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"Archeological Reconnaisance of the Island of St. John"
Frederik W. Sleight, 1962.

"Archeological Survey of St. John"
Southeast Archeological Center, 1976.

Following individual properties within the Virgin Islands National Park and National

Park Service ownership have been included in the Historic American Building Survey.and

* Historic American Engineering Records .. ~ - : 7. 00 7 ToUaeil0 e el

Historic American Building Survey:

Sugar Factory, Estate Annaberg, Maho Bay Qtr. 1959
Wattle House, Reef B%y Eétate, Reef Bay Qtr. 1961
Sugar Factory, Estate Reef Bay, Regf Bay Qtr. 1960
Great House & Grounds, Estate Reef Bay, Reef Bay Qtr. 19@?
Service Buildings, Great House, Estate Reef Bay, Reef Bay Qtr. 1969
Windmill, Estate Annaberg, Maho Bay Qtr. v 1962
Great House, Estate Mary Point, Maho Bay Qtr. 1964
Windmill, Estate Hammer Farm, Cruz Bay : 1964
Cook House, Estate Annaberg, Maho Bay _ 1967
Bake Oveh; Estate Annaberg, Maho Bay 1967
Windmill, Estate Dennis Bay, Cruz Bay 1967
Trunk Bay Sugar Factory, Cruz Bay Qtr. _ . 1977

Cinnamon Bay Plantation, Maho Bay Qtr. 1977
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Ma.ry Point Esta.te - i eded
Mary Point Great I-Ieuse & Factory, Maho Bay Q,t
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G DE’SCRIPTION

f-{;The Virgin Islands Natienal Park 1neludes 8 8&0 acres of the central see:

r';St John or rfjx1mately 3/5 of the itland and 5 650 acres of submerged land andrt

f*,fi.offshore r0ck
’rfeast-west spi of the 1sland rises to elevations of more than 1200 feet above
lffsea level 1n le ;than,a mlle from the shoreline. Thls 1s deeply indented,with

ri;rocky prometerles.' The h11151des are gouged out by deep V shaped valleys that

:;;termlnate inrsmall alluvial plains‘behlnd the more protected bays.; Therclxmateii

ndrcays.; St John has a steep and rugged topography’ The centrali'}ﬁ=

"ifi;sheltered bays backed by white sandy beachee between craggy cliffs and formldable ?;f;f

L is oceanic an&'s‘b'troplcal Wlth an annual average temperature of 80° Fahrenhelt’/;" ;

",flon'between season of 5° Fahr:nhelt.i The parkzﬁfii
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With the existing vegetative cover the most prominent man—made features of the
= Park landscape are the roads and trails that generally follow the cart roads

;,r,established in the lBth century and the ruins of former plantations.

7,;2In 1728: 91 plantation lots were listed,for St John.r Abaut half of these were

Vclaims that had,elther not been developed or surveyed Seventyatwo (72) years - l:f
i";later the P L. thelm map records 68 plantations outside the villages of Cruz :
rgwihEand COral Bay.; Of these, hl are within the established Park boundary. At present,‘il
V;there are h6 known‘histeric properties within the Park boundaries, 31 of these -
~are on Park property with a total of 236 classified structures.i 17 classifled
'rl;;structures are stlll roofed or have retained vestiges of roofing and 9 are fl;;,,lij

smaintained 1n use., All others are 1n various stages of ruins, from masonry walls :1{*

rfrstanding to full elght to barely discernible traces of footings.r All these

o are definedfar structures by‘the Natlonal Park Serv1ceoManagement Policies. jfrﬁ ;;,fﬁ

'wdfsf:The mesyiconsplcuous in terms of volume and size are the remains of the Sugar'

' ”iPlantations‘, These are found in the areas of higher prec1pitation aleng thei
- .- F . o ,:7' )
fjjridges-ead-the north coast and in the valleys of the south coast where drainageril5;

"{;;from the hillsides prov1ded favorable growing conditions for sugar cane., Less f{;:ii

'Vofprominent are the more modest facilities required £or cultivation of cotton and}f;ijéi
ri_*}ralsing of livestock located in the drier areas to the east and south. The ‘
'}—;remains of puhlic,buildings, sehools, customheuses and the single,fortifieatlon:fl;'
'on park property, an earthwork battery, are due to their modest sizes,equally

'1nconsp1cuous‘£ :i,;f
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e v1llages ef Cruz:ané Coral Bay out31de the Park boundarles.;;fl_;

eDuring the 18th and l9th century when St John,was 1ntensely cult;vated both the

1; 1clustered bull&ings of the plantations and the 1ndiv1dual structures were pro—f'iil
",}mlnent features 1n 8- landscape of open fields that 1n many instances stretched

ieciffup ever thersurr undlng hillsides 1nterspersed with patehes of forest and bush

’ ion terraln,iisu table for cultlvation due to 1ts steepness, peer water retentlon G

1‘j'With the collapse of the plantation economy and the resulting sleckening of

t—f;fagrlcultural activity and decrease,in population the f1el&s gradnally during

ﬁﬂfA few historie bulldings and dlstrlets due to their prominent siting, 81ze,_,,:s’:5:5

:i};location on'a _hroughfare or contlnued use,stlll have a: high VlSlbility such

;;as Annaberg, Ameriea Hlll, Reef Bay Great House, Hammer Ferm, Trunk & Cinnamon ;f

o

VP,Bay and Lameshur.— ethers, sueh as Reef Bay Factory andiﬁind Polnt;Fort that have i

:feireached in:an~areafof developing forest.;,n}—




the plantations heve a

e historicel resources.
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heugh as a bu;lding type they remalned static. Their7ma1n,fl

S ;stalrcases (Dennis Bay)

/ ifﬁdld,net'have’i;“

, surrounding"rade. {ffri'f’"’*f':?

C&bins}and mcre:modest dwellings'on the ether hand




onstruction method is rubble masonry of locslly svailsble
{th & liberal use of importe

quoining of corners an

‘used extensively not only in cebins and other
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' 'fon higher ground overlooking the factory and ite associated buildings. For

;cotton and livestock plantations there doﬁs not seem to be a,fixed pattern to

,1{the placemen,;of the different facilities. On sugar plantations, however, the

ﬁied on higher ground than

f,horsemill and Wind.mill Where the itter occurs, is ;

- f?‘the factory'or’ ised by earthwo,is in flat terrain. Therbagase sheds are placed

7 ;,,;in close proximity to both the mill and,the factory and the still,with its cistern

i;fis eitheriblil ; ,,ed close to 1t Tﬁe slave quarters,

:'lage waéisieééd?bn31 periphery of she. production center but'i:,:55¥9

7’;3Wifh§u£lah¥ﬁ8‘ c1fic relation to the other building_;rf hezcluster.:i:{3 R

"7irfpattern dictater by the contours of the land.: Most plantation’s;tes,also include r;;

ubsistance farmr(3fknown structures) 1;, anjah° toir (3 known_lj;ff;










{ :
X 4 w ‘ ks
. ¥ SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD ) AREAS OF. SIGNIEICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC  —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING —.LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1499 XARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _.CONSERVATION _LAW —_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 -XAGRICULTURE - —ECONOMICS - _.LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE XEDUCATION X MILITARY _—SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
X1700-1799 —ART X ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER N
4'.,':: ¢ 1800-1899 —.COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
. Xy900: —COMMUNICATIONS "~ “_NDUSTRY - . __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~ __OTHER (SPECIEW
12 ' __INVENTION
( o
SPECIFIC DATES. , BUILDER/ARCHITECT
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE | I
i o E : ’ :
?A \ - . r -
8 SEE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEETS T
’ ’e. T \ , . i . T . - o . [ B L - Ve e . - ) "
r
P
]
Lo
1 3
1 :



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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The significance:of the historlc and,archltectural resource' ,thin the Vlrgin

f;i;csfla;;a Nations

'“;k 11es in the completeness of their presenterf’ntof rural l8th £

'lantation sooiety, They 1nc1ude plantatlon buildlngs of high

z:tieﬁs of any kind, 1erge and sophisticated residenceS'ena cablns thet prov1aed

rr‘mnm :f comfort They reflect the varlety},;;;j; ‘ties of the <:*4i

- 528001ety that:was the economic mainstay of en affluent and aecompllshed West Indle :;v 7

i ;>Susar colony.f’—?’~"'~ R

irthe 1sland was under cultivation




sﬁgieu;nbed.; Although a few pla.nta .
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,figures in ’che govern:men’c a.nd the prlva.te torofthe

7 3 —acquir ed pr0perties 70 'b John. Gevarnoz- Eric Bredal who'/' ST

accompllshed - ra.cqulsition of St. John in the face of Engl:n.sh opposrb:.on o

thepla,ntatie ;,W k.ncwn as L'Espere,nee (H—5) Frederlk Sﬂhmrwhotf erved as

"'"!,jff-(H-3o) '?Jossie:Gut (H—lh), and Lelnster BaY- M‘m dis

f ,European settlers of St Jchn. Fcrt Frederiksvaern on Fortber ; I-Iill C:.nna.men

- :the Park boun rles are all assoc:.ated? r‘th deeisn'e phases ofq the revolt. Of

o ,these only-C 'en Bay (H—25) 1s on Pa.rk property.r, Its owner, Dan:l.el Jeen, en,— 51;{:

fCapt ﬁ.n of the Civil Gua.rd with his fa.mlly a.nd his loyal:-,: ﬂves, ma.de a stand

B ‘against the rev”lut:.onaries a.nd dela,yed thelr advance suffa.ciently to allow i‘ugl-

e :irt:.ves t reaeh,,afety at Caneel Bay (histerlcally Burloe Bay & K.'Le:.n Ca.neel Bay)




jg.'l.irsh forces. In 1’cs afterma,th i'b also,inf ,uenced the 1eg1- 5




'tahin “the Park

srried into the 20th century. -

“emancipatio

36-48) envisioned and vor




No: 1p=300a
jQ?M

UNIT[:D STATES DhPARTMhNT Ol— THE: INTERIOR
S - NATIONAL PARK SERVICE i

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICV, LA?CES
- INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM

commum:ousueer ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 6

Antilles but the Reef Bay Factory installation is the only one- that has retained f;,;

o

i:all its parts still ing ;aee and thereby is recognized as a key reference,for the':°

il-rexplanation and better understanding of other incomplete installations elsewhere.11ff"

°Historic7propertiesjon'St:'John thatfhaveibeen:out5Of'usetfor"man&~vears;have'5fff5:f;
ﬂrprseveral feet of accumulated debrisﬁcovering floor pavements, steps, beiling

5','benohes, drains and other features important to the understanding of the buildings;i -

':f functions, others have areas w1th great surface quantities,of glass, pottery and ,?,?

*lain fragments indicative of extensive periods of.

L'Esperance'plantation is an example of the former and Rustenberg South of the {}iij;f

Viilatter' They and similar properties, are considered potential historic archeo— iftfxi

;ntation where beach erosionohas uncovered

;alfiites ‘a8’ is ﬁhnnamon,Bay5'

ffl'a post columbian eemetery Some salvageﬁ archeology has been carried out An: PaStrif;

',,;géa;sgsﬁﬁitﬁi, rrltstf the cemetery has. never been esteblished and 1t is assumed

- o f}to extend beyondwthe area affected:fy the erosion. 377'*

: ’jThe major ruins of Annaberg, Hammer Farm and Cinnamon Bay Plantation and the fort
7 ffiiat L&ﬁd P01nt have been cleared of vegetation and stabilized to prov1de a degree

1:~of protection against further deterioration./ The work has been limited to maSOnry

',!repair Of standing walls. At Reef Bay FaCforY Preservatinn efforts have also;° SRS
included a light-weight modern roof as essent1a1 to the protection of the mach— ;i';i
'fﬂ '1nery and other features of the 1nterior and at Reef Bay Great House fISh plates ;,;i

'ffreand t1e rods have been 1nstalled in some of the walls to 1ncrease structural
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stability of th standing remains.‘ Similar measures are currently being planned

"7iﬂ ifor Trunk Bay Factory and Mary'Point Great House and preservation work is scheduled 7

‘restoration of bui!

= envisioned.‘irfff, .

structures foi

5;ng districts of varying acreage dependent on the size and degree ;;;:

o of the plantations historic development., Certain,properties are limited to

*:Tsingle structures, such as Annaberg School and has been included as 1nd1vidual

;s1tes 1n the nominatlon. lffli

- rfThe criteria for the selection of the 19 properties included in this and previous 13;
";nominations out of the 31 known properties within the park in the NationalaPark
;::Service ownership, has been made on- the relative integrity of the 51tes the

i/;p}sondition of the iemains and how well they represent the different aspects of jff;i,;'

; ;St. John's historic development
7 ;The twelve (12) properties w1thin the Virgin Islands National Park in U S Go- fylailf
'?rrfvernment ownershlp not nominated ‘are the distrlcts of Sieben Plantation (H—lo),
VV'QiMbllendal Plantation (H-ll), Gentl Bay (H—12) Paquerau Plantatlon (H-l6) Par
’;:;FOrce Factory (H-i&a, Hope Plantation (H—19) Bordeaux Plantation West (H—20),

’ ;*Bordeaux Plantation East (H-2l), and Johnny Hern (Base Hill) (H-3h), and the i}ii;”’ :

= ffindiv1dua1 properties of Lameshur School (H—23) Mary*Point Custom Guard House

,1f(H—3l), and Cabrltte Horn¢¢ ,¥?1;if{;? a
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:‘_&n advanced condition cf aecay. Cabrltﬁe

“1£structures. ,/,,ﬁ'
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7'7d There are lh known Historlc Dlstricts on. 1nholdings within the Virgin Islands

' V‘Qor acce351ble to the National Park Serviee except for Caneel Bay (historically

CONTINUATIQN SHEET e ITEM NUMBER 8 7 PAGE 9 R
o Natlonal Park and one 1nd1v1dual bulldlng. These are’ not open to the pub11C'Q'f;';i’f

'Durloo Bay) and have thereforeinot been 1ncluded 1n thls multiple resource nomlnatlonr

'Seven (T) of these»Caneel Bay P tatlon (H—6) Susannaberg Plantatlon (H-T),

;Adrlan Plantatlon (H—B), Oyens Point Custom Guard. House (H-9) Lelnster Bay Plan-

>¥ifgtatlon (H-29), Frederlksdal & Mount Pleasant (H~hl), Fort Frederiksvaern & Battery

'7,”of Fortberg (H-hh), and the Customs Guard House-Whlstllng Cay (H-hT) appear to be

rsites qualifylng for nominatlon to the Natlonal Reglster for their historlcal

ks ,associat;ons and'their integrity:, As prevlously stated (6—pg.2) 2 of these Fort

7 rn,Fortberg, Coral Bay Qtr N and Whlstllng Cay Customs Guard House,,r,ffff
",]EMaho Bay Qtr. have been nominated to the National Reglster by the State Preservation =
: Offlcer~Mr 'Thomas Blake The~rema1n1ng five (5) sites will be nominated -as- they

E are acqulred by the National Park Service or. on the in1t1at1ve of the StaterPre- ,f’ff:

o servatlon Offlcer for the Virgln Islands.:ff

7r,aNo propertles generally exempted from llsting in the Natlonal

i:sfer ha{re bééﬁ {
. included in the nomlnatlon except for cemeteries that are ‘an integra.l part Of a

nomlnated district.,

i;The 1nformat10n gathered in the survey and 1nventory process has been 1ntegrated
71nto both the General Management Plan and the Historlc Resource Management Plan o
77of the Vlrgin Islands Natlonal Park It—has also been 1neluded'1n—the Environmentalﬁj

iImpact Statement on the varlous 51tes prepared for Solld Waste Disposal
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A|__,__||/||||||[|LJ‘| ) B]_._Il_l_l_L_l_.\_ll—l—-L-l—L—l—l—.l 4\
cl ]| 1_||4 nJ_v:I ol | LI, v'||||;||1] '

VERBAL BOU N DARY DESCRIPT!ON

The multiple resource study area boundaries coincide with the boundaries of the
Virgin Islands National Park Historical and architectural resources on privately o
held land within the Park, however have not been included in this nominstion as «ff
these inholdings are not generally accessible to the National Park Service. ThéRi kg
boundaries of the Virgin Islands National Park incltides all”of the North Shore of P
St. Tohn between Little Cruz Bay to the west and Precket Bay to the (SEE smmmmem*lo)i

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ‘ CODE COUNTY ' cooﬁ
STATE CODE COUNTY . CO? )
[E1FORM PREPARED BY | R
NAME / TITLE : . N 3
Frederik C. Gjessing . August 2, 1978 J
ORGANIZATION ’ ’ DATE . |
virmﬂmw;__mﬁgw»_____
STREET& NUMBER " TELEPHONE g i
P.0. Box 806 St. Thomas } g
CITY OR TOWN - STATE L

U.S. Virgin Islands 00801

EB:CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HIS'IyNC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIO,
YESV __ NO____ NONE___

STATE HISTORI ERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | herebv nominate this property to the National Régister, certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed S?ays ?hnch t resent the Vao’mmatlon to the State Review Board and to

FEDERAL REPRESE E SIGNATURE

evaluate its significance. The evaluated level ofSignific State /?acal : {
[4

/
TITLE thural Resourees o L 2K/
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...easﬁ with adjoining cays and offshore submerged lands. At Precket Bay the
boundary cuts across the narrow point of land called Haulover and then follows
the shoreline of Coral Bay in a westerly direction to a point on the shoreline
500 yards west of Fortbefg Hill, where the boundary cuts inland in'a northernly
direction for approximétely 1000 yards and then turns westerly to the base of
. Kinghill. From this point the boundary turns south for 600 yards and then east
and southeast following a line roughly parallel to the eastshore of St. John
approximately 500 yards inland. Souﬁh—west of Nanny Point the boundary cuts
due east to the north end of Drunk Bay. From here the eastghore to Rams Head
and the southshore west to Fish Bay with the adjoining submeré:z lands are
included in the multiple resource area. At Fish Bay the boundary cuts inland
in a easterly direction for 300 yards then northernly to the south boundary
of'Adrian Estate and then westerly to the north end of Little Cruz Bay and the
starting point.
The principal inholdings are on the west coast Caneel Bay Plantation; on the
north coast, the Gibney property on Hawknest Bay and the Hartman property on
Peter Bay &.Maho Bay and Leinster Bay Estates; on the east coast the zagzgﬁﬁaaig;
Palestina and Fortberg Hill properties; on the south coast parts of Mandal and
Fish Bay Estates; and inland Estates Susannaberé & Adrian in Cruz Bay Quarter

and the uphill sections of Carolina Estate in Coral Bay qtr.

The .total area of all inholdings is 2,189 acres.
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Name
State VI
Nomination | | Type of Review ' Ii;gcision
~1. Brown Bay Plantation Historic District - - :Mﬁ;ﬁ‘ ?&% f/wamm 6’/0\%&/
| +“2. Rustenberg Plantation South Hist. Dist .~ ‘ ot -, 4%2{ ALV 707\3/3?/
3. Dennis Bay Hist. Di'st.' - acea? - iH (jOJIc/JI/‘t’/IU‘—’ /7/>bf/ £/
~4., More Hill Hist. Dist. ‘/ - - | g,c,@;yg/ - oA Ehnvena %237 5/
.- 5. Hermitage Plantation Hist: Dist. 4 - ﬂfz'ag/o?l - A élzﬁmmﬂ,, Z/b;j;
6. ‘Annaberg Hist. Dist. */ . - ceegs - A Corssvrtnn 7/023/[;/
I 7 | America Hill Hist. Dist. | - it
J’ 3 &( Reef Bay Great House Hist. Diét . &6‘?6%%,60% o e /73/9/
¢9 ' Reef Bay Sugar Factory Hist. Dist. - - . L/Mfﬁ' A G (G N oen ]%,/j’/f?/
10, Jossie Gut Hist., Dist. v - /wc';/,af - A@‘Z @4&0&;741,- 7//)3/5’/
711, L'Esperance Hist. Dist. - umw/ B, x% Ghvena /75/;/
) < ,
. 12. Llﬂd Point th}rt v/ - a‘/c'c-/%v'?/ - A Ghnvent /'7/4%?/5’/ 7
> A3. Liever Marches Bay Hist. Dist. v - ,a,_eiw/ - g Ghesiens /}4“7//@’/
114, Cathrineberg-Jockumsdahl-Herman Farm _ previously listed 3-30-78

415 Cinnamon Bay Plantation Previously listed 7-11-78 -

+16. Lameshur Plantation - Previously listed 6-23-78

~17. Mary Point Estate - Previously listed 5-22-78

~18, Annaberg School | , ' - . R

»19, Trunk BayA Sugar Factory \/V : - JJZ/’,W’I } m)e% m/ja-auv'nb 7 123/&’/
20. - '

21. o - , ' : ;
22. -

23. -

24. - -




