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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Berkeley County was taken from the County of Frederick, Virginia, fey an Act of the laseaaibly 
February 1772* It made its historic entry as a county on May 15, 1772. Jtt that time its 
boundry lines took in present Jefferson? County (until 1801) and three-fourths of present 
Morgan County (until 1820), Frederick County, ?a* was from Orange County, Va» in 1738 
and Orange County from the vast territory of Spott sylvan ia County, Va. in 173U*

Berkeley County is one segment of a large valley that parallels the Appalachian Mountains 
system from Vermont to Alabama and part of a 3arger area called The Sfeenandoah falley* 
Berkeley County's soil is basically three types s rich limestone, shale and rich Ioam0 
The majority of the land east^ of the North Mountain is limestone very adaptive to culti­ 
vation with a variety of high yielding crops, however, there are strips (principally hills) 
that are shale, Berkeley County has two principal mounts s North Mountain and Third Hill 
Mountain. Its western feoundry is Sleepy Greek Mountain. .Approximately one-third of its 
land is west of the base of the North Mountain. The majority of this land is shale, how­ 
ever there are a few small sections of limestone soil, the Meadow Branch section of the 
Sleepy Creek Mountain contains deposits of coal* A few attempts have been made to mine 
it but it has never developed to the point of being of any significance in the development 
of Berkeley County* Back ^reek is the large stream that runs through the valley that lies 
between North Mountain and third Hill Mountain* Several spring fed streams empty into 
Back Creek* the largest and most significant of these streams is Tilshance's Branch. East 
of the North Mountain is the Opequon Creek. Fart of this Creek Forms the eastern boundry 
line of Berkeley County* ^he Opequon meanders through a rich, limestone area. Three 
smaller creeks empty into the Opequon and increase its water flow before it empties into 
the Potomae Biver* ^he ^ascarora Creek is the largest of the three. It has one major con­ 
tributing stream-Dry Sun* $ext is Mill Creek and then Middle Creek* These three creeks 
are all fed from the springs at the east base of the North Mountain. Berkeley County is 
bounded on the north by the Potomac Biver. Three small streams beside the Opequon and Back 
Creek empty into the Biver. They are Jones Mill Stream which forms part of the east 
bouadry line of Berkeley Geuntyi Cherry Eun that forms part of the northwest boundry line 
and Tulip's Branch* ^he low land along the stream bottoms at places are rich loam. There 
is also some small deposits of marl aloag a few of the streams* Jones Mill Stream aad the 
Swan Ffcnd Run which disappears underground have two of the choiciest deposits, Ihis vast, 
well distributed water system of Berkeley County Is highly inducive to habi tat ion* Before 
the white man came, it was occupied by Indians*

Colonel Morgan Morgan, the first white settler of the State, established in what became 
Berkeley County in 1728. Jost Hlte, who purchased the Vanweter orders, brought a group 
of settlers into the area in 1732 and they located «ast of the Opsquon Creek and east 
of the North Mountain. These early settlers established along the streams and took up 
the prime land in the area.

Two major paths at a very early date went through this area. Pack Horse Ford Eoad which 
entefett the area by a Ford crossing in the Potomac &iver below what became Shepherdstown, 
Berkeley County (now Jefferson County), Va*, (¥« ?a,)« ^fee roadowent from northeast to 
southwest ani crossed the whole area* % 17i& a ferry had been put into operation at 
the present U* S* Route 11 crossing of the Potomac River. The road ran north to south 
across the present County into Virginia*
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A great interference took place in the settling of Berkeley Ceunty. Lord Fairfax, heir to 
t&e >®slpeper rights, made, a < trip front England in 1735 to this area. He claimed the area was 
part of nisi Northern Jfedci territory. Cte his, return %#ip to England lie got the King of England 
to order that pAtents for tfeis area be stopped bu£ those which hadtalr-eady been given out 
were good; tiowever, «T0st Wite and ftess-Srymn both i continued- to sell land. -MuLGh of the most 
valuable land feiad already been- sett led wfeen Lord Fair fax returned from England" in 171*$, 
This caused considerable difficulties. Lord Fairfax opened his land office and started 
giving, out grants, S&p&seiwhQ had purchased affter the Kingr had stopped the patents repaid 
Lord Fairfax for the land or moved on. A suit was brought by Kite and others against Lord 
Fairfax* This intemat tonally.: famous suit, lasted until /after the Revolutionary W ar and ... 
both Kite an! Fairfax were dead* f •'!'"- ". -••-., . ; : -- , ,.- • •- — . . - - ,-;

Lord Fairfax set up two manors in Berkeley County afcd also gave some land to his cousin -. 
William Fairfax. **e also had* owned other tracts of land for his own use. Maids tone Manor 
was set ttp'as ah English^ Manor ̂ with- a, twn by 171*7, a commons an^l the^Man©r land.. . -

- ! - • '• '"' ' : '•- :-' : r " '^~; . " : "' •• -. ' ':•' •-.:'. -_ • : •• : ..•..'-;'••-:.' /- ',. -•--,-.

^irveys Were made in I3k9 by^Lorii Fairfax* This also included the North Mountain and Back 
Greek Valley areas* By the tiaae of the Hevxalationary war ffiost of the land in Berkeley 
County <hmd-&een : either sold through^ the early patents or" granted by 3L©rd Fairfax. 
Fond Ma«:or of 2,000 acr%s w«s ^tiaiposed of by Lord Fairfax in 1777. Ke slAll held his 
Maids tone" l^or land1 when he died.- •- ^ .--"." - .-v . - -: ;-. r.-.-- '• . ;:,!-. -':- '. •--

Berkeley ®©»ftty has ^-iayge ntmiber:«o£^ architecturally outstanding buildings built pre- ; 
Revolutionary War* Typical of these range from a reconstructed log cabin(G80), second 
home of Col* Morgan Morgan, a 171*7 English nogging house (H68), the original Maidstone Manor 
house-, a stone 1'fcan-io ki4c%enr (H107)^ and an array ©f differentu stylet log and sitone 
buildings aid * mud nogginfi house (023). ,3 . • • --. v, - ;. -

•' '* ";^- ; -'- - ~&'. r; '• v. ,' ;...::- : , .,- .-.. ' '•:- • ! . .-, ... - \- • - ,• ;,-; .---.-T ~ •• L - _ - ' - .,
The end of the ftevolmtionary War brought m change to Berkeley County. The early predom- ; 
inant settlers were of the Quaker and Presbyterian faith*-;.The land dispute and the war had 
driven most of the Quakers out except for the ones who became Presbyterians. Just before 
the War the Pennsylvania'Dutete Gerihan s*ttlers had started to mover to Berkeley County. 
These were of the-Lathera«/Ileformed faitfe. Ifeey »equiredlargeDholdings in s-ome of thje .best 
agricultural areas of the Country and the Sounty took^ on more of a southern influence: even ! 
though it came^ through the Pennsylvania Dutch from Maryland and Pennsylvania; SnaOLl. plant­ 
ations were established, with slave labor. Native'limestone was the principal building 
material. Oat standing plantation eomplexes such as the Lick Ruh> District were built (H108). 
The placesierit of their main butldings -^nerally near a stream and outbuildings contributed, 
mucfc tb'the outstanding landscaping of the County. A few very outstahdit^g Georgian and 
Federal houses exist in Berkeley County. Some influence from the Tidewater area is evidenced. 
Brick came into use about 178$ with its primaryiuse after l800* The %@ek Revival period: 
is predominant from the l830stb the Civil War. << ': ' . .. =



When Berkeley €0uaty was formed in 1772, Major General Adam Stephen laid out a town along 
the Tuscarora Creek in 1773. fie was selling lots by 1775. Here the Berkeley County Court­ 
house was established. He named the town Marti nsburg after Lord Fairfax's nephew* Martins- 
burg became^ and still is, the government/commercial center of the County • Three other 
towns, Darkesville 1780, Hedgesville 1832 and Gerrardstown 1785, were established but have 
all remained small villages. There were attempts to establish other towns but none ever 
developed past a few homes with a couple of store type villages except Bunker Hill which 
developed at a different times* . ^

The next major change to Berkeley County, and particularly Martinsburg, was the coming of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Bailroad in I81tlu It brought new and faster transportation for the 
County's products.

Berkeley Ceunty had harnessed iti water power in tfas vexy beginning. Manymilis wtre estate* 
11 shed on its streams. Mill Creek had the largest concentration with some l£ mills. They 
varried in their prodae© f rom grinding grain, flour,rsawingolu»ber, grinding plaster, -woolen 
mills, and paper Mills. There were m f ew oil millr for pressing oil out of flax se^d in 
the County* Adam Stephen had established three mills on the Tuscarora Greek for his town.

The rich farmlands of Berkeley County produced wore grain than wasM needed fpr the area. 
Before the establishment of the C & 0 Canal and the Railroad, flour was boated down the : 
Potomac River by way of reloading around the falls, or by wagon. Both were time consuming, 
and costly. Associated with the mills were distillerys, there being a great variety. The 
Buena Vista Brewery established after the coming of the railroad, also a foundry near the 
railroad* Hotels were built near tte trsdn station 5 in 18U7 the B & 0 Shops were built. 
Then came the civil War. Berkeley County was about evenly divided. Its location on the 
border line, -first of Maryland and then on, Nov. 2, 1S6J, when it became a part of the sew 
State of West Virginia, on the border line of Virginia. Its families were divided. With 
the plantations that had been established in the early l800s, many of its sons and daughters 
there not being land enough for mil, moved. to Kentucky and thfr Ohio- area. .Its patriotic - 
fathers-itfaere feeing manf-had acquired- bounty lands in Kentueky and Ohio* laere^was a-big 
migration from the area to Ohio £ri»n 1810 to 18^0. This left brothers^ sisters and cousins 
in this area witht heir plantations and slaves while some who had inherited slaves in this 
area had gone to Ohio and given emancipation. Berkeley County suffered much loss during 
the Civil War* Its greatest loss was the destructioia of the B & 0 Baijlread Shops and the 
Colonade Bridge* > > --,-.:-•- v* .
'•'•'- ^--' '- • - 1 ; - t " •• ' • - ' - ^ — '. '-'"..:.-',

Berkeley County and Martinsburg exjperienced a slow recovery following, t hie War, Th^ outr 
standing roundhouses were rebuilt in 1866 and the Shop put back int© operation (M161). 
continued a growth of new homes on the east side of Martins burg which had started with the 
coming- of the railroad. Areas like Chambersburg, Strinesville, BuepaVigt, Irish Hill 
and Roma all developed from the I8ii0s &o 1870s.

In the iate 1880s a group formed and brought a aewt change to Martinsburg and Berkeley 
CDunty. They brought electricity* tat ha ar«a in 18^0. fhis brought the golden age of 
industrial development in the 1890s. At the heart of this development was the textile 
industry, which in a decade transformed Martiosburg into an important- textile center. A 
series of large modern electric powered mills were built in the l39Cys. Most of these 
buildings were built from 18^1 to- Ip05 and collectively they represent a floe example of 
large scale industrial architecture utilizing simple brick elevations, punctuated with 
an impressive area of windows which provided the light necessary for knitting and weaving*

Martinsburg developed over a period of time from 1773 to the early 1900s* It has a w;ide 
variety of architectural buildings, a few early Georgian mansions like the 0* Rara-Martin 
house (M160) and Aspen Hall (M59), Federal, Greek Revival, Romanesque. The downtown area
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of Martlhsburg ; --h*af» complexes &f pre-C&v-ll War- structures, including 
residences, Romanesque- T8ev33fa3J, Gothic &evival> Italianate, Weo-Glasstcal 
Second Bnpire, Queen Anne, High Victorian Ctei&fce and -stick style, c , j'

andi^ Greek -j*«vival 
French

.. . _. .
About 10^ of the -build iRgsrin Siartinsb&sg are commercial o^i«dus trial. : %% of tfee'"'in the

Several "church fe^'Uiisp in: '-tJ&» district ̂ and a few,' single faave^i>eendncl«ded.t>TileS;e:,are all 
significant archi^eettoitally as well as -historical. - >, ; ; -.•••-• ; ,

A wide variety of historic archeology sites are located throughout the County. A very 
detailed study is^eing roa^e of the 18U7 map L©f Berkeley County, fyp^a^of- sites such as 
early ittills, distilleries j, log oaM»s,-?sch0ol hottses ace j3eiflgYloe^%*i, iehnrdfces, a black: 
village, stoBe and bsiek houses, slEave cabins, .fhtfse sites which baiv«ffe ̂ ten 'identified and 
are associated with the architectural buildir^s and historical districts and families are 
inclttdedi«t "*Ms^i^t»iQ* ^ A later rodre detailed ^coverage i» plan ae^l^ This; t&ii 4&clw$e a., 
possible ea^ply wet^l«@nt phasev H •. • •..-.: I, --i- ;. •,:." i ^ -• :• ;,(.;: .-::*.-'• ,=-'.- .. -j-o" . }* :-

©f '-Berkeley ̂ ttiiMb^m f>mifb of tra»sportatio« are include^i f hijs tatee^ 
the B & d'-aad CaJibe^lattd Valley Sallroa*s. fh^ Gsaiberlaad Val^jr Bailmad crosses Mill 
Creek over : lfeft iB^es^ivs %w© span stone bridge and at Baukeshrtlie-m siaitlar %»o span 
stone briidjfe wasi'cons^uc^ed* -^«curii6its $late ^iMer ttridge was ateoilt (between Eedinffeon 
and Fal^ling Waters. The conventional two span bridge is supported by a stone $)i*r with 
a coping concrete cap. Other historic structures ar* spinuraber of bridges throughout the 
County. These include examples of stone, brick, concrete and iron bridges (Thematic'

. , . .
Berkeley Caaaty «ii§tcsPt@ai /Society stS3?te«tFmisurvey of nS:t'»J>3![dto; :pnf-l8ot) .batl^lings, struct 
ures, and I»e3ated "sites in ^tte Fall of ̂ 1^73* 4U^er ddnafclotts were raised fdi^r 
a historic >reservafidn aonsulfan^/Hfits feared fe> 4o-4va3M$etiQt* cf^a-list of 
structures prepared by the Historical Society. 30 properties were evaluated. Ms*. .John 
Sraall, Clerk of the Court, opened the Courthouse one evening a week from 7 to 10 p.m. for 
members of the Historical So&itfty* -to d© research. ^^*mbers ̂ Iso-idld *<men?eaeareh; 
the day -time* Research was under ^the^<iire%tiHO8 of Boa C, Mood, local ogenealogist-aBd 
historian.'^Franci'S Silver^ Qoei:nty Sttrreyox' and GaLt$«a Qdertseflja^ surveyor, ̂BW«i?@i;g 
there to Help with plat1 wdrk* rAli-^bttt abottt two properties in the eoanty>haive- had a; com- . 
plete title search £roia?presWt ̂ <tajr all tfei way teackato tfte time iof ti» laadfgrrant. QfaMa^i 
Geertsema had prepared, previously, a complete and accurate overlay map of the Kings patents 
and land grants* fftneipal location ef baildiags ian4«Lte» Jiaa fce*a2$ene -&# D©BiWo<ial -i'forn : 
many -visits wilfe our resideats and a study of the 1809, rl8lt? ,and 'iSil*- maps of . 
A LaniMarks Oeiiftissiob was appoint ed.Hy'f he Berkeley County Coiwaias^on in 
was taken over by theft witii fuadiBgifrom theJCeanty. James X. tHardieg of^ ̂ the DW« 
quities Commission spent. SO £ays in Berkeley €o, in 19?£ and Wfa with^W©©^ driving i r 
through the Couaty and evaluating properties. In the Fall of 1977 two representatives of 
The National Register suggested that Berkeley County be done as a multi resource project.



Clarence Moran,State Preservation Officer, gave approval of the project. In March Daniel 
Fowler, State Archeologist, Clarence Moran and Rodney Collins, received guidelines on the
proposed project. Clarence Moran gave an approval of a |30,000 matching retroactive grant- 
$60,000, to hire needed professional help and other expense for the project and to include 
archeology. Frances Suth, architectural analysist, formerly with the landmarks Commission, 
who had done evaluation of some properties, was hired to do an evaluation of the County 
properties. Rodney Collins of the State Historic Preservation Unit wade visits in April 
and went over some of the proposed district boundries. Howard Butts, a local college 
student, was hired to do research, etc. Tony Wrenn was hired in July to do an historical 
architectural evaluation of Martinsbmrg* A change was made in the earlier planned cover­ 
age of Ifertinsburg because of a change the first of July 1978 of a new ^yor and City 
Manager. Both expressed interest in the survey. A further interest in Mart ins burg was 
expressed by the HUD personnel who. have a large program in Margin eburg. Because of opin­ 
ions of City officials, original plans were tt> include for evaluation only the fmain 
downtown, Boydville and B & 0 areas* 'i'he area covered in Marti nsburg was tripled because of 
the fact plus a tie up of the federal money in the State office and the donation of time 
by both Frances Ruth and Howard Butts and my own attention on Jfer tins burg only part of the 
pre-1880 buildings are being included at this time. Professor Emory ^emp was employed to 
evaluate industry and transportation* Douglas Reed, a housewright, was hired in 1975 and 
1976 to help date and evaluate some o£ Berkeley County's log buildings. (Salt jo Geertsema was 
hired in October to complete the topography map and UTM references*

• ^ * '! -. - - . - - . _ . \ _ ''_ '-, : : 5 4 - , • ~ " '

The purpose of the survey which is Being continued is to locate arid evaluate all of the 
historic resources of .Berkeley County . As explained earlier, a concentration wag made 
on Mar tins burg in 1976 because of its 200th anniversary. This, cut down on completing . 
the location and study of County fropertiea* H.was agreed in September 1976 vby Clarence 
Moran, State Preservation Officer r and con wo©4, Chairman of the Project, that Mar tinaburg 
and what County properties could be written up would be presented to the State Review 
Board meeting in November 1978. All of the towns, or villages, of Berkeley County have 
been completed except Gerrardstown. Leek of underatanding of the survey until recently 
has preventeed work iw that town* Bask Creek Valley Tteea wMch include* .that area from 
the east side of North Mountain to the Morgan County line has had very little work. The 
mai n reason f or this is t hat i t contains fewer outst andi ng bui 1<U ngs and many s tandi ng 
build ings vam jreeood or third buildings on' a property^ It is anticipated .that this area 
will be the most valuable for historic archeology sites. .-*--• .;jv, .. .^ ;

Historical districts have been established where properties have a definite relation, and 
areas of concentration. Marti nsburg has been divided into 7 districts in accordance 
with its- historical background relationship of resources -in .a particular area, i.e. the 
Baltimore and Ohio fiailroad and Belated Industries Historic District (M-l6l), which 
contains industrial buildings and structures associated w^th a business or its trans­ 
portation* .* .'-. •••' -----v, .,':s , ... -.__-....•---- •- .-. -,_ -•!-..

At a meeting on February 28th between iFederal^ Mat itnal Register ̂ repireseR^atives, the 
State ^reservati on Of ficer aod r Rodney Colli ans , Stat e representative to the Project /and 
Don Voody Chair*a«iof theap^ojeety tt wa* Agree* thatvtbe remaining buildings, archeology 
and natural resources would be combined into a, second phase to be completed by March 19 80. 
Originally discussed was f or k or Stphases to be submitted at various times.

-_•*-• --».,.' = - _-,,.,.-.

Some large irregular districts hare been established such as the Tuscarx?ra Creek Historical 
Distriet (f66). Tfce Creek is the «ain reason these early buildings were built there for it 
has been used -as the main base or core, of the district. A few small districts have been 
established such as Jones Mi 11. San (Slli) .where the mill site and its related buildings, 
structures and water ways have been used to .establish the district. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Berkeley C©u®ty is the most historically significant area of the State. It is the £Lrst 
settled area of the State of T̂ est Virginia; therefore, it has many firsts: the first 
Mill site (Jones, S-U*), site of the first crude shelter (Morgan Morgan, G-8Q), the re­ 
constructed Morgan Cabin (G-80) which contains sane of the first building material, the 
first organized militia and first official road. Significant Civil War history is 
associated with Berkeley County: Bunker Hill (Q4|8), Watkins Ferry (W-2), Medway house 
(Ar?3), Hedgesville (H-i>2), Barkesville (G-4|2) and Martiasfcurg (M-158 through M-.1610* 
Though no major battles took place in Berkeley County it was the scene of much occupation 
and many skirmishes took place.

Berkeley County has had a multitude of important persons associated with its history* 
Gen* Adam Stephen, founder of Martinsburg, whose house is listed in The National Blister 
(M-16Q), and associations with the Revolutionary War? Gen* Dark, whose headquarters at 
Parkesville (G-fc2) has been reconstructed* Major George Scott, Captain &awl<aigh Morgan 
(5-35), *ks»es CampbeU (T-2), Captain William Henshaw (G-79). A great number of its 
forefathers served, ©r furnished supplies. The War of 1812 was another significant 
area of military association with Gen. Blisha Boy^, whose Boydville is listed in The 
National Register (H-162), Captain Lewis B. Willis (S-3$), Captain James Mason (S-35), 
Moses Ifcmter (M^3) and many others. Further outstanding military association of persons 
is Bear Admiral Charles Boarmah (M-163), Rear Admiral Striobling (M-163), Secretary of 
War Newton D. Baker CM-163) and Ward Hill Laraon, early law partner and later bodyguard 
to Abraham Idncoln (his boyhood cabin home (G-35) is located east of Bunker Hill)*

Berkeley County has been the home of such notable artists as William Robinson Leigh (H-12) 
and John Blanker (G-60), an early Quaker portrait artist. 3Tt has been the home of noted 
Civxl War writer, David H. Strother (Perte Crayon) (M-163)«

Buildings of auch architectural significance like the Georgian mansion *Aspea Hall" 
(M-5o), home of idward Beeson H, a member of the ^aker faith and trustee of Martins- 
burg $ Federal mansions like «Hural Hill (B-8 & B-9) built by Sdward Tabb from the 
Tidewater area ol* Virginia; White Bush (W-3) built by Archibald Shearerj Greek Revival 
mansion '"Alien Dale11 (M«/i), all demonstrate the economic growth of the early settlers. 
Further examples may be seen in the Tuscarora area through the many significant buildings 
associated with the Pennsylvania Dutch families-the Seiberts and Cushwas.

Social/humanitarian is designated through its association with t he outstanding Poor House, 
later the home of Porte Grayon (M-163). The Poor House Farm (T-66) which has served 
sine© 18£Q as a complex of buildings for the poor, aged and now a house for wayward boys.
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A further1 significance is the J6p^rati0n ©fc Its Bhd and homes from the l?l*0s by a continuous 
direct descendant like the l&rlan ^pring affifeav' Swan Bond farm artat* ; The association of the 
Hedges family, their houses and- totn is fequalleid by none in the^ State* itfhe Hedgeses were 
an early family who moved to Berkeley Bounty from the Frinee Georges County; area of Maryland 
in the 1730s. Thqy were associated with the Morgans, Vanraeters and other well-known faiailies 
of the'^Si Trafllt£oi*a3:i^ fthey %laWra t&ey descend from Sir uharies hedges o£r ^fcgland. ?hey o 
ow#^ and- controlled tme whole area of the Oouuty asd established a village in 1§32. (^hematic 
Group B) • -tc -. :"' ,--•>• = ^y> p./vr . :-.•• ;--.;c-.- •"•'-••: ' ".;;-;; r. i . ;:. , ,_ .- v ; : _- =._..- ,-. ^ ;

' Jii '..•:-.: . ;:' .- ''•-'{' -^--'. J r (. „ ' - ••• t;,. ;. -. ; ..,0-=)-.. -uj ; - . --,. •:., - v • ,

Harmony (H-lii, a site) was a religious meeting house where many of the ^ailing Waters area 
harmonized together in the use of one meeting house to hold meetings of various faiths."

use tof water power started with the very firs£ settler* Serkeleyrm0unty is filled with 
many early m£H!i'S&tei3.v "Many oft;these ar^e outstanding for their landscape architecture, .; 
like Newcomer ..(M«>iL2):, Jones (S-lii) and fHippey Gold .vQ*-3U)., All were,^ complete with outstanding 
mansions..? Sokevhaib miller f s houses* v, Seven fldll -buildings remain j Brya'ply (Q-b2),. Fatter son „ 
(T-66)^ Scharrard/ifC^gf^ Hibberd r ^-66£, life k Sun !{H-108)^ Banker Hill (G-79> and Spiring 
Mill fS4l06)^-ihe Bunker tUlli' mill ; liar m«till ia opepabing :Orde% %is- Mil hag ; be0a; i^i;t - c 
operation except) for m few.jshort spanaraince befere 173S. : KLpurf w^s one^o^ the e^riy exports 
of the r%unty» * One ^>f this i&illii constructed princsipally f or- export- wag .thtfiick ;Run mill 
(H-K)8). A few* fulling^ or woolen, miUs existed in •yfi^,E0ounty^ nWever, it was; mot until 
the coming of electricity that the textile industry flourished, ^he new textile mills are 
M'storically 'aigwif ic-^nt because- of tlae Central role they have played dri tMe ^industrial IJhfe 
o^ ^rtiinsburg;, and ^in ap~lariger sensi^ithey represent the most- modern tjechnolbgyt of their 
Miaie and are !aii early ©Kimiple ^af the -sMft ;bf \ the -industry from Wew Snglaad 

and '

engineering! fetes are. its bridges. . Baridges hold a unique
the hl/stoa?^ 'waf l technbtL©gy.; From th^ Inigineer * s poiiati of >view,:ja. bridlge fulfills oae primary 
purpose -<a Ed that is tt>' support loader West Virginia wass the: .scene of a> number of notable . 
accoirtplishment^^n bridge building. Because these turn o£ the century; bridges are rapidly, 
disappearing and because of the picturesque setting of most of them^: all major road and rail 
bridges built before World War I located in Berkeley County are being included in this 
nomination. th# Vani»eter IWd Bridge, a three arched 'stone bridge* built? by Silas Harry, in 
1832, ^is the oldest kndwia bridge iin the State. It* is already -listed ; in r̂ he %tional Register*

Berkeley Gounty = contains sites of some of the firat Religious buildings in the ^tate. It also . 
has -8 ante very outstanding architecturally significant- churc.hess Mt. %on Baptist witin its - un­ 
usually ̂ sraall stonework i(M-2); -the 1818 Mt* Zion %is&0pal> Church; (H-52) • Falling Waters. JPres- ? 
byterian Church (C3reek Revival) (H-106). The architectural landscape of : Green Jlill Cemetery, ;• 
is equalled by none In the State (M-158)»

Marti nsbUrg is significant as the commercial -6 enter of Berkeley County and as a center of-City 
and County governments. It has such important buiM ings as the Courthouse, the old County Jail 
and the 1890 Jail. The Apollo Theater, built in 1911 after designs by noted theater architect 
Reginold. 'Jhe home of George D» Whitson, Berkeley County^ prolific builder and architect, the 
B & 0 Roundhouses and adjoining complex of architecturally significant buildings is equalled by 
none in the Nation*



Several outstanding educational buildings are located in the City and County. Berkeley County wit 
its array of magnificient pre^RevQlutionary War and antebellum homes and Martinsburg with its out­ 
standing buildings built through the years and the B & 0 complex qualify an a national basis for 
its architectural/historical significance*

It was in 1728 that Morgan Morgan settled west of the present village of Bunker Hillft Col, Morgan 
Morgan was first in many things. His family and descendants' were 'very, a'ctiye in settling other 
areas of the State and are well-kkown throughout the State, CoL, *%rgan ^organ's son, Zackquill, 

-built a stone house, Cool Spring Farm (G-8Q) and then moved -on to establish Morgantown, WV. Son 
David Morgan, built a log cabin in 171*5 in Berkeley County. He moved to the Monongalia Valley am 
in 1771. % and his sons helped built Frickett Fort and .they- served in the Revolutionary, War. Xt 
was gon Morgan Morgan who r&naiue^ in Berkeley Qsunty and helped reestablish ^he early-State Angle 
Saxon Church into the %iscopal ;Ghureh of America while «in rnelghboriag areas of V^rg?.nia the earlj 
English Church was being destroyed v A -flew horgan ^Cfaapel (£-80) w^a. built in l8lf>-

John and Isaac Vanmeter (brothers) went to Williarasburg in ,1730 and acquizied orders to pestle 
acres east of ihe Ppequon Craek. The^r sold these qrdera in 1731 to jJiost, Kite who brought ?a 
of settlers in 1732 into the area. In f !730 Alexander Ross and &organ Bryan acquired orders to :? 
settle up to 70,000 acres west of the Opequon Creek and east of the North Mountain.They brought a 
group of Quakers and ^re&byterians into the area in 1733* t •.'-'.-.,.•.

Lord Fairfax took over in 17!>Q and started granting land in the area, %- the time of the Revolu-tic 
ary lifer most of r Berkeley Cotjnty had beenis attled, Due &o; the land dispute that arose to etw^en Lore 
Fairfax- Hi te^ ̂ and others, many of the Quakers'' had ? "left the area before the' Revolutionary %!•» ; Thou§ 
they 'had ^esquired much land in this area, in the 1^30s t©;50s period many rhad left bythe:time of 1 
War« The 1730s« to -the Rev, War era is one ofl Berkeley %unty*s most significant periods.. An arraj 
of significant Ic^g- andf stoneLbuiidihgs r^aiin- in rierkeley Co»>t43id^r aara ^sitimony ©f this e^rly 
settled area, such as the Oariird/Ha^s thouse (S-5)j «James Qrumley cabin ifG-^S^j-Ridgeway ^aa*m (G-15 
Sno^gr^ss Tavete (B-l)j Aspen ^all (M-^8)^ i^he ^orgah heuse^rin the vGol* %rgan Morgan district « 
(G-80); Stone rHous^ i^asibn (M-3)j ffos|>ect Elll (H*.69)fKRedbud Hollow (f-62^, WatklroJ ^erry hous< 
(W-2)| several outstanding^ ^ tralildings talong the ̂ ^axsarora C^eek remain toda^ i{^66)» . • -

It was during* he Jtevolutionary War tha^ tht tcfwn Qf Martinsburg wagi.startedv Change caiae to, the 
area by tihe,%nd of ttoevWar* ;^nd was acquired in the^JCentuc^tand -Ohj-o jarea^by wanv-^f th^i Rev* <. 
War soldiers from Berkeley bounty. Ttte Fa^/Duteh /LutheranXReforraed acquired big holdings in the 
County from the 1770s to l820s period. Their craftsmanship is rellected in rnaiay. of :the outstandir 
buildings they built* It wasduring this period itoat we felt our most southern influence* Though 
most of our sliave1 ' hold ing plantations were> of the'^a. Du-tch/^erman.T > tsOflie li'kehthe^ Tabbs,; who buil 
Rural Hill fB-8)> Rawlei:gh Gols:t4on and the 'Robert Carter jWillise$ cam^ Crom {the -fidewater area of 
Virginia, ^t was 'during this period that such outstanding vplatati-onsflike the /Lick- ButiFlantatiot 
(H-108), Honeywood (H-13), the Seibert farm on the Tuscarora .(^-66) and many others were estab­ 
lished. ;• •• ' v . . ;• , ', | : ;.:, . '•• r/ :••;;.. . ., . • '•••-. tv •. J ' : ' ''-.-.-- .-.- '

Brick was first shpjpied (traditionally) around 1785 and then locally Made to. be used as .one of the 
main- building materials. W© had outstanding Georgian/Federal styla jaa'nsiona such as ^ White -&ush 
(W-3)j Mt. Zion %>iscopal church (H-32)j the %rtin-MacDonald house (M-160), the Poor House (M-l6; 
Then came the Greek Revival period in /t he l8/|0s . This "is reflected in such outstanding buildings 
as the Falling Waters^ Fresbyter-ian Church (H-106)j Alien Dalle (M-ii) and Dr. Hammond hojuae < Vnow 
ruins) (H-106)v Some of earlier stone and brick houses JLike 'the Kerney/Kilmer house were built 
during this 'period* •• "• '•- -; -*> ' •" ••• '., ' •••-'' . - ; ;-. ; . • •: . .. '-•••• ' ;.-'• ,

Stone still remains to be a principal building material. Such outstanding houses as the John Lyle 
house (^-66) were built in ifae early -part of this period. : ^he antebellum period reached its peak 
around 1850.... ,;;•'/' , .•. '..' ..' .. v'' \- •• } •••"'"' • •'••'..- • -.'•• • , . • .••-.•-
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With the beginning «£ tto Civil "War, this was the end of the building of the stone plamtatioi 
houses. Slave labor had been used for the mgority. The stones were quarried in the Winter 
months when weather permitted. From the 1850s ' until the 1880s was the secession period of 
Berkeley County though a few outstanding houses like the Teter-French house (H-ll) and the 
brick section of the 8immQft3~Be@s houa-e (0-17) were built, just befor- the War. They were 
soon sold because of debts. The 500 acre to 2,000 acre plantations which had been establish' 
in the early 1800s were divided, it was at this time that the old jfraae, wood sided houses 
became popular in both this county and Martins burg,

Darkeaville was established about 10 years after %rt ins burg. Most of its buildings 
were built of log. Located on fioute 11 just about half way between %rtinsburg and the 
Frederick County line, it served as a rural town until the 20th century. Its most 
significant period was from 1810 till i860.

Hedgesville established in 1832, built principally of log, reached its peak as a resort town 
in the 1890-1920 period. Both Darkesville and Hedges ville are very significant because of 

number of original log houses which still remain.

Martipsteurg with its wide variety of architecture/historically significant buildings 
has served the County as -fee county seat from the time of its beginning though it had booms 
and new growth at times and a few short recession periods. H still remains today as the 
growing industrial, goverment, commercial and cluster center of Berkeley County,

District boundry lines have been selected to establish complexes of buildings like Harlan 
Spring, Spring Mills, the H$Jt &un Plantation, These all have a close association 
of buildings, r£he Tuscarora ^reek has been used to link a group of prominent early build­ 
ings and structures along Its banks into one large district. '1'he Morgan Morgan district 
has been linked together to show association of relative buildings with the use of the 
first official road in the State of «est Virginia which is included in the district and 
also for its historical significance. The area of Mill Creek which had a dense group of 
mill? has been linked together by using Mill Creek, The ^cKown homes located sparsely 
in one section have been tied together with the use of a road. This was also done on the 
Eidg© Koad district, '

Swan Pond, an agricultural significant area, boundry lines were established by using the 
original manor land and land on the west side which was associated both agriculturally 
and historically with the Ponds.

Mart ins burg has been broken up into seven districts, Boundry lines literally define 
themselves. The B& 0 Comples, the land on the east side, ^he downtown commercial* 
residential area. 4 small district along Tuscarora ^reek and the Adam Stephen house* 
Boydville, a group of prominent homes in this area, 2'he Boom district, the 1890 
developed land.

The Multi fteaource survey of B@rke.ley County has been received by the residents of 
Berkeley County especially well, A he public opinion programs were held on what is 
being submitted for listing on The ^ational Register at this time, Tony P. Wrenn 
presented a program on the seven districts of Martinaburg, Don C, w ood presented 
a program on the 17 districts and single listings for the County on November 15th. 
All districts and properties received excellent support*



[MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Berkeley Journals, Issues 1, 2, 3, k> 5, 6, 7 and %>eoial Issue 1977, published 

by TJie Berkeley County Historical Society 
The Martinsburg $azett@ 1810-1855
Descendants of Colonel Morgan Morgan by French Morgan, 1950 
The C©i, Morgan Morgan Monument Commission Beport, Charleston, WV 1931$

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY____

QUADRANGLE NAME 
UTM REFERENCES

QUADRANGLE SCALE

A| . I I I , I . . I I . t , 1 . . t
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C|___I I I . I , . I I . I , I . . I

. . I I . I . I . , 
NORTHING

t I

I I

ZONE EASTING .._
D! . I I I . I , . 1 I . -I . I . . 1

F|___| II . I . , I I .1 I 1 . . I

Hi I I I I . I I . <l I-. | t . I . . 1
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The geographieal~liraits of Berkeley County.
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

» - -

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE st, Historian, Historic Archeologlst
ORGANIZATION J»*esident, Berkeley Coun^r HistorJcai Society 

a Berkeley County Historical
DATE

on
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Hoate 3> Box 79
CITY ORJOW.N

Hartinsburg^ WV
STATE

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: - 

NATIONAL__ STATE .x_ . LOCAL _*__

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE Director, Historic Preservation Unit, W.V. Dept.
PTil-Hivo anrl tH

DATE October 17, 1979

GPO 921-803


