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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Menor's Ferry is a typical 19th Century ferry operation crossing a swift 
mountain stream at a spot where the water is concentrated in a single deep 
channel by high, solidly formed, well vegetated banks on both sides. The 
site includes the homesite of Mr. Menor as well as the Ferry itself. The 
log buildings present an unusual appearance since Mr. Menor made use of an 
adjacent lime pit to manufacture a whitewash with which all buildings 
received a yearly application.

The ferry itself, large enough to carry a fully loaded wagon of logs plus 
a four horse team, was formed of two sharp prowed boats across which the 
carrying platform was set at right angles. The ferry swung from a cable 
by means of a double line either one of which could be shortened while its 
opposite was lengthened by means of a windlass set on the platform and 
operated by the pilot. Thus the prows of the boat could be pointed at the 
angle desired and the current itself carried the ferry across the stream.

This ferry operated across the Snake River just a short strolling distance 
above the present location of Grand Teton National Park headquarters at 
Moose, Wyoming.
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8. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Menor's Ferry is a typical 19th Century ferry operation crossing a swift mountain 
stream at a spot where the water is concentrated in a single deep channel by high, 
solidly forned, well vegetated banks on both sides. The site includes the homesite 
of Mr. Menor as well as the Ferry itself. The log buildings present an unusual 
appearance since Mr. Menor made use of an adjacent lime pit to manufacture a white 
wash with which all buildings received a yearly application.

The ferry itself, large enough to carry a fully loaded wagon of logs plus a four 
horse team, was formed of two sharp prowed boats across which the carrying platform 
was set at right angles. The ferry swung from a cable by means of a double line 
either one of which could be shortened while its opposite was lengthened by means 
of a windlass set on the platform and operated by the pilot. Thus the prows of 
the boat could be pointed at the angle desired and the current itself carried the 
ferry across the stream.

s   *i

This ferry operated across the Snake River just a short strolling distance above 
the present location of Grand Teton National Park headquarters at Moose, Wyoming.

9. HISTORICAL SUMMARY (significance, physical history, events, personages, sources of 
information)

See Addendum



MENOR'S FERRY 

Historic Landmark

County: Teton

Location: Moose, Grand Teton National Park. About 300 yards upstream 

from Teton National Park Headquarters Building.

SE% sec 25 ; R. 116_____W; T. 43______N. of 6th P.M.

Ownership; United States Government through the National Park Service, 

Department of the Interior.

Historic Phase and Importance: Commencement of settlement and formation

of local governments. This came at a later date in the Jackson Hole Country

than in other sections of Wyoming.

The importance of the Menor ferry would pertain to local, or perhaps 

state, history rather than to National History except for one circumstance. 

Because of the late date of civilization's appearance in Jackson Hole, 

this ferry across the treacherous and already -- despite closeness to 

source -- considerable Snake River was still in a completely observable 

state of preservation when it and its environs came into the possession 

of the Rockefeller family in 1929. The Rockefellers put the entire property, 

ferry owner's home and establishment as well as the ferry itself, back into 

first-class condition and, in 1953, turned the property to the National



Menor's Ferry 2 

Historic Phase and Importance:

Park Service. Thus, here at Moose, Wyoming, within easy strolling distance 

of the famous Teton National Park Headquarters and so within the view of 

more than 2,000,000 touring guests each year, is a completely and 

authentically restored vestige of how pioneer ancestors surmounted a 

grave obstacle -- the day to day passage of a dangerous river.

Prepared by: Ned Frost
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Bibliography and other Sources

Josephone C. Fabian. Jackson Hole, How to Discover and Enjoy It.

Booklet -- No publidier's name. Copyright by author. First edition 

1949, Eleventh edition 1966.

National Park Booklet. Campfire Tales of Jackson Hole with a special 

chapter by Frances Judge -- reprinted from Empire Magazine -- 

entitled Mountain River Men, The Story of Menor's Ferry. Published 

by Grand Teton Natural History Association, Moose, Wyoming, in 

cooperation with the National Park Service U. S. Department of 

the Interior. Copyright, Grand Teton Natural History Association, 

1960, 3rd printing 1968.

Interview. Mr. Dilley, Chief Park Naturalist, Grand Teton National Park. 

Mr. Hayden, President, Teton County Chapter, The Wyoming State 

Historical Society.
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Supporting data -- Historic Summary:

In 1892 Bill Menor came into Jackson Hole, and settled on a homestead 

by squatter's right.

This homestead was immediately on the west bank of the river in one 

of the few places where the entire stream ran in one well established 

channel having high enough banks to keep all the water between them even 

during the highest floods. Menor's location was almost square in front 

of the main mass of the Teton range and he had between him and the base 

of the mountains an extensive stretch of reasonably flat and so easily 

accessible country that was well timbered. As most of the settlers lived 

on the east side of the river where the forests for the most part grow 

in steep mountain sides and are,therefore, difficult to log, Menor showed 

a certain shrewdness in choosing his location.

For, once he had built his ferry, operating on the power of the river 

current itself, he had founded a business of interest to more than just 

the occasional traveler. The settlers had long been looking at the 

potential easy timber operations on the west bank of the Snake but then 

they looked at that formidable river itself and hied themselves back up 

the mountainsides to log on their own side of the valley. Now Menor 

built a ferry that would carry a wagon load of logs and a four horse 

team across the Snake in one trip. His business did very well.

Some years later his brother Holiday moved into Jackson Hole also 

and took up land on the east bank of the river covering the eastern ferry 

landing. Both of these men were bachelors and so, it goes without saying 

to those familiar with the western pioneer bachelor, characters. They



Manor's Ferry 5

were good cooks, good gardners, expert handy men and, even, in their own 

typical cantankerous fashion, good business men. They made good copy for 

neighborhood gossip and so, all in all, they established themselves as 

highly valued citizens of the Jackson's Hole pioneer society.

Bill Menor, no youth when he first came to Jackson Hole, was some 

eleven years older than Holiday. He sold out in 1918 and left the valley, 

going to California. There was a bridge built across the Snake, a little 

below the ferry site, in 1927. Before it was finished Holiday had also 

sold his land and followed his brother to California. There they died 

within a year of each other.

The Manor's Ferry site, judged on the grounds of its consequence to 

contemporary affairs during its working years, is surely of local and 

perhaps of state importance. As a relic of pioneer days and ways, and 

because of its location, accessible to large numbers of vacationing 

public, it is here presented for consideration of nomination to the 

National Register as a National Historic Landmark.


