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Group Theme;The Greeley Heritage Landmarks in Chappaqua

The four properties listed "below were all closely associated 
with Horace Greeley or his family, and are situated on sites formerly 
part of the old Greeley farm in Chappaq.ua. While other buildings 
and outbuildings have since gone, due to fire or other causes 9 
these four.are.stillstanding as physical reminders of the Greeley 
heritage in Chappaq.ua. .

Greeley House (The Greeley family home, 1864 to 1873)

A typical nineteenth-century Westchester farmhouse, two stories 
high, rectangular, shingled, with a second-story veranda across the 
front. The original house was built around 1820 and added to in 
mid-century. Originally part of the bid Haviland farm immediately 
adjoining the Greeley property, it was acquired by the Greeley 
family in 186^, together with a small plot of land, (current address: 
100 King Street).

Rehoboth (Originally the old concrete barn, designed and built by 
Horace Greeley, c. 1856, later converted into a residence )

One of the first reinforced concrete structures in the country, 
and, as far as is known, the first concrete barn. The desi-gto- of thje 
barn was also news at the time, featuring three levels, each wit>h 4 
its own entrance door. The top floor was for hay, the middle for 
cattle, and the ground level for manure. The design was later 
adopted by many modern dairies.

In 1892, it was converted into a residence by Greeley*s daughter, 
Gabrielle Greeley Clendenin, and her husband. TJeo-Gothic in style, 
it was designed by Ralph Adams Cram, who was responsible for plans 
for the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in New York City (current 
address is 33 Aldridge Road).

The Church of Saint Mary the Virgin (and adjacent Greeley Grove )

Built by Greeley's daughter Gabrielle and her husband, the Reverend 
Dr. Frank Montrose Clendeninjas a memorial to their daughter Muriel 
who died young. It is a close copy of an English church of the same 
name built about 1^00 in Monken Hadley, Middlesex, England. It was 
built immediately north and west of the majestic grove of evergreens 
which Greeley himself planted as a windbreak on his farm around 1856.
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(The thirty-five trees now stand 150 feet tall.) Constructed of 
fieldstone from the Greeley Farm, the church is an architectural gem in t^ 
Gothic style, and contains an antique window over 500 years old, a 
gift from the sister church in England in 1906, (current address: 
191 South Greeley Avenue).

The Chappaq.ua Railroad Station (and Depot Plaza)

The coming of the railroad to Chappaq.ua in lb"U6 so stimulated the 
town's growth that, "by 1902, it had outgrown the original depot north 
of King Street. New sites were considered and Horace Greeley's 
daughter, Gabrielle, offered as a gift over two/and one-half acres of 
land from the Greeley farm property, to be used as a site for the 
station and for a depot plaza (with the proviso that it be kept in 
perpetuity as a park ). Greeley's daughter also gave land for an 
approach ro-ad to be named Woodburn Avenue in honor of Horace Greeley's 
mother. Her offer was accepted and a new station was built of grey 
fieldstone, witii a clay-tile roof, and a picturesque porte~cochere on 
the east side, overlooking an attractively landscaped depot plaza.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The largest group of properties associated with, Horaee Greeley (noted 
editor and politician) and his family is located in Chappaqua, New 
York on former Greeley farmland. The properties consist of the 
Gre&ley House, Rehoboth. (Greeley Barn), the Church of St. Mary,.. 
Greeley Grove, the Chappaqua Railroad Depot and Plaza. The early 
nineteentir-centiiry farm house at 100 King Street was purchased "by Horace 
Greeley for his wife in 186U... The innovative concrete "barn (Rehoboth) 
Vas" designed and built by Horace Greeley in 1856. An early twentieth^centu­ 
ry. Gothic Revival church was built for Greeley's daughter Gabrielle next 
to a pine grove win.dbreak, planted by Horaee Greel.e.y. Gabrielle also gave 
two and one-half acres of Greeley farmland to the town of New Castle, 
in 1902. for. a railroad station and surrounding plaza. The Horace 
Greeley Heritage Landmarks recall the family 1 s prominent presence in 
Chappaq.ua a,-nd Westchester County. The various properties associated 
with th'e Greeley family recall Chappaq.ua's nineteenth and twentieth- 
century development.

When Horace Greeley decided to buy a farm and build a house in Chappaq.ua 
he kad several motives. One was to establish an experimental working 
farm where he could test the most advanced scientific farming theories , 
a subject in which he was deeply interested. (His pioneering articles 
on this subject had made the weekly farm edition of the Tribune the 
most widely read agricultural p,aper in the country.) Secondly, he .. 
wanted a quiet, healthful country home for his family. Thirdly, he 
wanted a peaceful weekenti retreat from his busy life as owner and editor 
of America's largest newspaper, active political crusader, and nation­ 
wide lecturer.

Yet, busy as his lifejwas, he found time all during his twenty 
years in Chappaqua (1853 until lis death in 1873) to take a very active 
interest in the life and welfare of the community, as did his daughter 
Gabrielle who lived here in Rehoboth until her death at the age of 
eighty, in 1937.

Consequently, the Greeley heritage is still a vital element in the 
Chappaqua scene. One of the two main shopping streets bears the 
Gre&ley name, as do nine local shops and the local high school. A 
twenty-four page illustrated booklet entitled; The Chappaqua Life of 
Horace Greeley - A history of his farm, his family and his houses »
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published by the Chappaq.ua Historical Society^ sells well year after 
year..Students write themes on the subject every term. Researchers 
frequently consult the extensive collection of Greeleyana in the 
So-ciety's museum. A statue of Greeley faces the railroad depot. 
And-- while many landmarks of the Greeley Farm period have disappeared -  
we:are fortunate that the four listed for nomination are still here, 
a constant reminder of the very real and enduring Greeley heritage 
in Chappaq.ua.

Greeley House on the corner of King Street and Senter Street (formerly 
the entrance road to the Greeley Farm), was actually the family's second 
Chappaq.ua home. Mary Greeley had been frightened by a threatened 
attack on their first house ("The House in the Woods") by a drunken 
mob of anti-Abolitionists angered by Greeley 1 s campaign against 
slavery. After the isolation and damp darkness of the earlier house, 
she welcomed the central location and sunniness of the King Street 
house, although Horace Greeley still preferred the solitude of the 
first house where he kept his library and did his writing. A sketch 
of the house in Greeley's autobiography shows that it looked very 
much the same in his day as now. Today, it is used as a gift shop in 
the heart of town.

Rehoboth and Concrete Barn

While Greeley constantly used his farm for pioneering experiments in 
a variety of fields  irrigation, fertilization, tree conservation, 
and many others   the one of which he was proudest was the concrete 
dairy barn he designed and built around 1856. 'It was one of the 
first concrete structures in the country, and this, together with its 
revolutionary, labor-savingjthree-level design made it a unique landmark 
which attracted sightseers from many miles around. In his autobiography

Recollections of a Busy Life Greeley said, "I calculate that 
this barn will be abidingly useful long after I shall have been 
utterly forgotten."

In l$91j his daughter Gabrielle and her husband, the Reverend Dr. 
Frank Montrose Clendenin, had the barn converted into a residence in 
the Neo-Gothic style then so popular in the Hudson River Valley and 
northern Westchester areas. Gabrielle had inherited her father's 
keen interest in Chappaq.ua's community life, and Rehoboth's ballroom 
size living room with its huge fireplace and massive ceiling beams 
soon became a focal point for community gatherings of all sorts, 
ranging from political discussions to lectures and concerts.
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Rehoboth is still in use as a residence today, and its excellent 
state of preservation suggests that this enduring concrete landmark 

long continue to be, as Greeley said, "abidingly useful."

Church and Greeley Grove

Like the concrete barn, the Greeley Grove is an enduring example of 
Greeley' s pioneering ideas on farming. Always an enthusiastic crusader 
for woodland conservation and tree planting in farm areas, he personally 
planted this large grove of evergreens as a windbreak on his farm, as 
well as for its decorative effect. In fact, in his autobiography, he 
refers to it as "at least in winter, the pleasantest object on the 
farm." Planted in 1856, the grove had grown to such impressive size by 
1872 that Greeley used it as the site for a hugh political reception 
(the much publicized "Picnic in the Grove" ) when he was running for 
the Presidency against Ulysses S. Grant.

By the early 1900' s, the grove was such a majestic sight that 
Gabrielle Greeley Clendenin and her husband chose it as the setting 
for the Church of Saint Mary the Virgin^ the chapel they built as 
a memorial to their daughter Muriel. A close copy of a Gothic church 
in England (c. 1^00), it} together with its Greeley Grove settings - 
is a beautiful addition to the Greeley heritage in Chappaq.ua.

(The Railroad Station and Depot Plaza)

The front lawn of the church slopes down to South Greeley Avenue --
formerly just country land on the Greeley farm and now one of
Chappaq.ua 1 s two main streets. Just a short way north on South
Greeley is the entrance road to the depot plaza and railroad station.

Ever since the railroad came to Chappaqua in 18^6, a new era had come 
to Chappaqua which permitted farm produce to move directly to New 
York, instead of being hauled by wagon to Ossining on the Hudson 
and transported downriver by boat. The railroad also brought more 
and more New York business and professional men, following the lead 
of Chappaqua' s first commuter, Horace Greeley.
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By 1902, the town had outgrown its first depot on the New York Central 
and Hudson line, built just n»rth of King Street. New sites were 
considered, and among them was a plot of land south of King Street, 
part of the original Greeley farm. This two and two-thirds acre parcel 
was offered as a gift "by Gabrielle Greeley Clendenin> part to the 
railroad for a depot site, and part to the town for a depot plaza to be 
permanently maintained as a public park. Her offer was accepted and 
the new station was built on this site.

In a speech at the dedication of the station the Reverend Dr. Clendenin 
said it had always been the desire of his father-in-law, Horace 
Greeley, to have the station on his lands, and that in presenting 
the park to the public and cooperating in the construction of the 
station, he and his wife "had only given force to the wishes of 
Mrs. Clendenin's father."-1-

As a result of this gift of land, two important things happened to 
Chappaq.ua. First, the center of what was to be the town's business 
district became focussed in the area near the station extending 
southward from King Street, and secondly, in the midst of the bustle 
of downtown Chappaq.ua there evolved a pleasant and unique area of 
open green space, thanks primarily to the lawns and trees of the 
Depot Plaza. An oasis of green in the heart of town, it is a fitting 
part of the enduring Greeley heritage in Chappaqua.

1New York Tribune, "Chappaqua Gala Day," June 16, 1902.
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