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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The chapel was constructed of stone with 12" x 18"
wall buttresses in 1876. The architectural style is mixed
Romanesque and Gothic. Windows in front and along the
sides have Gothic arches. Originally, rose windows

existed in the front and back walls. The building measures
24’ x 66'.

When the Episcopal Chapel was converted to a synagogue,
the interior was changed very little. An interior balcony
was added and the ceiling was replastered and rounded.

The building today is occupied by an artist who
updated the electrical and plumbing. Except for replacing
the original wooden doors with bronze doors, the artist
has respected the historical integrity of the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Emmanuel Shearith Israel Chapel, built in 1876, is
Denver's oldest church which is still standing. Originally
built by Bishop  John F. Spaulding as an Episcopalian
chapel, the site is also the location of an older religious
structure. Col. Lewis N. Tappan built a non-denominational
Sunday School on the site in 1859, before Bishop Spaulding
purchased the land in 1874.

By the 1890's, the religious background of the
Episcopal Chapel's neighborhood had changed. In 1903, the
congregation of Shearith Israel bought Emmanuel Episcopal
and converted the building into a synagogue. Jewish boys
in West Denver were taught Hebrew at the synagogue through
a Talmud Torah established there in 1906.

Due to a diminishing membership, regular services ceased
at Emmanuel Shearith in 1958. 1In 1963, the church was
converted into an artist's studio by the owner, Wolfgang
Pogzeba. Mr. Pogzeba has maintained the historical integrity
of the building and also provided an economically feasible
method for maintaining a Denver landmark. Unfortunately,
Urban Renewal project in the area of the chapel now threaten
the building's future.




Rocky Mountain News, December 8,

1940

The Episcopal Church in Colorado - 1860-1923 By A. Breck,

The Centennial History of the Jews of Colorado - 1859-1959

p.70, 124

by Allen Breck
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
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