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The city of Prestonsburg, Kentucky (1980 population: 4,800), seat of Floyd 
C o u n t y, :i. s s i t u ate d i n i< e n t u c k y • s r u g g e d , m o u n t a i n o u s a n d sparsely s e 111 6? d 
eastern region. Prestonsburg occupies a narrow crescent of level land, 
c o n ta in ing ap pr ox i mat e1y 250 ac re s, a1on g t he east ban k of the B i g S andy 
River's Levisa For k, surrounded by steep, wooded hills. Although a limited 
a m o u n t o f r e s i d e n t i a 1 c o n s t r u c t i o n h a s t a k e n p 1 a c e o n t h e 1 o w e r s 1 o p e s o f t h e 
hills, most of the city ? s development has been confined to this terrace? a 
patter n t hat is t y p i ca1 of e a st er n Ken t uc ky t owns  Prest onsb ur g ? s st r eet 
pattern ? also characteristic of cities in eastern Kentucky, is characterized 
by a g r i d o f n a r r o w street s. "i" h i s r e g u 1 a r i t y o f t h i s p a 11 e r n i B o c c: a s i o n ally 
interrupted by roadways that curve around the base of the hills and by alley- 
1 i k e " 1 an es v n some o f wh i c h ac c omod at e veh i c: u 1 ar t r a f f i c an d some wh i c h ser ve 
a s w a 1 k w a y s« T h e c i t y p s m a i n n o r t h  -  s o u t h t h o r o u g h f a r e i s U. S« 2 3 4 6 0, 
labeled Lake Drive within the city limits. Its main east-west artery is 
C o u n t y R o a d .114, w h i c h c o n n e c t s w i t h t h e B e r t T» C o m b s M o u n t a i n P a r k w a y w e s t 
of the town. Floyd County is served by the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad, 
whose tracks parallel the west bank of the Levisa Fork. The area's economy 
i s b a s e d o n c o a 1 m i n i n g , o i 1 a n d g a s p r o d u c: t i o n f a n d 1 o g g i n g  

T l-i e e a. r 1 y d e v e 1 o p m e n t o f P r e s t o n s b u r g w a s c e n t e r e d o n t he r i v e r   A s a 
r esu11  the ma. j or i t y o f i t s hi st ori c b u i1di n g s c an b e foun d a1ong th e streets 
that parallel the river, Front Street and Arnold Avenue, between Route 1:14 
and Graham Street. Over time, the city gradually expanded to the north, east 
and south. However, development continued to take place in all areas of the 
c i t y« s o i t i s n o t u n c. o m m o n t o f i n d o i d e r b u i 1 d i n g s i n t e r m i n g I e d w i t h m u c: h 
newer- o n e s, an d m o s t c i t y b 1 o c k s i n c i u d e a variety o f b u i 1 d ing s o f v a r i e d 
scale, m a s s i n g a n d s t y 1 e, c o n s t r u c t e d o v e r fifty o r even a h u n c:! red years 5" 
t i me«

C o m m u n i t y D e v e 1 o p m e n t o f F1 rest o n s b u r g , c . 1 B 1 5   19 4 5 

Earl y D e v e 1 o p m e n t o f t h e P r e s t o n s b u r g a r e a, c . 17 '3 0 -18 5 9

The recorded history of Prestonsburg, one of the oldest towns in the Big 
Sandy valley,, begins in the late 1700 ? s» In 1791, pioneer John Spi'^lock is 
said to have built the first house in the vicinity. Five years later;, John
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Preston conducted a survey of 800 acres of land in the area. John Graham, 
deputy B ur v ey or f or Ma son Coun t y, p u r c h a sed t h i s 800- -a c r e tract a n d named t h e 
fledgling settlement "Preston's Station-" On May 3, 1797, Preston's Station 
o f f i c i a 1 1 y be c a m e the t o w n o f P r e s t o n s b u r g . A t t h e t i m e o f i t s 
incorporation, it had only six residents- In 1800, Floyd County was formed 
f r o m s e c t i o n s o f M a s o n , M o n t g o m e r y a n d F" 1 e m i n g C o u n t i e s, w i t h F' r e s t o n s b u r g as 
i t s s eat o f g o v e r n m e n t   T h e n e w c o u n t y, w h i c: h w a s t h e f o r t i e t h c: r- e a t e d b y 
t h e C o m m o n w e a 11 h o f S< e n t u c k y, t o o k i t s n a m e f r o f n C o 1 o n el J o h n F" 1 o y d , p i o n e e r 
and Indian fighter,, It is interesting to note that at the time of its 
formation, Floyd County was much larger than its present size and included 
the present-day counties of Pike, Johnson, Martin, Letcher, Magoffin and 
Perry Counties, as well as sections of seven other eastern Kentucky counties.

Because of its extreme isolation, the Big Sandy region remained a virtual 
wilderness. Its only roads were buffalo traces, and supplies were brought in 
by pac k"-mul es or on f 1 at boat s« Nonet hel ess, si gns o f c i vi 1 i z at i on si owl y 
began to appear- In 1802 the state legislature funded the construction of 
a road from the town of Mount Sterling in central Kentucky to the "Virginia 
Road," which extended east from the Big Sandy valley. By the early ISOO's 
(the exact date has not been determined) Prestonsburg was part of the Big 
San d y c: i r c u i t o f t h e Met h od i st Ch ur c h , ser ved by t r ave 1 i n g p r eac h er s. In 1818 
the town's first business, a general store and tannery operated by a man 
named David C ooley, open ed i ts doors  On January 13, 1 B20 , Pr est on sbur g " s 
first school, the Prestonsburg Academy, was established by the Kentucky 
Legislature. Another milestone was reached in 1837 when a steamboat first 
traveled t h e B i g S a n d y t o F' rest o n s b u r g - "i" h i s n e w en o d e o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
r e pre s ent ed a mar ke d im prov e m sn t ov er earlier one s, a nd event ua11y f our 
1 a n d i n g s w o u 1 d b e e s t a b 1 -i s h e d i n t h e t o w n   D u r i n q t h e 1 & 4 0* s t h e area's r i c: h 
d e p o s i t s o f b i t u m i n o u s c o a 1 ? w h i c h h a d b e e n d i s c o v e r- e d a c e n t u ry earlier , 
f i r s t b e g a n t o be ex p 1 o i t e c:!. C o a 1 w a s f i r s t u. s e d f o r s t e a rn b o at f u e 1 a n d 
later for home heating. Despite these advances, Prestonsburg in 1850 was 
still a very small town, with only three streets and 20 or 30 buildings,, 
With the ex c e p t i o n o f t h e p r e v i o u sly ~- m e n t i o n e d Samuel May H o u s e (F" D -  2 3) , 
wh i c h was 1 oc at ed well out s i d e the c: i t y at the t i me o f i t s c on s t r uc t i on , n o 
buildings dating from this period appear to have survived to the present day.

Hi d  to-Late Ninteenth Century Development in Pr estonsbur g, 18 60--1902

In 1886, Prestonsburg had 100 residents. By 1890, its population had reached 
305- A photograph of the city taken in 1887 depicts a town of white 
clapboard houses, widely scattered, surrounded by plowed fields.

The Civil War had a disruptive influence on the town. At the height of the 
conflict, many students left school for the army. Skirmishes fought nearby 
included the battles of Jenny's Creek and Middle Creek, both of which took 
place in January of 1862. During these conflicts Colonel James A. Gar field 
c o m a n d e e r e d the h o me of J' o h n Bur n s C n o 1 o n g e r extant), a n a 11 o r n e y a n d
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p o 1 :i. t i c i a n , a s h i s t e m p o r a r y h e a d q u a r t e r s » L o c -a 1 t r adit i o n s t a t e s t h a t 
Gar field liked Burns' house so much that he purchased it after the war was 
over . But there is no evidence he ever lived in it. The city saw action of 
a different sort in 1863 when General John Hunt Morgan of the Confederate 
Army, in the midst of his last Kentucky campaign, camped out for three days 
i n t h e h o m e o f S o 1 o m o n D e R o s s e t ( n o 1 o n g e r s t a n d i n g > o n F r o n t Street.

D u r i n g t h e p o s t - C i v i 1 War year s t h e d e v e 1 o p f n e n t o f F 1 o y d C o u n t y ' s c: o a 1 
resources began on a larger scale, and far-sighted residents began to reap 
g r e a t p r o f i t s f r o m t h e p u r c h a s e o f m i n e r a 1 r i g h t s a n d t h e i r r e -    sale t o c o a 1 
operators. Among those who made their fortunes in this manner was Walter S. 
Hark ins, an attorney and banker who collaborated with John C. C. Mayo of 
neighboring Johnson County while the latter was building his coal empire-

In the years after the war, Prestonsburg gradually evolved from a small 
s e 1 1 1 e m e n t i n t o a n e s t a 1 i s h e d t o w n w i t h c o m m e r c i a 1 , f i n a n c i a 1 , r e 1 i g i o u s a n d 
e d u c a t i o n a 1 i n s t i t u t i o n s o f i t s o w n . In 1869, I s a a c R i c h m o n d a n d h i s s o n s 
opened a general store on Front Street north of Court. In 1890 the city's 
first financial institutions the Bank Josephine, opened its doors. Its 
establishment was related to the infusion of new money into the city's 
economy from the development of the area's coal resources. The Bank Josephine. 
was named by its founder Walter S. Hark ins in honor of his wife Josephine 
Davidson, and certificates of stock bore her likeness. This savings 
institution was the second to open in eastern Kentucky. In 1873, the 
P r e s t o n s b u r g A c a d e m y a n d M o r m a 1 S c h o o 1 o p e n e d i t s d o o r s . The A c a d e m y a n d 
Normal School was the successor of the Prestonsburg Academy, which was 
destroyed by fire after the war. The area's first institution of higher 
learning, the East Kentucky and Prestonsburg Normal College, opened in 1891. 
T h e city's fir s t r e 1 i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e Met h o c:! i s t E p i s c o p a 1 C h u r c h 
S o u. t h , w a s f c> u n d e d i. n 1 B 8 3 . In 1891, a P r e s b y t e r i a n c o n g r e g a t i o n w a s 
establ i shed  

T h e C o rn i n g o f t h e R a i 1 r o a d a n d i t s I m p a c t o n P r e s t o n s b u. r g , 1 9 0 3   1 9 1 9

A mile s t o n e i n t h e c i t y ' s c o m m e r c i a 1 h i s t o r y o c c u r r e d i n 1 9 0 3 w h e n the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad opened a line through the city, with a passenger 
and freight depot in West Prestonsburg (no longer extant >. The railroad 
provided a new impetus for the city's development. It gave the city access 
to a much wider variety of goods and building materials from distant markets 
and facilitated the shipping of coal from area mines, resulting in greater 
p r o f i t s f o r o p e r a t o r s .

The impact of the coming of the railroad is clearly visible in the city's 
built environment. I3u:i. Idi ngs constructed after the turn of the century 
assume more stylish pretensions and employ more varied and expensive 
materials than those built before 1900. The increasing scale of both 
residential and commercial buildings constructed during this era also appears
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t o be a r e f 1 ec t i on of the c: :i. t y' s ne w we 11 -bei ng. For f ur t her di sc:ussi on o f 
the impact of the railroad on Prestonsburg, refer to Section F".

In 19 0 4 the city's s e c o n d f i n a n c i a 1 i n s t i t LI t i o n, t h e F" i r s t N a t i o n a 1 Bank, 
built a new headquarters (no longer standing) on the west side of Front 
S t r   e e t o p p o s i t e C o u r t Street. 1914 saw t h e c o n s t r u c: t i o n o f a new h o m e f o r 
t h e I s a a c R i c h m o n d B t o r e C F D    - 58) » T h i s n e w t h r e e    - s t o r y b r i c k b u i 1 d i n g , 
1 o c a t e d o n t h e e a s t s i t:! e o f F r o n t S t r e e t s o u t h o f C o u r t, was t h e c: i t y' s 
1 ar g est mer c an tile b u i 1 d i n g t o c! at e . I n t h e same year , Wa 11 er S» Mar k i n s 
b LA i 11 a N e o -    C1 a s s i c: a i s t o n e edi.fi c: e (F" D - 2) t o h o u s e h i s f a m i 1 y' s law f i r m'. 
Two years later, the Bank Josephine constructed a new headquarters (FD--1) at 
the northeast corner of Court and Front Streets.

Pr es t on sb ur g p s r e 1 i g i ou s or g an i z at i on s r e f 1 ec t ed t h e city' s g r o w t h   I n 1902 
t h e P r e s byte r i a n c h u r- c: h o f P r e s t o n s b u r g b u i 11 i t s first p e r mane n t h o m e o n 
Central Avenue (FD-59). Five years later a Baptist group, the Irene Cole 
Memorial Church, was founded. In 1917, following a successful revival that 
swelled the r a n i-:: s o f it s c o n g r e g a t i o n , the Me t h o d i < » t C h u r c h S o u t h fa e g a n 
construction of a new house of worship (FD---S) on South Arnold Avenue north of 
Graham Street.

The Boom Years, 1320-1940

Beginning in the 1920's, the exploitation of the area's coal reserves on an 
unprecedented scale brought new prosperity and dynamic growth to eastern 
Kentucky towns,, By Floyd County, with 62 mines in operation, was the 
state's f our th--l ar gest producer of coal, its output exceeded only by Belly 
Har 1 an and Pike Counties. Prestonsburg shared in this new boom., By 1926 its 
p opu1 a t i on h a d r eac h ed 3,000 f a n i nc r e a se of nearly 1,000X ov er its 1900 
total of 409.

In the early 1920 y s y F1oyd Coun t y ? s i so1 a ti on was ended by t h e fir st ma. j or 
road improvement in over 100 years. U. S. 23 (also called the "Mayo Trail"), 
a paved two-lane road, connected Prestonsburg with the counties of Johnson, 
Lawrence and Boycl to the north as well as Magoffin and Pike to the west and 
s o u t h. It also p r ov i ded ready ac c ess via c on n ec t i n g r oads t o poi nt s i n 
southern Ohio and northern Kentucky. Another major transportation 
i rnpr ovement t ook p1ac e t owar d t h e en d of the dec ad e when t h e Ch esap ea ke an d 
Ohio Railroad commissioned the building of two highway bridges across the 
Levisa Fork at opposite ends of the town, providing rail travelers with 
easier access to their West Prestonsburg depot.

To accomodate the new residents, numerous new subdivisions were platted on 
t h e h i t h e r t o u n d e v e 1 o p e d e d g e s o f t h e t o w n . N e w d e v e 1 o p m e n t s i n c 1 u d e d t h e 
Gar field and Arnold and Spradlin Additions on North Arnold Avenue, and the 
Richmond and Harmi son Addition on lower Central and Maple Avenues. Property 
v a 1 u e B y. w h i c: h h ad r e m a i n e d c o m p a r a t i v e 1 y m o c:! e s t j::) r i o r t o 19 2 0, s k y r o c: k e t e cl
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accordingly. While Isaac Richmond had purchased 81 1/2 acres for only $2,000 
in .18 7 4, i n 1914 a n a v e r a g e 6 0 x 15 0 1 o t i n Pi i s n a m e B a k e s u ID d i v :i. s i o n s o 1 d f Q r 
$750,, By 1925 that same parcel, on which a dwelling had yet to be built, cost 
$1,950,, Stylish new homes were built for attornies B«. F. Combs (FD--G8) and 
Joseph D., Hark ins CFD---S9) , among others, on North Arnold Avenue. New 
c o m m e r c i a 1 b u i 1 d i n g s c o n s t r u c t e d d u r i n g t h e d e c a d e i n c 1 u d e d t h e H u g h e s 
B u i 1 d i n g (19 2 7 ') o n F r o n t S t r e e t, b u i 1 1 o n s p e c u 1 a t i o n I::) y d r u g g i s t J o h n H u g h e s 
<;FD~1); the Combs and Combs Building next door (FD~-1>; a "motion picture" 
theatre on Court Street; and new Pure Oil filling stations at the north and 
s o u t h e nds of t own« By 1926, there were f ou r hot e1s i n oper at i on i n t h e ci t y  
New retail enterprises included the Ben Franklin. an d Leader stores on Court 
Street. The 'city's growth was reflected in the school system, and in 1922 
i t s f i r s t p u b 1 i c h i g h s c h o o 1 C F" D  - 7 4) , located o n the west side of N o r t h A r n o 1 ft

Avenue, opened its doors. , ~ ' --

The advent of the Great Depression brought difficult times to Floyd County.
Historian Henry Sealf details how erosion and poor farming practices took
their toll on surrounding cropland? once-abundant timber reserves ran out,
curtailing the logging industry; and coal production dropped as seams were
e x h a u s t e d . N o n e t h e 1 e s s, a 1 i m i t e d a m o u n t o f b u i 1 d i n g i n P r e s t o n s b u r g
cont i n u ed. T h e Fr at er n a1 Order o f 0dd F e11ows c on str ucted a n ew headq uar t ers
on Front Street in 1931 CFD--1), and the Auxier Hotel built a new three-story
building next door to the Odd Fellows lodge in the same year (F"D--1)»
Alt h o u g h r e s i d e n t i a 1 c o n s t r LA c t i o n a f:) p ear s t o h a v e bee n B 1 o w e d b y t h e e c o n o m i c
d o w n t u r n , it did n o t h alt alt o g e t h e r   S o m e, like p h y s i c i a n G r- o v e r D  
C alii han, s i mp1y const r uct ed t h e ir h ome s i n st ag e s as ci r c umst an ces permi 11 ed
(FD--&7) . During the Depression years Prestonsburg, like countless other towns
a cros s t h e n at i on f ben e f i 11 ed f r om t h e pub1i c wor ks p r oq ra f n s of t h e New Deal,
U n c! e r t h e a u s p i c e s o f t h e W o r k P r o. j e c t s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e city* 15 f i r s b
pave d B i c:! e w a 1 k s were c: o n s t r u c t e d d u r i n g t h e late 19 3 0 ? s, a n d a n e w g r a d e
s c n C" o 1 w a s c C" m p 1 e t e d i n 19 4 0 u
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F" r. Assoc i at ed F::'r oper t y Types

I n N a m e o f F1 r o p e r t y "i" y p e s Dwell! n g

11,. Description

Very few b LI i 1 d i n g B a s s o c i a t B d w i t h t h e f o r m a t i v e E r a i n t h e t o w n ? s h :i. s t o Y' y
(c. 1790"- l$>5'c\ have survived. In 1978 ? a reconaissance survey of
F'r est on sb ur'g • c undue ted by Kenneth T. Gibbs and Lee Walker of the Kentucky
H e r i t a g e C o u n c i 1 d o c u m e n t e d o n 3. y t h r e e site s d a t i n g f r o f n t h i s p e r i o d . The D e
R o B B e 11 l-i o u s e (F D  - 7) at 36 S o LI t h F r o n t Street was b u i 11 c . i B 15 by S o 1 o m o n D e
Rossett, a French fur buyer. According to Henry Sealf, De Rossett came to
K e n t u c k y i n t h e 18 0 0 y s t o p u r c h a B e bear s k i n s f o r N a p o 1 e o n " s a r- (T) y but d e c i d e d
to settle here permanently. Over time the De Rossett House's original log
c or e was g r ad ua 11 y a 11 er ed, e x p an d ed an d sh eat h ed i n wea t h er b oar c! i n g. Th e
inventory form prepared in 1978 depicts a two-story y five-bay, center-passage
dwelling of symmetrical composition with a c. 1920's two-story gabled
portico- Rectangular sidelights and double doors graced the front entry.
The De Rossett House was severely damaged by fire in early 1985 and
s LI b s e q u e n 11 y d e m o 1 i s h e d .

Two years after De Rossett built his log dwelling, Samuel May built a much 
more substantial residence at the mouth of Abbott Creek north of 
P r- e s t o n s b u r g.. May, w h o h a d m o v e d h e r e f r o m V i r g i n i a in t h e e a r-1 y 18 0 0 • s , was 
a f a r- ? n e r y b LI i 1 d i n g c o n t r a c t o r , a n d o p e r a t o r o f a mil 1 . He w a s a 1 s o active i n 
politics and served in the state Legislature from 1832-1834 and the state 
Senate from 1835-1839. In 1842, after experiencing financial difficulties, he 
sold the house to his brother Thomas and traveled to the California 
goldfields where he died in 1851. The Samuel May House, the county's sole 
expression of the Federal style in brick, is still owned by descendants of 
the May family  It was listed in the National Register in 1980.

T he B u r n s H o u s e (F D - 3) , 1 o c a t e d at t h e n o r t h w e s t c: o r n e r o f N o r t h A r n o 1 d 
Avenue and Friend Street, was built c. 1857. It faced a long-since-abandoned 
r o a d t h at para11e1ed t he r i v e r . Th e h ou se ? s t wo-sto r y, f i v e-bay ma i n b1ock 
wit h b r i c k g able  -  e n d c h i m n e y s was d o m i n a t e d by a t w o    - s t o r y gabled p o r t i c o, 
while a one-story ell with stone chimney adjoined the rear. The BurnB House, 
listed in the Register in 1974, was demolished in the early 13BO" •&•

Several dwellings survive from the Victorian era (c. 1860-1905). Most are 
concentrated near the river, along Front Street and South Arnold Avenue. Two 
types predominates the T--plan cottage, one or one-and-a-half stories in 
height with hipped or gabled roof; and the I-house, two stories tall and 
t h r ee or f i ve bays wide with c en t er-p assag e p1 an an d a s i de-g ab1ed, or muc h 
less frequently, a truncated hip roof. The latter presented an adaptation of 
the basic house plan exemplified by both the De Rossett House (in its final, 
expanded form) and the Burns House. As in earlier years, frame construction 
was the norms neither the 1978 or 1987 survey discovered any masonry
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dwellings predating 1300 with the exception of the? Samuel May House» Most of 
Prestonsburg y s Victorian-era dwellings have endured insensitive alterations, 
many of which took place in the wake of a devastating 1957 flood- Such 
mod if i cat i ons i nc1uded the add i t i on o f a1umi nufn or vinyl si di ng and t he 
removal of original porches, cornices or mouldings. Others have suffered 
from neglect and deferred maintenance.

A notable example of a Vi c t or i arv-er a 1-house was presented by the Greenville 
Davidson House at 27 South Arnold Avenue CFD---4). This dwelling, built c. 
1872, bore the distinction of being one of the city's oldest residences- The 
D a v i d s o n H o u s e , t w o s t o r i e s h i g h wit h a t r u n c a t e d h i p'p e d r o o f , c o r n e r 
pilasters and sawnwooc! rear gallery, featured a Colonial Revival fanlighted 
door way ad d ed i n t h e ear 1y t wen t i eth cent ur y „ After year s o f n eg1ec t t hat 
rendered it structurally unsound, it was demolished in 1988. One of the 
c i t y p s m o r e i n t a c t e x t a n t exam p 1 e s i s t h e R a 1 p h B o o t o n H o u s e C F D •••- G1 > o n F" r o n t 
Street, built c. 1SB5. The Booton House stands two stories high and five 
bays w i d e w i t h a s i d e •- g a b 1 e d r o o f t hat f o r' m B i n c o m p 1 e t e r- e t u r n s. S p i n d lew o r k 
galleries e x t e n d a 1 o n g i t s t w o - s t o r- y rear e 11 „ T h e B o o t o n H o u s e, vacant f o r 
many years a n d p r ese n11y i n d et er i orated c on di t i on, ha s u n de r g on e a11 er a t i on s 
i n c1ud i n g t he ad d i t i on o f replacemen t w i n d ows an d r e moval of box g u 11 er s„ 
The Salisbury H o u s e C F D - 6 4 ) , adjoining t h e B o o t o n H o u s e o n the n o r t h, i s 
s o m e w h a t o f a n a n o m a 1 y „ A11 h o u g h i t s b a s i c p 1 a n i s s i mi 1 a r t o t h a t o f t h e 
B o o t o n H o u s e a n d o t in e r V i c t o r i a n d w e 11 i n g s i n t he city, it was e x t e n s i v e 1 y 
remodelled in the late nineteenth century. At this time a new wing was 
c on st r uct ed an d a he x ag on a1 t ower, c1 ad i n wood sh i n g1es o f var i ed p at t er n, 
was added to its northwest corner. Recent r e mod el 3. i ngs have sheathed the 
body of the house in asbestos siding and stripped it of its Vi ct or i an---er a 
porch,,

T h e F' i t z p a t r i c k -••• H a r en o n H o u s e C F" D -••• 66) at 10 2: E a s t C o LI r t S t r e e t i s a t h r- e e - b a y, 
c e n t e r ••••• p a s s a g e r e s i d e n c e w h o s e m a i n b 1 o c k date s f r o m t h e 18 9 0 '' s„ A p o 1 y g o n a 1 
west addition was added at the turn of the century. Despite cosmetic: 
alterations including the addition of a full-height portico, it remains the 
city's best-preserved Victorian dwelling.

A c 1 u s t e r o f Vie t o r i a n f r a m e T - p 1 a n c o 11 a g e s, o n e •••- a n d •- a •••- h a 1 f •••- s t o r i e s h i g h 
with small inset entry porches, can be found on East Graham Street east of 
C: e n t r a 1 A v e n u e C F D -- 3 0 ) « All have x u f fere d n u m e r o us a 11 e r a t i o n s i n c ?. u. ding re -~ 
siding, window replacement, and porch remodel Iings. A particularly fine 
individual example is presented by 201 Maple Avenue <F"D™8) , a one-and-a-half- 
s t o r y c c:> 11 a g e w i t h gable d r o o f , cutaway bay, c r o s s e 11 e m o LI 1 d i n g s a n d c o r n e r 
pilasters. It remains intact except for the replacement of its Tuscan porch 
posts (documented on the 197EJ survey) with modern ones of wr ought — i r on. Two 
surviving T-plan houses of larger scale can also be found standing two 
st or i es high wit h st eep1y-pi t c h ed hi pp ed r oo f s (FD-55). Bot h have been 
severely altered, one by the addition of aluminum siding and removal of 
details, and the other by a modern brick veneer.
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D LA r i n g the early t w e n t i e t h c e n t LA r y the c i t y ? s h o u s i n g s t o c k b e c a m e m o r e 
diverse. There was a new emphasis on style, and the American Foursquare and 
H C' fii e s t e a c J m o d e s g a i n e c:! i n p o p u 1 a r i t y, s LA p p 1 e m e n t i n g t he d e s i g n s t h at had bee n 
the norm in earlier years. More expensive materials, including pressed or 
wire-cut brick, cut sandstone, and tile, slate and pressed-metal shingle 
r oof i n g, c ame i n t o u se„ Some of th e ci ty ? s more e1 ab orate h ome s a1s o 
feat u r e d w i n d o w s o f 3. e a d e c:! o r b e v e 1 e d g 1 a s s«

T h e early 19 0 0 r s a 1 s o s aw t h e c o n s t r' u c t i o n o f several large a n d i m p r e s s i v e 
homes for the town's leading citizens. Perhaps the most elaborate was the 
Walter S. Harkins House (no longer extant) on the east side of South Arnold 
Avenue south of West Court Street. This grand home in the Queen Anne style, 
larger by far than any that had preceded it, was constructed of brick and 
s a n c:! s t o n e a n d feat u red a c o r n e r t o w e r „ T h e h o LA s e w a s s u r- r o u n d e d by a 
w r o u g h t •••- i r o n f e n c e a n d was sited o n a 1 a r g e 1 o t c o m p 1 e t e w i t h s u c h u n heard- o f 
a m e n i t i e s as a g r e e n h o LA s e a n d a c a r r i a g e h o u s e „ L o c a 1 t r a c:l i t i o n a 11 r i b LA t e s 
t l-i e d e s i g n o f the H a r k i n s 1-1 o u s e to "a C i n c i n n a t i a r c h i t e c t " w h o s e n a m e has 
not yet been learned,, In 1905 an ornate frame residence in the Queen Anne 
F" r e e C1 a s s :i. c m o d e was b LA i 11 o n S o u t h A r n o Id A v e n u e f o r a m a n f r o m V i r g i n i a 
n a m e d C o 1 o n e 3, M ay C F D - 5) „ D LA r :i. n g t h e last yea r s o f W o r 1 d W a r I, a 11 o r n e y a n t:! 
politician Andrew Jackson ("A. J«") May built a large home of wire-cut brick 
i n t h e F" o LA r s q LA a r e ••••• C r aft s m a n s t y 1 e o n N o r-1 h A r n o I d A v e n u e C F D - 65).

M o s t o f t l"i e c i t y f s A m e r i c a n F" o u r s q u are r e s i d e n c e s d a t e f r o m c » 19 0 5 — 1915 a n d
e m p 1 o y v a r i a t i o n s o f t h e s a m e b a s i c p 1 a n j t h e y s t a n c! t w o s t o r' i e s h i g h a n d
two or three bays wide with a full-width front porch and a pyramidal or
h i p p e d roof feat uri ng roo f d ormer s on ea ch e1ev a ti on. Co1on i a i Revi va1
d o o r w a y t r- e a t m e n t s, wit h m u 11 i ••••• p a n e s i d e 1 i g h t s a n d t r a n s o m, were c o i n m o n
e n h a n c: e m e n t s t o t h e s-e d w e 11 i n g s, as were C r- a f t s m a n ••••• i n s p i r e d ex p o s e c! r after
tails, overhanging eaves, and window designs. Examples of the American
F o u r s q LA are i n c 3. LA t:! e 2 0 2 C e n t r a 1 A v e n LA e C F" D - 7 9) , b LA i 11 o f wire -••• c LA t b r i c k w i t h a
roof of pressed—metal shingles and Craftsman windows. The Cottrell and May
HoLAses at 24 and 26 South Arnold Avenue (FD-75) are companion dwellings of
somewhat larger scale, featuring wrap-around verandas borne by Tuscan
columns, leaded glass windows, and restrained Colonial Revival detailing.
The Annie Alien House CFD-52) on North Lake Drive opposite City Hall is
notable for its use of rough--cut local ly-quarr i ed sandstone as a building
mater i al.

The m o s t s t y 1 i s h example o f t h e A m e r i c a n F o u r s q LA are i n P r e s t o n s b u r g i s t h e c:. 
1917 May-Latta House CFD-S5) at 33 North Arnold Avenue. Although a number of 
the city's Foursquare dwellings hint at the Arts and Crafts movement, the 
May-Latta House is the only dwelling in the city in which this is fully 
developed.

Prestonstaur g 5' s Homestead houses Cc. 1905-1915), on the other hand, are
plainer and less varied. Most stand two stories high and two bays wide with
a steeply-pitched front gabled roof. Some feat LA re roof dormers on side
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elevations. Full-width front porches are common elements., Nearly all of the 
city's Homestead Houses utilize frame construction and exhibit minimal 
ornamentation,. Perhaps the city's best-preserved example is the Harmon Rent 
House CFD--&6), located behind the Fi tzpat r i c k--Har men House on the east side of

College Lane north of Court Street., It is sheathed in clapboards and 
feat u r es a r a i s ed-s e a m me t a1 r oo f an d a v e r and a c a r ri e d by t ap e r ed wood en 
posts., Incomplete returns accent the front gable., 104 East Graham Street 
(FD--80) is noteworthy for its unusually decorative front porch of brick and 
pressed-concrete block, probably added in the 1920's. Another interesting 
example, smaller in scale, can be found on the east side of Highland Avenue 
north of Court Street CFD-B2) . Gables with incomplete returns are featured 
on each elevation. This house's lower story is faced with pressed concrete 
block and its gables with asbestos shingles.

Simple cottage dwellings, small in scale, continued to be built during the 
early 1900's. One or one-and-a-half stories in height,- they follow a T- 
plan or modified hall-parlor form with entry porches and either a hipped or 
gabled roof,, Ornamentation is confined to classically-inspired porch posts 
or exposed roofline rafter tails,, These modest weather boar ded dwellings 
utilize corrugated metal roofing and rest on foundations of concrete block or 
brick, the above-grade portion of the latter often covered with pressed •-metal 
siding,, Good examples of early twentieth century cottages, intermingled with 
more recent dwellings, can be found along lower Central and Maple Avenues 
south of Richmond Street CFD-79)., A series of one-and-a-half dwellings with 
front-gabled roofs and full-width porches can be seen along the east side of 
North Arnold Avenue, opposite the West Prestonsburg Bridge approach CFD-77).

Beginning in the 1920"s, the bungalow became the predominant building type in 
Prestonsburg„ Most followed the familiar "box bungalow" form and stood one- 
and-a-half stories high with gently-sloping side-gabled roof, gabled or shed 
dormers, and full-width porches sheltered by the front slope of the roof,, in 
s o m e ca ses, t he s e porc h es wer e par11y enc1o sed t o cr ea t e so1 a r i ums. Fa cades 
were t h r e e b a y s w :i. c:! e a n d s y m met r i c a 1 y w i t h a c e n t r a 1 d o o r w a y. Alt h o u g h w i r e - 
cut brick was the most common building material, some were covered in 
clapboards and a few utilized rough-cast stucco,, Roofline knee braces or 
rafter tails were common embellishments, and a few featured more fanciful 
touches such as wooden shutters with decorative cut-out designs. A few 
bungalows, like those found on the north side of East Graham Street CFD-80), 
display hipped roofs,, A few front-gabled examples can foe? seen along the east 
side of Highland Avenue (FD--82) . Rows of intact box bungalows can be 
observed along the north side of West Graham Street between South Lake Drive 
a n d S o u t h A r n o Id A v e n u e (F D •••- S I ) , a n d o n t h e n o r t h s i d e o f E a s t C: o u r t S t r e e t 
east of Central Avenue CFD-i),, A particularly fine example, all but 
untouched since its construction in the early 1930's, is presented by the 
Grover D. Callihan House at 105 West Graham Street (FD-S7). Also noteworthy 
is the T. J. May House at 105 Maple Avenue (FD-5E.) .

The box bungalow was distinguished from other types by its box-like form,
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u n 1 i k e the m o re d r a m a t i c: h ci r i z o n t a 1 i t y o f t h e c: 1 a s s i c f o r m £ b y i t s u s able 
second story (which sometimes earned it the nickname of "semi-bunga1owj" and 
by its relatively simple roof treatment, us LA ally consisting of a si de--gabl ec! 
or hipped form with prominent dormers, lacking the multiple gables or complex 
series of intersecting planes that characterize the roof lines of other types,,

Not all Prestonsburg v s bungalows fit into the box bungalow mold. The
Step liens House at 107 Maple Avenue CFD-54) is a locally rare example of the
so-called "low-lying" bungalow that is distinctly horizontal in form.
A11 h o u g h i t s u f f e r s f r o m d e f e r r e d m a i n t e n a n c: e , t h e S t e p h e n s H o u s e h a s
r e m a i n e d v i r-1 u ally i n t a c t s i n c e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,. C] r' i g i n a 1 d eta i 1 s i n c 1 u d e a
front-gabled brick porch borne by stout brick posts, grouped casement
win dow s, r oof1i n e kn ee brace s, a n d ac cen t w i ndo ws with b ev e1ed c1e ar g1 a ss.

Several h o u s e s b u i 11 d ur i n g the 19 2:0* s e x e m p 1 i f y t h e C o 1 o n i a 1 Revival style, 
202 Maple Avenue (FD-53), a wel 1 -preserved two-story frame dwelling with 
g e n 11 y - s 1 o p i n g p y v a m i c:l a 1 r o o f s u p p o r t e d b y large, s c: r o 11 e d b r a c k e t s, exhibits 
finely-executed Colonial Revival detailing including a pedimented one-bay 
entry portico and mul t i --pane sash windows with original shutters. But its 
t w o - b ay f a c a d e h i n t s at a s i d e •••- p a s sage p 1 a n w h i c h i s a t y p i c a 1 o f t h e style, 
but perhaps to be expected in this regional interpretation,, The B. F« Combs 
H o u s e at 4.1. N o r t h A r n old A v e n u e (F" D •-• 6 S) i s a h i g h •••- s t y 1 e • exam p 1 e, d a t i n g f r o m 
1 922. Comp ar at i ve 1 y 1 ar g e i n sc ale an d d i g n i f i ed i r, asp ec t, it st an c! s t wo- 
a n d ••- a - h a 1 f s t o r i e is h :i. g h w i t h f 1 a n k i n g o n e ••- s t o r y w i n g s, a n d e x h i b i t s a f o r m & I 
c e n t e r- -••• p a s s age p 1 a r i, As m a 11 N e o -• C1 a s s i c a 1 p o r t i c o, b o r n e b y T u s c a n c: o 1 u. m n s, 
s h e i t e r s the e n t r a n c e w a y., T h e h o u. s e w a s ci e s i g n e d b y a r c h i t e c t s T y s o n a n d 
Foster of Ashland,, Kentucky,, Its portico, added at a somewhat later date,, 
was executed by the firm of Archer and Dean Associates of Louisville, 
Kentucky and Huntington, West Virginia,, It is interesting to note that- the 
B,, F"« Combs House was only the second in the city's history known to have 
bee n d e s i g n e d b y a n a r c h. i t e c t „ A11 h o u g h 1 i 111 e h a s yet bee n lea r n e d o f t h e 
work of either firm, further research may one day establish the house's place 
with i n a large r c: o n t e x t „

The decade's architectural eclecticism also expressed itself in more exotic 
styles,, A few examples of the Spanish Eclectic style were constructed, of 
which the most notable and best-••preserved is the Joseph D. Harkins House CFD-- 
63) at 204 North Arnold Avenue. The house, low and broad in form, is faced 
i n s w i r 1 e c! w h i t e s t u c c o» 11 s h i p p e d r c:• o f o f M i s s i o n t i 3. e i s p a r 11 y c o n c e a 1 e d 
behind shaped parapet walls. Several homes of the 1920 p s exemplify the Tudor 
Revival style, including 108 West Graham Street (FD--80) , a modest stucco-clad 
d we 1 ling with c r oss---g ab 1 ed f ac ad e „

Many houses of the 1920 ? s also featured garages designed to imitate the 
dwelling on site, a pattern that can be observed at the Joseph D. Harkins 
and E; „ F „ Co f n bs r es i d en c es, amon g oth er s.

Although the pre-World War II era formed the primary focus of the
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P r e s t o n s b u r g s u r v e y, t h e p o s t •-• W o r Id War II era p r o d u c e d at lea s t o n e 
exceptional residence,, The Bpradlin House at 440 North Arnold Avenue <F"D-~ 
70), built c. 1945, proved to be the city's first consciously "modern" 
dwelling and sole example of the International style,, The house is 
a s y m me t ric i n for m a nd c u bic i n ma s s i n g with a flat roof an d a c en t ra1 
section rising two stories high,, Curved walls, expanses of glass block, and 
strips of casement ribbon windows convey the modern impression,,

III. Si gni fi cance

Dwellings in Prestonsburg may be significant for their architectural or 
historic importance, or both. Architecturally significant dwellings may be 
notable as excellent examples of a locally popular building type or style. 
Others may be significant as unique properties, possessing an outstanding 
expression of a design unlike any other in the city. Historically 
significant dwellings may be notable for their associations with people, 
events or themes important in the development of the city. Often, residences 
of ex c ep t i ona1 a r c h i t e c t u r a1 de s i gn were a1so t h e h o m e s of peop1e o f 1oc a1 
historical significance and are the best-preserved surviving properties 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s u c h p e o p 1 e  

IV,, R e g i s t r1 a t i o n R e q u i r e m e n t s

Setting, location -™ Pr est onsbur g" s neighborhoods provide a setting that is 
intact in terms of setbacks, massing, and residential character. Since 
location is an important element of integrity, only dwellings on their 
original sites would be considered significant,,

Desi gn , wor kmansh i p , mat er i al s -• These el ement s o f i nt egr i t y ar e essen t i al i n 
evaluating the significance of residential properties™ Architecturally or 
h i s t o r i c ally s i g n i f i c: a n t f:) r o p e r t i e s m u s t r e t a i n t h o s e feat u r e s c h a r a c t e r i s t i. c: 
of their particular type, period or style. These features include formal 
elements such as plan, massing;, roofline, and window configuration, as well 
a s s t r i.i c t u r a 1 e 1 e m e n t s s u c h as e x t e r i o r materials, w i n d o w s, a n d b o x g u 11 e r s. 
They should also retain most of their original applied ornament including 
cornices, window and door surrounds, trimboards, pilasters, and porches. 
Since virtually every old building has undergone some type of alteration., 
alterations to a building's decorative fabric would have to be evaluated on 
a n i n c! i v i d u a 1 b a s i s a c: c o r d i n g t o e a c h p r o p e r t y " s p a r t i c u 1 a r t y p e, style a n t:! 
period. Often, fragile materials become damaged by lack of maintenance or 
n o r m a 1 w e a r a n d tear a n d c o n s e q u e n 11 y are re p 1 a c e d . T h i s i s m o s t o f t e n t h e 
case w i th r o of i n g materials or porch e1emen t s suc h a s b a1ustr ade s or p osts. 
Such alterations would have to be evaluated on an individual basis to 
deter m i. n e t h e i r i m p a c t. F o r e x a m p 1 e, a V i c t o r i a n - era h o u s e may 1 o s e i t s s late 
roof if that roof is not a crucial element of its design,, On the other hand,
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removal of a Craftsman house y s overhanging eaves or a Spanish Eclectic: 
house's tile roof would result in a severe loss of integrity,, Because of the 
rarity of p re--1900 buildings in Pr est on'sbur g, surviving dwellings of the 
V i c t C' r i a n e r a may e n d u r e m o re a 11 e r' a t i o n s t o t h e i r' d e c o r a t i v e fa b r i c ? s LI c h a s 
t h e re m o v a 1 o f a p o r c: h o r 1 i m i t e d r e p 1 a c e m e n t o f o r- i g i n a 1 t:! o o r s o r w i n d o w s y 
wit h o u t c o n s i d e r able 1 o s s o f s i g n i f i c a n c e.

Feel i n g f a s s o c i a t i o n -••• T h e s e a s p e c: t s o f i n teg r i t y w i 11 b e p r e s e n t if it s 
p h y s i c a 1 at t r i b u t e s •-•• •••- s e 11 i n g a n d 1 o c a t i o n y d e s i g n, w o r k m a n s h i p a n d 
m ate r i a 1 s ••••• --ex i s t * I n teg r i t y o f fee 1 i n g a n d a s s o c i a t i o n d e r i v e s f r o m t h e 
d e s i g n i n t e g r i t y o f a p r o p e r t y „

Dwellings significant primarily for their architectural quality, or
noteworthy under both architectural and historic criteria, must manifest
a h i g h e r c! e g r e e o f i n t e g r i t y t h a n t h o s e w h o s e i rn p o r t a n c e arises s o 1 e 1 y f r o m
h i s t o r i c c r i t e r i a „ H o w e v e r , the latter m u s t s t i 11 b ere c o g n i z e a t D 1 e a IB
p r o d u c t s o f t h e i r t i m e a n c! p 1 a c: e wit h o r1 i g i n a 1 ma s s i n g , r o o f line, w i n c:l o w
c o n f i g u rat i o n a n d e x t e r i o r m ate r i a 1 s u n d i s t u r b e d y a n d m o s t o f i; h e i r d e c o r a t i v i
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I. Descr i pti on

T hey w e r e s m a11 i n s t a t u re, n o 
w o o d   f i" a m e c o n s t r u c t i o n w :i. t h 

c1 a p ta oa r d si di n g, a nd ex hi bi t e d u n a do r ne d ex te r i or s.

A s t o w n g r' e w an d p r o s p) e r e d a f t e r t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y, t h e s e ear 1 y 
buildings were replaced by newer, and often, larger structures. Masonry 
c o n s t r u c t i o n b e c a m e t h e n o r m after 19 0 0, 3. e n d i n g t h e b LA s i ft e s s d i s t r i c t a n e w 
air o f p e r m a n e n c e a n d s o 1 i d i t y. M o s t c o m m e r c i a 3. b u i. 1 d i n g s c o n s t r u c t e d b etwee n 
1900 and 1940 stood two to four stories high and three five bays wide, with 
low-pitched roofs hidden behind low parapets, and windows set in slightly 
recessed spandrels. With the exception of some single-story mercantile 
buildings, most were vertical in emphasis. Commercial buildings of this era 
were g e n e r a 11 y b u i 11 o f s m o o t h •- s u r f a c: e p r e s s e ci b r i c k , alt h o u g h at lea s t o n e 
i s k n o w n t o have b e e n b u i 11 o f c u t s t o n e „ A11 h o u q h f u r, c t i o n a 1 r a t Pi e r t h a n

late r exam p 1 e s y f Y' o s t e c! g 
i n t e r e s t i n g feat u r e o f s o m e o f t h e s e b u i 1 d i n g s was a p r o. j e c t i n g w r' o u g I "i t ••-• i r o n 
b a 1 c o n y at s e c o n d - s t o r y level, exte n d i n g o u t o v e r t h e s i d e w a 1 k . "I" he e a r-1 i e s t 
{.:! o c u m e n t e d c o m m e r c i a 1 b u i 1 d i n g i n P r e s t o n s b u r g i s the f o r m e r H u t s i n p i 13. e r 
D r u. g S t o r e b LI i 1 d i n g , c o n s t r u c t e d 19 0 9. T h e R i c h m o n d B u i 1 d ing ( i 914 > o n F" r o n t 
Street is a virtually unaltered example of a pre-World War I commercial 
building, intact even to the faded advertising signs painted on its side 
e 1 e v a t :i. o n s. 01 h e r g o o d examples, w i t h a 3. t e r- e ci s h o j::) f r o n t s b u t i n t a c: t u p p e r 
stories, include the Hughes Building, Combs Building, and Elizabeth Hotel, 
located on the west side of Front Street opposite the Richmond Building. (The 
Richmond, Hughes, Combs and Elisabeth buildings are described in greater 
detail on t h e n o m i n a t i o n f o r m f o r t h e F r o n t S t r e e t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t „ )

Although most buildings were not stylish, at least three offered exceptions to

this rule. The Harkins Law Office Building at 1 South Arnold Avenue (FD-2), 
c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1914, i s a m o n u. m e n t a 1 N e o - C1 a s s i c a 1 b u i 1 d i n g o f i m p o s i n g 
p r e s e n c e, b u i 11 o f s m o o t h ••-• f a c: e d s a n d s t o n e a s h 1 a r w i t h p e d i m e n t e d f u 11 - h e i g h t 
p o r t i c o. C F c> r' m o r e in f o r m a t i o n , see i n d i v i c! u a 1 n o m i n a t i o n f o r m. > T w o year s
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W e s t C o u r t B t r e e t B e m p 1 o y e d a 1 e s s r o b u s t a n d m o r e c o n s e r v a t i v e c 1 a s s :i. c i s m „ 
A t h i r d b u i 1 d i n g, n o 1 o n g e r s t a n d i n g „ e m p 1 o y e d a d e s i g n t h at was s u r p r i s i n g 1 y 
s o p h i s t i c ate d give n i t s e a r 1 y c o n B t r u c t i o n c:i a t e» "I" h e F i v s t M a t i o n a 1 B a n k y 
1 o <:.: ate d o p p o s i t e the B a n k J o s e p h :i. n e , w a s b u i 11 i n 19 C) 4« B u i 11 o f b r i >:: k f i t 
stood two stories high with a pyramidal roof partly concealed by gabled wall 
dormers with stone copings,, Recessed panels and contrasting brickwork, and 
f a n 1 i g h t s c: e n t e r e d i n t h e d o r m e r s y a c! d e d i n t e v e s t t b i t s wall s u r f a c: e s.

N o t a b 1 e c o m m e r c i a 1 p r o p e r t i e s o f a d i f fere n t s o r t i n c 1 u d e d t w o f i 11 i n g 
stations built by the Purs Oil Company in the 1920 ? s,= Of these,, one survives 
on South Lake Drive (FD--73) „ Its design emulated the "cottage" vernacular 
of the.era and featured a steeply-pitched gabled roof of bright blue tile, 
c r c> w n e d b y a c o p p e r c u p o la a n d w e a t h e r v a n e«

The basic design of Prestonsburg ? s commercial buildings changed little during 
the 1930's. The facades of later buildings tend toward a more planar surface, 
wit Fiout the three --di men si onal quality created by the projecting cornices and 
cor beled tari c kwor k o f t he ear 1i er examp1es„ Met al c asement wi ndows r ep1ac ed 
the earlier wooden sash, and hanging neon signs came into use,, The 
D e p ress i on era a1so i nt r oduc ed a new c onc ept i n s t or e f r on t de s i g n y 
popularized by the "Modernize Main Street" movement„ Although no high-style 
or streamlined treatments were undertaken, several storefronts were

...... ....-..- . ................. ........................... ............. .... Front Street (described in the Front
Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t f o r m > a n d t h e f o r m e r C a r t e r a u t o m o b i 3. e d e a 1 e r s h i p 
CFD-S2) on South Lake Drive, The Morell Building (FD--1) on West Court Street 
is intact a b o v e t h e s t o r e f r o n t level,,

The 1940's saw the advent of a radical new style; Art Moderne. The Meade™ 
Alien B u i 1 d i n g C F I) ••••• 6 0) f h u i 11 i n .1.9 4- C), i s t h e c: i t y ? s s h o w c a s e e x a m p 1 e o f t h e 
style* Faced with yellow brick, adorned with glass block and curved display 
w i n c! o w s, i t p r e s e n t s a s t a r 11 i n g c o n t r a s t t o t h e m o r e s t a i d a r c h i t e c t u r e o f 
downtown Prestonsburg. In the following decade two more buildings, the 
S t r' a n c:l T h eater B1 o c k a n d a n a u t o dealer s h i p , a 1 s o u t i 1 i z e d t h e A r t M o d e r n e 
modea
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III. Signi f i canee

C o rn m e r >:: i a 1 p r o p e r t i e s, 1 i k e r e s i d e n t i a 1 fo u i 1 d :i. n g s, h a v e the p o t e i" 11 :i. a 1 t o b e
significant for their architectural quality,, their historic importance, or
both,, Architecturally significant properties are noteworthy for their high
a r t i s t i c v a1u e s« T hey may b e i mp o r t ant as 1 a r g e1y i ntact e x a mpI es o f'
d i. s t i n c: t i v e, 1 o c a 11 y p o p u 1 a r b u i 1 d i n g t y p e s. Or, 1 e s s f r e q u e n 11 y, t h e y may
r e p r e s e n t s t y 1 e s r' a r' e 1 y s e e n i n P r e s t o n s b u r g a n d t h u s p o s s e s s a u n i q u e
a e s t h e t i c c: h a r a c: t e r . C o m m e r c i a 1 b u i 1 d i n g s may a 1 s o a c: h i e v e B i g n i f i c a n c e.
t h r c> u g h t h e p e o p 1 e, b u s i n e s s e B o r e n t i t i e s t h a t o c c u p i e d t h e m. S u c h
b L.I i 1 d i n g s m ay be t h e be s t s u r' v i v i n g . p r o p e r t i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p r' o m i n e n t
reside n t s o f the t o w n o r wit h b LI s i n e s s e s o r i n s t i t u t i o n s w h o s e c o n t r i b u t i o n
t o t h e d e v e 1 o p m e n t o f t he city h a s been we 1 1 c:! o c: u m e n t e d „ M a n y c o m rn e r c i a 1
p r • op e r t i e s are s i g n i fi c an t under b ot h h i s t ori c an d ar c h i t ec t u r a1 criteria, a s
bull d i n g s w h o s e a r c h i t e c t u r a 11 y d i s t i n c t i o n attest s t o t h e i m p o r t a n c: e o f
thei r occupants.

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e i r i n c! i v i c::! u a 1 B i g n i f i c. a n c e , c o m m e r c i a 1 p r o p e r t i e s h a v e t h e 
p ot ent i a1 t o be s i g ni f i c an t a s part of a hi s t ori c di st r i c t y a c1u s t er of 
s i m i 1 a r b u i 1 d i n g s relate d b y f u n c t :i. o n a n d p h y s i c a 1 p r o x i m i t y „ I n o r d e r f o r 
a district to be considered architecturally significant, it must constitute 
a d i s t i n g u i s h a b .1 e e n t i t y wit h c 1 e a r 1 y d e f i n e d b o u n c:! a r i e s , a n d m u s t p o s s ess a 
high degree of integrity relative to surrounding business blocks,, Individual 
b u i1d i n gs w i t h i n t h e d i st r i c t must r et a i n i n t eg r i t y un der all or most o f i t s 
s e v e n a s p e c t s a s d e f i n e d i n S e c t i o n IV, R e g i s t r a t i o n R e q u i r e m e n t s, B u. s i i' < e s s

Setting, 1oc at i ons The se11 i n g i n down town Pres t onsbu r g i s i n t act i n te r ms 
of setback, massing, and architectural diversity. Since integrity of 
1oc at i on i s an impor t a nt a spec t of t h e over a11 i n teg r i t y of a propert y, 
Q n 1 y b u i 1 d i n g s o n t h e i r o r i g i n a 1 s i t e s w o u 1 d b e c o n s i d e r e d s i g ri i f i c a n t „

Design, workmanship, materials;; These elements of integrity are essential in
evaluating the importance of architecturally significant commercial
p r o p e r t i e s „ 1 n general, c o m m e r c: i a 1 b u i 1 d i n g s m u s t r e t a i n all t h e c:! e s i g n
e1emen t s char ac t er i st i c o f t heir st y1e or type™ Bu t i n t h e ca se of st or e f r ont
b u i 3. d i n g s, a m o r- e flex i i::) 1 e s t a n d a r d m u B t be a p p lied. Since ma n y s t o r e f r o n t s
were re m o d e 11 e d peri o d i c a 11 y t o a c c o m o date •:: h a n g e s i n t a s t e, a n d i n t a c t
peri o c:! s h o p f r o n t s a r e rare, t h e g r o u n c:! f 1 o o r s o f s u c: h p r o p e r t i e s c: a n s u s t a i n
a 11 E r a t i o n s wit h o u t 1 o s B o f o v e r a 11 s i g n i f i c a n c e „ I n m o s t c a s E s s t o r- e f r o n t
r e m o c! e 11 i n g s i n v o 1 v e d the a p p 1 i c a t i o n o f new mate r i a 1 s o v e r t h e o 1 c!,
especially at the transom and bulkhead level, as well as new signagey new
display wi ndow s, f r eque n11y sma11er t h an t he ori g i n a1s, may a1so h ave been
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i n s t a 11 e c:i „ T h e s t o r e f r o n t J s o r :i. g :i. n a 1 t h r e e •- part c o n f i g u r a 11 o n , h o w e v e r y
w o 1.11 d still b ere c o g n i z e a b 1 e. S u c h m o d e s t r e n o v a t i o n •;; o f t e n t o o k p lace d u r i n
the f i r s t few ci s c: a c:! e s of the b t ..t i 1 c! i n q ? s e x i s t e n c e „ I n s o m e c: a s e s s t o Y e f r o n t

a 11 e r a t i o n s y w h i c h o f t e n r- e s u 11 e d i n a . j a r r i n g v i s u a 1 . j u x t a p o s i t i o n , u s u ally 
took place at a later date in the building's existence when it building may 
have begun to appear "out-of-date."

Because of the prevalence of altered storefronts, commercial buildings whose 
o r- i g i n a 1 s h o p f r o n t s h a d 1 o s t i n t e g r i t y w o u 1 d s till be c o n s i d e r e d t o r e t a i n 
i n t e g r i t y o f c:! e s i g n y w o r k m a n s h i p a n c i m a t e r i a 1 s i f t h e i r u p p e r s t o r i e s were 
left i n t a c t. In suc h c a s es t h e bu i1di n g y s r oof1i ne mu st be un c han g ed a nd i t s 
exterior material still visible, not obscured by modern siding or paneling,, 
Its original window systems must be left in place and windows still visible. 
D e c o r a t i v e e 1 e m e n t s s u c: h a s o r n a m e n t a 1 b r i c: k w o r k „ p 1 a q u e s o r c: o r n i c: e s m u s t b 
p r e s e r v e d « M o d e r n a d d i t i o n s y i f p r e s e n t y s h o u 1 d r e E. p e c t t he scale a n ci 
fii a s ̂  i n q o f t h e o r i q i n a 1 s t r u c t u r e a n c! d e f e r t o i t.

r r c; p e r t i e s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r a r c h i t e c t u r a 1 q u a 1 i t y a 1 o n e
greater degree of integrity than those whose importance arises sol el
his t Ci r i c c r i t e r i a „ i-! o w e v e r , s u c: h p r o p e r t i e s m u s t s till b e re c o g n i z e a b 1 e as
p r o d u c t s o f t hi e i r p a r t i c u 1 a r t i m e a n d p lace „ T heir o r i g i n a 1 ci e s i g n m u s t
still be evident alt h o LA g h s o m e o f its e 1 e m e n t s m ay be mi s s i n g o r c o m p r o m i s e d
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S u m m a r y o f I d e n t i f i c a t i o n

T h e h i s t o r i c: r e s o u r c e s o f P r e s t o n s b u r g we r e s u r v e y & d d u r i n g i 9 87 a n d 1S S 8 ta y 
p r e s e r v a t :i o n c o n s u 11 a n t Margaret W a r m i n s i-:: i u n d e r c o n t r a c t t o t h e !< e n t u. c k y 
H e r i t a g e C o LI n c i 3. , the S t a t e H :i. s t o r :i. c: P r e s e r v a t i o n 0 f f i c: e „ T h e s u r- v e y 
recorded unaltered buildings over 50 years of age,, An "unaltered" building 
w a s d e f i n e d a s o n e t h at w a s s t i 11 c: lea r 1 y r e c: o g n i z e a b lea s a p r o d u c t o f i t B 
t i rn e a n d p lace, o n e w h o s e o r :i. g i n a 1 p 1 a n , s c a 1 e, m a s s i n g, f e n e s t r a t i o n a n d 
materials, and most of its details, were still intact.. Because of their 
comparative rarity, buildings constructed before 1900 were recorded even if 
they ha d s u s t a i n e«::! m a j o r a 11 e r a t i o n s.

K e n t u c k y H i s t o r i c Res o u r c e s I n v e n t o r y F o r m s w e r • e u s e ci t o r e c o r d i n f o r m a t i o n 
o n 84 i n d i v :i. d u a 1 p r o p e r t i e s i n t h e t o w n » Data a b o LA t e a c h b LI i 1 c j i n g ? s p h y s i c a 1 
setting and architectural type, style, massing, and details were included on 
the f o r rn s, as well a s h i s t o r i c a 1 i n f o r m a t i o n , an a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e p r o p e r t y v s 
integrity, and a statement of its significance in the local context., Four 
c 1 u s t e r s o f ta u i 1 d :i. n g s o f s i m i 1 a r p 1 a n , s t y 1 e a n c:i u s e we r e r e c: o r d e d o n 
N s i g h b o r h o o d I n v e n t o r y F o r m s w h i c h f o c u s e d o n t h e o v e r a 11 c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f 
the blockscape, its setbacks, massing and overall integrity, period of 
construction, prevalent building styles, types and materials. One site number 
was a s s i gn ed per ne i g htaorho od„

T w o s ur v eyed pr op er t i e s appear t o tae pot ent i a11y e1i g i b1e f or t he Nat i on a1 
Register potential but need further research to establish their place in 'a 
city-wide or, preferably, an area-wide? context. These include the former 
Pure Oil Station U-~D~73) and the former Prestonsburg High School building 
(F'D-74) » Three other properties do not meet the 50-year requirement and 
require further research to determine whether "exceptional significance" was 
warranted. These include the 0. V» Turner Suspension Bridge (FD--7S), Meade™ 
Alien Building (F D ••••• 6 0 ') , an d S p r a d 1 i n H o u s e C F D ••- 7 0 > .
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