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e Frestonsburg socouples a narrow k x«wl Yand,

ppyoocimately 280 acves, along the east bank f bhe Big ﬁgﬁﬁy
Fiverts L Fork, surrounded by steep, wooded Rills. ﬂltnuuuk a limited
amount of residential construcstion hag taken i the lower e of  hhe
Fills, m of bl olty’s development bhas been confined to thi VATED A
pmttwrn that is typical of sastern Kentuoky towns., Frestonsburg®s street .
pattern, also characteristic of cities in eastern Fentucoky, 18 charactgrlgﬁg
by & grid of marrvow streets.  This regularity of this pattern ls occasionally
iﬁt@r;uwtwd hy roadways that cwwve around the 3 the hills amd by alley-
like "lanes, " some of which accomodate vehicular i and some whioh serve
as walkways., The city’s main north-south thoroughfaore is UL :
labeled Lake Drive within the city limite. ﬁzx main w;atwwmw"
County Foad 114, whicoh connedcd with the He ! g Mourntain Eafkwﬁy west
af the town. Flowd Courndy sev e by Lh& arch Do Faillroad,
whome btracks parallel the west bank of the The area’s @oonomy
ia based on coal mining, oll and gas prmductlmﬁg and laogging.

The early development of Frestonsburg was centered on the river. As a
rasult, the majority of its Ristoric buildings can be fouwnd alumgwkh@ strests
that parallel the river, Front Streedt and dSrnold dvernae, bebween Foube 114
ard Grabam Streset. Over time, the ity gradually @x;and@d Lo b
and souti. Huﬁwvwip s opment continued to take place in all
Aancormmen B Fing ol dey bud Tdings intermingls

poodty blooks includs a varieby of buildin T ovar ded
shyvle, construched cover Fifty or even a hundred years’

ror by
of e

miLc

i

I BT
=oal e,
Time.

Community Development of Prestonsburg, o, 1815 -~ 1945

Early Development of the Frestonsburg area, o. 173018579

The rverorded history of sbonsbuwrg, one of the oldest twwv% i tha‘ﬂig ‘
Sandy wvallsy, Dhegins in Tate 1700%=x, Im 1791, pior | S lock ds
said to have built the fivst howse in the viocinity.  Five yvears latey, Jokhn
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Freston conducted a suwrvey of 800 acrvres of land in the area. Johrn Grabam,
deputy surveyor Tor Mason County, purohased this BOO-acre ; ard named the
fledgling sebttlement "Freston’s Station.”  On May 3, 1797, F ‘ Station
cfficially becams bthe town of Pr Duvg. At the bime of
incorporation, it bad only six oy G, I 1800, Floyd O
from of Mason, Montgomery and Fleming Dounti y Wilth Fre : DUy g #E
ts seat of government.  The oew county, whickh was the Tortieth oreated by
Lhe Commonwealth of FKenbucky, took its nams from Colonel Jobn Floyd, piloneesr
arnd Indian fighter. Tt as interesti o mote that at the time of its
formation, Floyd County : than its present size and included
the present-day 2 & : oy, Marting, Letoher, Magoffin and
Ferry Dounties, as well as sections of seven obther sastern Fentuwoky couantiss.

wanty was for med

Becauwse of its extreme isclakion, the Big Sandy region vemained a viviual
wilderness., Its only roads were buffalo btraces, and supplies were brought in
by pack-mules or on flatboats., Nonetheless, signs of civilization slowly
began to appear. In 18B0E the state legislature funded the conmstruction of
a road from the ftown of Mount Sterling in central Fentucky to the "Vivaginia
Froad, " which sxbended sas from the Big Sandy valley. By the sarly 1800%s
Cltine emxact da Mas not been determined) Prestonsburg was part of the Big
Samdy oirvowit of sthodi st Churoh, served by traveling preachers. In 1818
the town®s Tirvst 5, o8 general store and tannery operated by a man
mamed David Cooley, opsned its doors. O Janwary 13, 1HZ0, Frestonsbu
sohanl , the Pre crshurg Acacdemy, wa babrl i shed by '
Tature. Areobher milesstone wag “ im 18EEY when
Lhie Lso e mocie of

Lo
foar
R

mant  ovEr
sl el abylished in the b
1y which had
T e i bedd. 2N
home heabting. Despits thess i
a very small fown, with only thres
Wilth the sxzception of the previowsly-mentionsd

G ey

T

X anfroat T
Frestomnsburg in 1850

D i lding

oy

arc 20 or
1 Bamasl May Houos
whiich was located well outside the olbty at the time of its consbruckion, no

Buildings dating from this period appesr o bhave survived bto the present day.

Mid-—to-Late Mints

syt Cerbuyy D s1oopmant dn tonsburg, 18
Im 1886, Prestonsburg bhad 100 residents. ite population had reached
300. A photograph of the city taken in a town of white
Cclapboard bhouses, widely scatbtered, surrounded by plowed fields,

The Civil War had a disvuptive influence on the town. &t the helght of the
conflict, many students left school for the army. Blirmishes fought neacby
included the battles of Jenny's Creebk and Middle Oresk, both of which took

place in Januwary of 1862, Duwring these conflicts O

lomel James &, Gar Tield
comandeered the home of Jobn Burns (no longer extant), an attorney and
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politician, as his temporary headogusarters. Local tradition sbtates that

Gar field liked Burns® house so much That he purchased it after the war was
over . But there is no evidence he ever lived in it. The oity saw action of
a different sort in 1863 when General Jobn Hunt Morgan of the Confederate
Army, in the midet of his last Fentucky campaign, camped out for bthrees days
i the home of Solomon De Rosseb (no longer standing?) on Front Street.

i?m ing the postb-Divil War yvears the development of Floyd County?s ocoal

LA brecan o oa |l g soale, and far-sighted residents began to reap
graeat profits from the puroha of mineral rvights and their re-sale to coal
operators. Among bhose who made thelr fortunes in this manner was Walter 5.
Harkins, an abttorney and banker whoo oollaborated with Jobhn ©. O Mayo of
nelghboring Jobnson County while the latter was buillding his coal empire.

e

Im the vears after the war, Frestomsburg gradually evolved from a small
ﬁ@ttlgmenL irnto an estalished town with commercial, financial, religious and
ol atiomal dnstitutions of itse own. Im 1869, ITsasc Richmond and his sons
operned s geneval store on Front Street north of Cowrt. In 1890 the city’s
firet Tinancial institubion, the Bank Josephine, opened its doors. Tte
establishment was related o the infusion of new money into the oibty’s
economy from the development of the area’s coal resowrces. The Banbk Josephine,
was mamed by its fouwnder Walter 8. Harkins in bhornor of his wife Josephine
Davidsorn, and certificates of stock bove her likeness. This savings
ingtituwtion was the second to open in sastern Fentucky. In 1873, the
Frestonsburg dcademy and Mormal School opened its doovrse.  The dAcadeny and
Mormal School was the successor of the Prestonsburg academy, which was
destroyed by firm'~mtfn"'thw war . The area’s Tirvset institubion of kighes
learmning, the B “:y ard Prestonsbarg Normal fnllmqm el A 1HESL.
Thie oiby?ae fir Yw‘iu =S W R R i Chiav oy

Ciorm, the Mebthodlst .
Houbh, was founded in Im 1891, & Presbyberian congre
eatabl L shed.

The Coming of the Failroad and its Impact on Prestonsburg, 1903-19%19

ezbons in the city's commercial history oocowred in 1303 when the

repake and Okio Raillroad opened & line thvough the city, with a passenger
and 1rmight depot in West Prs qsburg e longer extant).  The roilroad
provided a new impetus for the city’s development. It gave the city access
booa muach wider variety of goods and bullding materials from distant markets
and facilitabted the shipping of coal from area mines, resulting in greater
profits for opsrators.

impact of the coming of the railvoad e clearly visible in the city's
Puilt envivonment. Buildings constructed after the turn of the century
€5 move stylish pretensions and soploy mores varied and expensive
tals than those bullt belfore 1900, The increasing s af bk
@\iiu] arc commarcial bulldings comstructed during +hiw By & aleo appesrs

A
1_-
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ter e a reflection of the city's new wmllwb@iﬁg;

the impact of the railrvroad on Prestonsburg, re
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Im 1904 the city's second
built & new headguartbers
Street opposite Court
the lsaac Fichmond Store (FD-SR),
located on the af wide of Front
largest mercantile bullding cat
built & Meo-Ulassical stone edifice
Lhe Bank Josephine

Two years later,
the northeast corner of Cowrt and
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Frestonsburg’s religiows organizationeg reflected the city’s

the Fresbyterian church of Prestons
Central dvenue (FD-5%). Five vears
Memovial Churcohk, was founded. Ir
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south, It also provided ready access
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ended by the first major
Caleo called the "Mayo Traild,
Wi th the counties of Johnson,

as Magoffin and Fike to the west and
via connecting roads

to o podnts in
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of the decads when the Chesapeake and
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providing rail travelers with

e

=i

Lhie

pasler access to their West Frestonsburg depot.

T acoomodate the new residents, nUunerous naew
the hitherto undeveloped edges of the town.
Gar field and s&rnold and Bpradlin Additions on

Eichmond and Harmison Addition on lower Central and Maple Avenuss.
whiioh had vemained comparatively modest prior to 19EC

vallues,

subdivisions were platted on
Mew developments included the
aril

Morth armold dvenue, e
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accordingly. While Isaac FEichmond bad purohe 1TEL 178 acves Tor only $32,000
in 1874, in 1914 an average &0 x 150 lob in his namesake subdivision sold for
ET7EO, By 1925 that same parcel, on which & dwelling had yet to be buillt, cost
aii,ﬁd;ﬂﬁn Styliah mew homes Were built for abttorndes B Fo Combs @
Joseph D Harking (FD-6%), among others, on North Avnold Svenue. Nvu
commeycdal ol ldings bructed during the decade included the Huaghess
Building <1827 on Fromt Strest, Dhuillt on s culation by dragglet Jobn Hughes
CFD-103 the Combs and Combs Buillding next CFD-10y "motion plobure!
theatre on aarh Streest; and pew Pure 011 f:]llnu stations at the north and
soubth ends of town., By there ware fTowr hotels in opsrabion io the city.
New retall enterprises pel CThie Ben Franklin and Leader stoves on Douwrd
Street. The city’s growth was reflected in the school system, and in 1922
its firet public high school FD-74), located on the west side of North Arrcld

P

Aveaenue, opened its doomrs, -
The advent of the Great Depression brought difricult times to Floyd County.
Mistorian Henry Scal f details how erosion and poor farming pracbices Look
their toll on surrvounding croplandy; once-abundant timbey rveserves ran ouh,
curtaliling the logging industery; and coal production dropped as : Ve e
ahaunstecd. Nonetheless, a limited amount of building in Prestonzsburg
continued. The Fratermnal Order of Odd Fellows constructed a new headguarters
oy Feont Styeet in 19310 OFD-12, and the suwier MHodtel built & new Lhr@wmﬁtmry
building rme=xt door Lo tThe Odd Fellows lodge in bthe samse yeay (FD-10.
Although vesidential construction appears to : ‘Iﬂbﬁd b Ghe soonomio
gdownturn, It did oot halt s qest e, : =y bu
”ali;h‘nv simply comnsbruot i Fronmes
During bthe Depression years F
oy el b from bk
oo e Wor ke P Je
wenr e ocornstructad during
as o completed dn

have

W R

came o
el
arch a new grade




F. Associated Property Types

I.  Name of Property Type

Il. Description

Il. Significance

IV. Registration Requirements

See continuation sheet

DSee continuation sheet for additional property types



G. Summary of Ildentification and Evaluation Methods

Discuss the methods used in developing the multiple property listing.

II_L]See continuation sheet

H. Major Bibliographical References

Kl See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional documentation:

IE State historic preservation office []Local government
[ Other State agency ] University
[_IFederal agency [Jother

Specify repository: Kentucky Heritage Council, Frankfort, Kentucky

l. Form Prepared By

Margaret Warminski, Historic Preservation Consultant

name/title
organization date December 1988
street & number 340 East Second Street telephone _606/581-2883

city or town Newport state _ Kentucky zip code _41071
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Fo. #associated Property Types
To Mame of Froperty Type: Dwelling

R D tion

3

s Dud Lolings associated with the formative era in the town's history

: = IB5G  have survived. g B VEBCE arce survey of

arvabiarg® codnoue ted by Fernmeth T, Gibbs and Les Walbksry of the Fentuohky

e Donred o documented only three dating from this period. The De
L Houwse (FD-7) at 36 South Front Street s Duilt o. L1815 by Solomon De
Fosseth, a Frenoh fur buyer. éGooording o Henvy Scald, De Rossett came to
Fentucky in the 1800%s to purchase beayr skins for Nupn10nn’w army but decided
to o settle here permansntly ver time the De Ro Lt Howse’s original log
cove was gradual by aJLer@d, gxpanded and sheathed in weatherboarding.  The
inventory form prepared in 1978 depicts a two-story, five-bay, center-passage
dwelling of symmetrical composition with a oo 1920%s two-story gabled
portico.  Rectangular sidelights and double doors graced the front entry.

The De Rossett House was severely damaged by fTirve in sarly 1985 and
stbrsequently demol lshed.

Very

I

Two years after De
oy g sbantial re
= LAY LY . May
hu11u1nu

seebt built his log dewselling, Samuel May built a much

e at the mowktkh o of Abbobt O 321 ety ool

Fad moved here from VYivrginia in the earl
anc operator of & mill. : ]

: " s From JESE

.?Wjﬁ“ Fimar

prol
ﬁ@nAuw fom
""" sl ool The o
quin ields where

iyl ﬁf

. g

Thie Burms Mo
A iErLe amd Fri“
voac bhat

wibth brick
whd e & on
listed in the f'.issr.,gl&

iFﬁmﬂb, located at the norbhwe corner of Morth évrmold
Slre was bullt o. It faced a long-since-abs

: viver. The house’s bwoe-story, five-bay main blogk
thlmﬁ&/% was dominated by oa two-story gabled portioo,
Ll owith stone chimney adjodned the rear.  The Burns
b dim 1974, was demolished in the sarly 19807 s,

Beveral duwellings survive from the VYictorian erva (0. 18601305,
concentrated near the river, along Frond Strest and South Srvnold dvenus, Two
types predominater: the T-plan cottage, one o one-and-a-hal f o stories in
height with hipped or gabled roof; and the I-house, bwo stories tall and
three or five bays wide wilth center-passage plan and a side-gabled, or much
less freguently, a truncated hip roof. The latter presented an adaptation of
the bas browse plan exemplified by both the De Rossebt House (in its final,
sypanded form? and the Burns House. &8s in sarlier years, frame consbruchion
was the norm: neither the 1978 or 1987 swrvey discovered any masonry

EY
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dwellings predating 1900 with the exception of the Samuel May House
Frestonsburg’e Victorian-era dwellings have endured insensitive alterations,
mary of which took place in the wake of a devastating | flood.  Buch

meadtd fications included the addition of aluminum o vinyl siding and the
vemoval o of oviginal povohes, oorni oy omotl dings Gthers have suffered
from neglect and deferred maintenance.

o Most of

A motable evample of . Ui#?mviammmra I~house was presentecd by the Greenville
Dawideon MHowse : ey Hx Adrreolod Avernus (FD-33,  This dweelling, built o.
TE7E, bore bthe ol g oone of the city?s oldest resider Ge ke
DRDavidson Mowse, ories high with & kruncaL(d hipped roof, corner
pilasters and AW sy Teatwred & Dolomial fU“JVd] farmlighted
choorway atdded in the earvly twe bury .  After ye ;o that
randered Lt structurally unsound, it was demolished in e of the
cityrs move intact exbant QVﬁmﬁl 1w the Falph Boobon CFD-G1Y o Freont
Btreet, Built o 3 Thies Ei Hnubu stands twoe stories high and five
bays wide Wwith & ' fovyy incomplete returns. Spindlework
galleries extend along ; tmvy vear @ll. The Booton House, vacant {or
nany years and presently in s doorated condition, has undergone alterations
ircluding the addition of vapl nent windows and removal of box guthevas.
The Salisbuary House (FD-843, %u)”lhlhﬂ Ll shor Mowss on the moarthy @
somewhat of an anomaly. nthnuuh its basio plam i similar to it oof bhe
Bowton Mouss and obbere Vicbordan dwwlllmgﬁ i the city, 1t was Ml vl
remodel led in the late mninetesnth century. &b this time a new wing was
copstructed and a hexagonal tower, clad in wood shingles of varied pattern,
sooaddcded fo dhs noe bl ’ i sk rtmndc}lznq< vave sheathed the
Thie hous ' : i Victorian—ara

1

: ~LVAY g
& polygonal

Lolsrio e ; mairn il : from the

added at the twn of the : st i o
imcluding the agddition of & full-height portico, 1t remasins the
city?s best-presevved Viotorian dw@llimgu

ot
%
L, 5
o

of Yictorian frame T-plan cobttages,
ith mnn3l inset entry porohes, can be found on :
Cantral  dovent CFD-23003 ., wﬁl Fave suf Tered numsrous
aiding, wWwindow replace roby o remodel L ing
individual swample i i Iy 201 Maple Ave
story cottage with gabled ;umf . s bay
pilasters, Tt remains Lnb:
posts (doocumsnted on G

of

; i Lot
ﬁ FﬂVLJLHl av Ly fine
g CFD-EY, a onse-and-a-hal T
g OV T mouldings DY TR

- o bhe renlacement of its Tuscan poroh
g 1970 survey) ujih mocheyr e ores of wrought-iromn. Two
aurviving T-plan ko of larvger scale can al Tonand stamding two
stories high with steeply-pitohed hlpp@d yowafe Z.th Frave Deen
severely altered, one by the addivtion of aluminum siding and removal of

1

details, and the other by & modern bhrick veneey.

1

*’;
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During the sarly twentisth century the city's bhousing stook became more
diverse., There was a new emphasis on sbyle, and the dmerican Fouwrsguare and
Home st modes gained in popularity, 9upplmmmnting the designs that had been
the norm in earlier years. More expensive materials, including presssed or
wive-cuwt brick, cut sandstone, and tile, slate and pressed-metal shingle
roafing, came inbto wse Some of the city's more elaborate homnes aleo
featured windows of leaded or beveled glass

The sarly 1900%s also saw bthe construction of several large and impressive
hromes for the town’s leading citizens. Perbaps the most elaborate was the
Walter 5. MHarkins MHowse Omo longsy extant) on the sast side of Sowth dArnold
Avanue south of West Cowrt Strvest.  This grand bome in the Sueen Anne stbyles,
larger by far than any that had preceded it, w consbtructed of brick and
sancletone and featwed s ocormer tower. The howse sy v oundead Dy oa
wirought-ivon fence and was sited on a large 1ot complets with such wnheard-afl
amanities as & gresnhog and a carviage house Local tradition attributes
the design of the MHarking House to "a Cincinnatl architect”
not yet b v Lear e, I 1908 an ormate frame ves
Free Classic mode was buildt on South dArpold sSvenus
r e o slonsel May (FD- Du|;ﬁg the last yvears of
politician Andrew I EMAsLTL T May built oa la
im o bhe FoursousareeDraftsman ~Lf1w o Moy bl Al

B Pams has
dence in the Duesn Anne
for a man from Vivginla
World Way T, atborney and
erer brome of %Yr“*uul ik
Mvmrie OF

@

Most of the city's American Fours idences
smploy variabtions of the sane basic plﬂn Ly
Twn or bhorse b yw widm with a full-width front
Mapped voof T mq vt oy men wlm**
conrway treatments b omalldep el ights
ernhancemnsnts o these deellings, as were Drafls
tails, overhanging gy andd window designs.
Fowrsguare include 208 Cenbtral dvenoe (FD-793, nur3L st brick with a
oot of pressedemebal shingles and Craftsman windows.  The Sobttrell and May
Howses at 24 mmﬂ ﬂﬁ Sowtth Arnold Avenue (FD-7E) are companion dwellings of
somewhat larger scale, featwring wrap-around verandas bovme by Tusoan

sl umns,  leaded g]u:& windows, and restrained Colonial Revival detailing.

The Annie allen Howse (FD-52) on Morth Lake Drive opposite ity Mall is
rvtable for its of rough-cut locally-guarried sandstone as a building
material.

gate from . IWOS-1391% and
gl AL Figh and

«nd ¥}

wiowa
WERT @ 0 TN

rafher

Ll Ay @ an

The most stylish example of the Smerican Foursquarve in Frestonsburg is the o.
1917 May-l.atta House (FD-E 33 Morth Arnold Avenue.  Albhough a number of
the oity’s Foursguare dww]' I Fimt at the Arvts and Crafts movemsnt, the
May-l.atta HMouse is the only dwelling i the ity in which this is fully

devel oped.

T

Frestonaburg® s Homestead
plainer and less wvaried.
# steeply-pitohed front

o 19051315, on the obher hand, are
: 'twcxfndfuﬂlr & high and bwo bays wide with
Some featuwrs roof dormers on side
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