum of $2,700, the bounding lines of the 
Government lot now being about 235 feet north on Lambard Street, 260 feet 
east on Commercial Street, 206 feet south on Vine Street, and 236 feet west 
on Front Street.

The building, which is of grjjnite and fronts west, was completed 
and occupied in 1858, the actual cost of construction being $84,830.23.

The duty collected on customs at this port during the years ended 
June 30, 1885 and 1899, were $60,166 and $13,424 respectively. The postal 
receipts during this latter year aggregated $15,852.13. When the building 
was constructed the population of the city was about 7,000; in 1900 it 
was 10,477.

The first custom house in Bath owned by the United States was 
secured in 1834, it having been set off in partial settlement of a 
judgement against the Bath Bank. This property was sold December 11, 
1858 for $3,925, in pursuance of an Act of Congress approved March 11, 
1858. __u /
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A History of Public Buildings Under the Control of the Treasury 
Department .... .Washington, Government Printing Office, 1901, 
Pp. 224-225.

Owen, Henry W. .History of Bath, Maine 1936.

Tunnard, Christopher and Reed, Henry Hope Skyline 
Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston 1955
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At the present time, the U. S. Custom House and Post Office Building 
on Front Street in Bath, Maine, is fulfilling its original function. This 
building is maintained and administrated as a unit of the General Services 
Administration. In all probability, the property ultimately will be made 
available for disposal, but at this time, the General Services Administration 
is unable to predict when new construction will allow the replacement of 
the existing building.

In the meantime, the Marine Research Society of Bath, a non profit 
organization, actively involved in the research of Maine's maritime history 
and the collection and display of marine memorabilia, has indicated a 
strong desire that the Directors would like to acquire or lease, if necessary, 
the U. S. Custom House and Post Office Building in Bath at that time when 
it was no longer an active unit of the G. S. A.

The Liaison Officer for Maine has made contact with the G* S. A. in 
this regard. The G. S. A. has stated the order of priorities for surplus 
Federal property starts with the State and next with the municipality in 
which it is located. If no interest is expressed by these top priority 
governments, the property is placed for sale to individuals by way of sealed 
bids.

The State of Maine would be very pleased if it could perform a middle 
man's role in the transfer of this property to the Marine Research Society 
of Bath. If this should fail, the City of Bath may acquire the property 
and lease it to the Society. In any event, in the future, the U. S. Custom 
House would make an impressive and functional addition to the Societies 
Complex.
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