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Washington and Greene Counties are located in the southwest corner of
Pennsylvania bordering the states of Ohio and West Virginia. In the
nineteenth century Washington and Greene Counties were important
agricultural and sheep-raising areas as well as being rich in
bituminous coal, natural gas, petroleum, sand, and clay. The eastern
borders of these counties are formed by the Monongahela River.

Coal mining and steel and glass manufacturing today are the major
industrial activities in these counties.

Covered bridges were once plentiful in Pennsylvania, every year more
are destroyed and replaced. The Office of Historic Preservation,
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission in conjunction with
local historical and governmental groups 1s currently conducting

a survey of the: remaining-covered bridges in Pennsylvania. This
nomination is a development of the survey.

There were originally 35 covered bridges in Greene County and 42 in
Washington County. As of October 1978 there are 9 covered bridges
remaining in Greene County, 25 in Washington County and one between
counties.

The majority of the remaining bridges are Queenpost trussj; 6 in
Greene County, 15 in Washington County. Kingpost truss are the
second most abundant with 2 in Greene County angﬁg in Washington
County. ‘Greene and Waghington Counties each havé’only one Burr
arch truss bridge and share one_BurrrarchﬁtruS§ bridge.

The majority of the bridges are made of white oak, which was the
plentiful and durable lumber during the nineteenth century. None
of the bridges remaining have their original split oak shingles.
These have been replaced with tin, sheet iron or corrugated iron.
Four types of siding were used in the construction of the Washington
and Greene County bridges: lap siding, drop siding, double V barn

-~ viding and plain sheeting boards. Lap siding is the old type and
was used on the.older bridges such as Hughes, Washington County.
Several have drop siding generally called weatherboarding; others
of later construction are double v barn siding but most are covered
with vertical sheating. Stripping is used between the boards to
seal against the elements.
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The covered bridges of Washington and Greene Counties are fine examples
of the adaptiveness and resourcefulness of the rural American in the
nineteenth century. The development of the covered bridge is histor-
ically tied to Europe and as the new world.became. settled, bridge
builders were confronted with the problem of spannlng the large rivers
of North America where the most plentiful resource was timber.

The first American covered bridge was the Permanent Bridge in Phila-
delphia built by Timothy Palmer in 1805. It was a three span bridge
measuring 550 feet. Following this pretegious start the covered
bridge boom began. And as the need grew many new types of trussing
systems were developed. Pennsylvania was once and possible is still
the leader in the number and development of covered bridges in the
United States. Records show that Pennsylvania once had over three
hundred of~these bridges. Many of these bridges.are.the first example
of a trussing type and were built by noted bridge builders such as
Timothy Palmer, Louls Wernwag, James Moore and Theodore Burr. But
the majority of Pennsylvania's covered bridges were built by local
carpenters. This 1s especially true in the rural counties such as
Washington and Greene. Where the simple King and Queen post styles
were used’ the. most, . .. . .. ~ L L crp~
The majority of the remaining bridges in Washington and Greene Counties
are Queenpost and Kingpost truss. The simple Kingpost truss is
basically a triangle truss with two-timbers slanting down from the
center to the ends of the lower chord of the bridge. The kingpost
extends down vertically from the center to the lower chord, forming
two triangles. This trussing system was used for smaller bridges
seldom over 30 to 35 feet.

The Queenpost is a variation of the Kingpost with an added horizontal
crosspiece and could be used for spans of 60 to 70 feet.
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The Burr Arch truss is commonly used for longer spans of 100 feet
or more. It is a multiple kingpost with large arches fastened to
the sides and tied to the abutments.

The covered bridge is an important historical transportation resource
of Pennsylvania. The identification and preservation of all of
Pennsylvania's covered bridges is important.
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The covered bridges of Washington and Greene Counties are significant
for several reasons. Firstly, they are significant for the ressons
stated in the statement concerning the covered bridge in Pa. as 2
whole. Secondly, these two counties represent the largest number of
remaining structures on a county bhasis, after Lancaster and Columbia
Counties. They are certainly the largest number remasining in the
wegtern part of Pa. DBecuase of the number remaining cseveral comparisons
can be nade.

This set of 37 bridges in unusgual for its geongranhic location as well

as the heavy concentration of two truss types. It is hard to make
comparisons of the type and numbers of bridges during the 1830 to 1880
period when over 1500 bridges were located in 64 of Pennsylvanias 67
counties, however with a more complete knowledge of the existing hridges
some comparative statements can be made today. Western Pa. never had a
heavy concentration of covered bridges historically, however, the
counties of Washington and Greene stand out:in their number of bhridges.
Geographically this section of Pa. is extremely hilly with numerous
small streams and valleys. Never as rich an agricultural area az the
central Pa. counties, the area did however support many family farns

anc¢ in the late 1800's many sheep farms. However, the trangportation
systems of the area were just as important to the local farmer taking
grain to mill or produce to market as in the larger agricultural areas
of Pa. It is an interesting regional variation that the covered bridges
in these two counties are mainly Queenpost and Kingpost truss. While
these two truss types are usually used for smaller spans, they also are
sinplier to construct and therefore easler for the local carpenter to
adapt in his area. From yhat records that exist, it appears that all
the covered bridges in these two counties were built by local carpenters.
The majority are identical in appearance with vertical siding, gable
roofs and windows cut in the side walls. These windows appear to he a
local adaptation as they are not present in any great number in any
other county.

This set of Lk bhridges are a gig

/ gnif: part of the transportation
¥ history of the area and the state
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The covered bridge is an important and significant historic structure

in the Commonwealth of Pa. Not only does Pa. have the most extant
covered bridges today, it probably had the most during the height of
the covered bridge period 1830 to 1875. Estimates have been made
that Pa. once had at least 1500 covered bridges. (Allen, 1959: 51).
Not only is the sheer number important but Pa. had the first known
U.S. covered bridge, as well as the prototypes for most of the major
truss types. ‘

The first US covered bridge was located in Philadelphia over the
Schuylkill, built in 1800 by Timothy Palmer, a master carpenter

from Newburyport, Massachusetts. From the completion of this first
bridge, the age of the covered bridge was upon Pa. Not only was the
truss types of Burr and others first tried out in Pa. but the covered
bridge spread as the local carpenter adapted it to the local problem
of crossing the numerous small streams and creeks throughout Pa. The
covered bridge is also important in the history of bridge building.
The early stone arch bridges were really only practical on smaller
streams and then in areas with an abundance of good building stone.
The peak of the stone bridge is Pa. can be seen in the Rockville
Bridge over the Susquehanna River built by the Pa. Railroad and
contains a quarter of a million tons of stone. The covered bridge
was the transition from the stone to the cast-iron in most places.

Since the heyday of the covered bridge they have been rapidly dis-
appearing through neglect, flood, arson and progress. Prior to the
Agnes Flood of 1972, Pa. had 271 covered bridges, spread across 41

of its 67 counties. Since that time the number has been decreasing

at a fast rate. Because of their importance, the state level National
Register Review Committee as well as the Office of Historic Preservation
have embarked on a covered bridge survey and registration project. A
survey form ard inquiry letter were developed and mailed to county
bridge engineers, historical societies, members of the Society of
Industrial Archaeologists, the Theodore Burr Covered Bridge Soclety

and numerous others. To date we have information on approx. 3/% of

the 41 counties containing covered bridges. Our results to date show
that the number of covered bridges is down about a third from the 1972
figure of 271. Just since beginning our survey, two bridges have been
destroyed by arson and one by an overloaded truck. It is because of
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this rapid disappearance rate, as well as their gsignificance to Pa.
in the history of transportation that we intend to nominate as many
as possible to the National Register of Historic Places. Because

of time and the immensity of the task a thematic nomination covering
the whole state is impossible. We are therefore nominating these
structures on a county or two county basis. All bridges constructed
after 1930 have been excluded unless the bridge has a significance

of its own. Bridge construction dates and builders are not always
readily available, therefore after exhasting the files of the bridge
engineers, historical societles and the archives, we have been
lenient with the bridges for which we could find no dates, mainly

on the view that very few have been bullt in the last 50 years and
that the registration of all of these fast disappearing resource

is valuable. Moved structures have been included in our nominations
for several reasons; firstly in all cases if these structures had not
been moved tney would have been destroyed, secondly they still retain
“their significance as examples of trussing types and while they have
lost their location they still retain an integrity of location in a
rural setting. Therefore we have tended to nominate every eligible
covered bridge in each county.
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