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LOCATION
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IOT FOR PUBLICATION
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Jemez Springs
STATE

New Mexico
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CODE35

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

NM 3rd

Sanaoval CODE043

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
—DISTRICT 

_ BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE

—SITE

—OBJECT

Thematic Group

OWNERSHIP
XPUBLIC
—PRIVATE

—BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
_IN PROCESS

—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
—OCCUPIED

—^UNOCCUPIED

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE
—YES: RESTRICTED 

_XYES: UNRESTRICTED
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE. —MUSEUM

—COMMERCIAL —PARK

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
V
^-GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
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—MILITARY —OTHER:

AGENCY
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable)
USDA Forest Service Southwestern Region Headquarters
STREET & NUMBER

517 Gold Ave. s SW
CITY. TOWN

Albuquerque VICINITY OF

STATE
New Mexico 87102

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ( Muc h of area unsurveyed Land Grants)
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. $anta Fe National Forest Land Status Maps
STREET & NUMBER

P.O. Box 1689 (1220 St. Francis Drive)
CITY. TOWN

Santa Fe
STATE

IM 87501
1 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

Site Survey Files
DATE

Multiple —FEDERAL -XsTATE _COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Museum of Mew Mexico/Laboratory of Anthropology
CITY. TOWN

Santa Fe
STATE

New Mexico
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^This nomination is based upon several surveys. The Laboratory of Anthropology was 
the source of much of the data concerning these sites. However, additional data 
came from cultural resources inventories conducted by the Santa Fe National Forest, 
and from published reports concerning sites in the area* The following chart 
correlates the Forest Service numbers for each site with the Laboratory of 
Anthropology numbers (LA prefix), and the names and dates of the surveys where 
known.

 (All preceded by 
AR03-10-03-__)

FS#

18
31 & 504 

199 
320 
337 
360

400
504
505

46340
136

44000
96

483
46341

482
303

5920
132
135
541
123

1825

478
133

24553

481
385
386
130

Towa and/or 
Common Name Name of original survey Date

R. Fisher 
H.P. Mera 

Elliott 
P. Mera/R, 
P. Mera 
Elliott 

P. Mera

Fisher

H.P. Mera
' '   . . i
Girl Scouts 
H.P. Mera 
H.P. Mera 
H.P. Mera 
H.P. Mera 
R. Fisher

H.P. Mera 
H.P. Mera- 
D. Fltedner

H.P. Mera
H.P. Mera
H.P. Mera
H.P. Mera

1930's 
1930's 
1981 
1930's 
1930's 
1981 
1930's 
1930's

1960's
1930'
193Q 1
1930'
1930'
1930's

1930's 
1930's 
1970's

1930's 
1930's 
1930's 
1930's
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572

573 r
574
575
576

578
579
580
647
688
689

LA£ 

189

24788
24789
24790

484

24792
479
137
128

44001
403

Towa and/or 
Common Name Name of original survey 

H.P. Mera ;

M. Elliott 
M. Elliott 
M. Elliott 
H.P. Mera

M. Elliott 
H.P. Mera 
H.P. Mera 
H.P. Mera 
M'.: Elltott 
H.P. Mera

Date 

1930's

1981 
1981 
1981 
I930-1 s

1981
1930's
1930's
1930's
1981
1930!$:

One site in this thematic group nomination has previously been nominated 
to ancl •11>s^ed on th^ National Register. This is F.S. J12 ((LA 303), 
Seshukwai Puebfo (listed its the San Juan Mesa Ruin). The data concjerning 
thi^ sit6 ^pntciined wtihin this group nomination should be consicterfed as 
updaMhg tfe information al ready on f i 1 e. The fpi lowing tabl e" |unKtiarizes 
pertinent4nforjrna1;ion on alH sites within this group that are lisled on 
State or NatfoHai Registers. .-;•'"" , ,

FSf

5
12

360

State Register 
LA# Number

96 279
303 117

1825 278

Date Listed

March 1973 
September 1969 
March 1973

Now on 
National Register

no
yes
no

Date 
Listed

July 9,1970|



CONDITION

—EXCELLENT

—GOOD
—FAIR

—DETERIORATED
_KRUINS
_UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
X-UNALTERED 
—ALTERED

CHECK ONE

X-ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE.

A-,

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The unifying theme of this nomination is "Large Pueblo Sites Near Jemez Springs, 
New Mexico." The nomination includes all sites on Forest Service land which 
meet the criteria^eifirie^ir^[ietlTei'jTe^^e^larcfeDueblos, more than 50 
estimated rooms, ^fjjjf^fjjffjfffffjffjfflf Jemez Springs, New 
Mexico.

B. The sites share certain physical characteristics such as size, method of 
construction, age, and condition^ among others. There are two principal 
physiographic locations for these sites, mesa-tops and drainage bottoms, 
sites are

All

C. N/A 

D. N/A

E. The 32 nominated sites and one district are all pueblos, or iwlti«roomed
conmually occupied structures estimated to have originally had 50 or jrjore ropjris, 
For the most part, they were constructed of coursed masonry, utilizing some 
shaped and some unshaped building stones derived from local materials. The 
stones were usually either a rhyolitic tuff or sandstone. There were apparently 
adobe rooms or roomblocks constructed at some of these sites, A number of 
these sites were multi-storied, a,nd several haye standing walls to more th^n 
one story. Common features at these sites include numerous kiva. depressions ? 
several large kivas, and enclosed and semirenclpsed plaza areas,

All these sites were occupied during the Pueblo IV and early Pueblo V periods 
(A r D. 1300-1700). This period is often referred to as the protohistoric, 
because it includes sites constructed prehistoricany ? but which were occupied 
at the time of historic contact (A.D, 1540) as well as sites constructed in 
the early historic period, and sites constructed during the post-Pueblo Revolt 
interruption of Spanish rule (A,D, 1680rT692).

Probable classes of important research data represented at these sites could 
include, but not be limited to, the following;

A, Modes of subsistence at high altitudes. 

B. Artifacts of European filterials or designs.

C. Datable materials such as treenring? radiocarbon, a,nd archaeproagnetic 
samples,

D. Artifacts demonstrating trade and/or political affiliations with 
neighboring Indian groups.

E. Demography and skeletal pathologies.

F. Spatial organization (intersite and intrasite).
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The following 78 pages contain detailed information about the individual sites : 
iiicljLKJed within tfee thematic nomination. They are presented irr order by tfie 
Forest Service site ^umbers. In addition to descriptive data v there is also a 
brief managemerrt>rec^mmendat1 on and a statement of significance eKpl aiding why 
the site would be inyiVTdyally eligible for National Registe> status.

Since numerous references are made to time periods , phases anc| to ceramic types, 
the following table is included as :"-a'n aid to understanding ^liese^f el ati^nships^; 
Ihi s tableis Figure :I II. 4 r from Prehistoric New Mexico by David E . Stiiart and; 
Rory P. Sauthier

COMPARATIVE CHRONOLOGY: PECOS - UPPER RIO GRANGE

A.0.1600 

1540

Pecos 
Pha«e

P-V

P-IV

p.m

tm

P-i

BM-ra

BM-n

Upper Rio C

P-V
Historic

Rio Grande Classic 
(P-IV)

Coalition 
(P-ffl)

Late Developmental 
(P4I)

Early Developmental 
(BM-ni/P'D

Ltthic/Archaic

rrande   Typical Ceramics 

VI

Glaze E
(Early)

I 
Rio Grande Glazes 
Los Padillas Glaze

/jrjwaJPo^chromjs,

SantewiB/C 
Biscuit^ 
Biscuit A 
WiyoB/W

Santo PeB/Wr , : ,;_ 
often Mesa Verde B/W, 

- - r_ _ --i. . ̂StvJpjfcwsioJxptBSm^  -  _ i _ _ _

KwatieeB/W 
often Chacon B/W, 

some WingateB/R (Late)

Primaiily Plaihwares, 
some Brownwares

". '}- v r None: - : / :
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Previous ArcheQlogical and Ethnological Investigations

After about 120 more years of Spanish government and 25 years of Mexican rule, 
the territory of New Mexico became an American entity in 1848,with the .signing 
of the Treaty of Guadalujie Hidalgo, it* James Simpson was apparently the first 
American to visit and report on an abandoned Jemez Pueblo. In 1849* accompanied 
by the Lieutenant Governor of Jemez Pueblo and others, S impson made a trip to

Oscar L< a member 01 ,orps 01__ lacNi
teajT^urveyi ng New Mexico, _________ . . _._ 
JHMI in 1874 while under the guidance of a Jemez man (Loew 1879: 343).

Adolf Bandelier conducted some rather brief investigations of the Jemez area 
during this work in the Southwest from 1880-1885. He made "but two short 
visits to the Jemez country, and had neither time nOro|3porturiit:y for examining 
its ruins, except superficially" ( (Bandelier 1892; 204). Nevertheless, Bande­ 
lier does relate the documentary history of the Jemez as known to that time, and 
relates several Jefnez oral traditions concerning their origin. Also of interest 
in Bahdelier's work is his list of 18 (though he s'a-y's 17) pueblo names. He 
locates three of these pueblosj

In 1889, W.H. Homes made a fairly extensive archeological reconnaissance of 
the Jeriiez Spri ngs area whi1e accompanyi ng a fi eld party of the Uni ted States 
Geological Survey under the direction of John Wesley Powell. Several of the 
larger Jemez sites were visited by Holmes, who drew plan maps of each site and 
of its location. Holmes'article (1905) was republished virtually verbatim in 
Hewett 1 s; 1906 publication, "Antiquities of the Jemez Plateau". While Hewett 
acknowledges Holmes as the author of the Jemez Valley section in fine print, 
it is usually Hewett who has been cited by subsequent investigators.

The next important publication concerning the Jemez area was Frederick Webb 
Hodge's Handbook of American Indians North of New Mexico (1912). Though some­ 
what dated, this publication is still informative. Hodge wrote a capsule 
version of Jemez history and individual references to some thirty former Jemez 
pueblos, but few are located even approximately. >

Also important was J.P. Harrington's 1916 Ethnogeography of the Tewa Indians 
(1916). Using Jemez and other informants, Harrington published a list of 
place names including abandoned pueblos and included a map locating many of 
them.
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The greatest period of archeological and ethnological activity and investigation 
in the Jemez area was from the 1910s through the 1930s. Representatives of the 
School of American Archeology (later the School of American Research), the 
Museum of New Mexico, the Bureau of American Ethnology, the Royal Ontario 
Museum of Archeology, and the University of New Mexico all performed field 
work, including both surveys and excavations. Unfortunately, few publications 
resulted from the work before 1925 and little is known about this early work 
except as it is summarized by Reiter (1938). The main group of publications 
from this period were the result of archeologieal field schools conducted 
jointly by the University of New Mexico and t:heSchoolofAmerican Research. 
These include the reports of the exc^avationsJ^^^H|BHBl (Alexander and 
Reiter 1935), JHHv (Reiter 1938)JBIHBlHHf(Reiter, Mulloy, and 
Blumenthal 1940). H.P. Mera's site diagrams of Jemez sites date to this 
period, as do the survey records and maps of Reginald Fisher' s uncompleted 
survey of the area, and W.S. Stallings, Jr.'s tree^ring sample collections.

Also in the period o.f the 1910's through the 1930's, several ethnographies of 
the Jemez Indians were published. Albert Reagan was a government agricultural 
agent stationed at Jemez Pueblo and evidently was fairly well accepted into 
Jemez society. He published an ethnography entitled "The Jemez Indians" in 
1917, and several other articles on the same subject (see Reagan 1927 for his 
bibliography). Elsie Clews Parsons published her ethnography of Jemez Pueblo 
in 1925. This work has been described recently as "thin anpl badly dated" 
(Ortiz 1979: 429). An unpublished master's thesis about the Jemez Indians 
was prepared by Blanche Harper of the University of New Mexico in 1929.

After 1940, archeological and ethnological investigations in the Jemez area 
have been sporadic. The University of New Mexico conducted a field school 
session in 1949 at Bj 74, a small masonry structure in a rock shelter (Luebben 
1970. Florence Hawley Ellis published an article dealing with Jemez kiva 
magic (1952); and what is probably the definitive work concerning Jemez social 
organization (1964). Dr. Ellis was also an expert witness for the Pueblo of 
Jemez before the Indian Land Claims Commission, and her testimony (1956) 
provided much ethnohistoric information on the Jemez people and sites of the 
region.

From 1961 through 1968, Girl Scouts from the Eliza Seligman Girl Scout Camp 
conducted an archeological survey and excavation ̂ jjfffjffffffffffj^ This 
so-called Girl Scout Archeological Unit was organized by Bertha Button and 
under the direction of Vorsila Bohrer for most of the period, (Peckman, 
personal communication 1980). The records of, and materials recovered from, 
those investigations are at the Laboratory of Anthropology.
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Gordon Bronitsky (1975) published a paper eoncerning the Jemez and warfare, He 
also has prepared a "History of the Jemez" (1971). Dietrich Fliedner condueted 
investigations into agricultural land use patterns in the Jemez area (1972). 
Analysis of skeletal materials from the Jemez area was reported in 1975 by 
James Maekey and Sally Holbrook.

Beginning in the mid-1970's, the Santa Fe National Forest conducted several 
cultural resource inventories of large parcels of land in the Jemez Springs 
area. These inventories have generally been conducted in advance of land 
disturbing activities of the Forest Service such as timber sales; or road r 
tank, pipeline, and campground construction. In addition, outside organizations 
wishing to use Forest lands have performed their own cultural resource inven­ 
tories, usually contracting with a third party. As a result of these cultural 
resource inventories conducted since 1975, a faily substantial data base for 
the Jemez Springs area has been built, consisting of a computerized site file, 
hard copies of site forms, numerous cultural resource reports, and atlases 
with the exact locations for over 1,500 sites in the Jemez Springs area on 
USGS 7.5 minute topographic quadrangle maps.

The survey was conducted by Michael I. Elliot! of the Santa Fe National Forest 
and the University of New Mexico, an archeologist. This area has had some 
complete cultural resource inventories but the coverage is incomplete.

These sites were identified through a records, aerial photos and literature 
.search. Forest Service Site Inventory records, Laboratory of Anthropology 
Survey Room records, books, articles, archives, and other materials related to 
archeological sites in the Jemez Springs area were examined. Historical and 
ethnological sources were also searched.
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Item Number 8

A. The nominated properties fulfill the significance criterion D,"...have 
yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory 
or history." Certain individual properties fulfill other criteria and 
will be discussed more fully individually. There are several reasons why 
these properties, as a group, fulfill criterion D for significance. 
First, a number of properties have already yielded information important 
in prehistory and history. These include FS 2, 11, 12, 31, 320, 337, and 
530. These sites have been partially excavated. Secondly, significant 
values remain at these properties. Third, those sites which have not been 
excavated are very likely to contain unique and important data.

B. N/A

C. The nominated properties are important because collectively they represent 
a unique human adaptation. These properties are unique in their size, 
concentration, and in the environment in which they are found. Several of 
the larger of these sites such as 576, 400, 11, 530, and 12 are among the 
largest protohistoric aboriginal habitation sites in the Southwestern 
United States. Even the smallest pueblo included in this nomination, FS 
1, would be considered very large in most areas. The proximity of these 
large sites to each other is also a unique characteristic of the Towa 
settlement svstem. All nominated properties lie withij

Including all known sites which fit the group criteria, there is an 
average of one large pueblo per five square miles. It is also important 
to remember that these large sites Were surrounded by numerous small 
houses and other limited activity sites. Another unique factor concerning 
the Towa settlement system is the elevation range_jln which the sites are 
found. The large sites are found from jmUflHI feet in elevation, 
and small house sites associated with the large pueblos are found as high 
{HHHHHHl This elevational range makes the Towa system one of the 
highest pueblo adaptations in the Southwest, with perhaps only Mesa Verde 
and portions of the Gallina area being the only higher ones.

D. Three sites included in this nomination have been mentioned in the historic 
literature. ^HHHfe FS 530, was mentioned in the Relaciones of Fray 
Geromino Zarate de Salmeron (Milich I'M id) IBBBBI I'll 'ij . 11' I HBBBMBBh 
FS 360, figured prominently in the reconquest of New Mexico by Diego de 
Vargas in 1692-1696. The battle forflBHBB on July 24, 1694 was

* Format after Interm Guidelines, How to Complete National Register 
Multiple Resource Nomination Forms (undated, NFS).
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E

F.

described by de Vargas and others (fesi>inosa 1942) ;/' The're a^e iffeferences 
a number of piiebloS in this atea dating to Goronado's entrada into New 
Mexico, in 1540, but correlating; the nam^ of the pueblos mentioned to the 
actual sites %s proven difficult (Elliott 1982)v   ,v

to

Among the i important information classes which should berf^^eJitr^t these 
sites ineiuded data concerning subsistence of ^
high elevation, acculturative processes, demography, skeletal pathology^ 
arttif actual material, economy and trade with neighboring groups -,  social 
organization, spatial organization, Research topics could iiiclude qu&stio 
related to almost any. of the above topics, but particularly ̂̂ <:ouli b 
wi-tlt subsistence methods and technology. Sites at such elevations as these, 
and far from |>ermaiient water supplies would seem to vrepresent a de%Laticyn 
f rom the nc>Ttiial Pueblo IV adaptations j which have been characterise^ as 
'*riveri:ne" (Stuart and Ganthiie|: 1901). It seems likely that the" tpwa 
were hunting and gathering a much larger portion b| their diet than is 

supposed fer this period. V"

Site size arid density during the pre and prbtohistoric : period (A*B.
would see«(i tQ in<3i<iate a large |>o^uHtion iti the; ar^ax With the
iin4^r diffeLcult to ̂ e^rmilie ; 

wjiich of these sites w^re occupied cQntemporaneou§ly. ^n6re appears to 
be excellent preseryatioii at most; of the nominated pr0pe^ties> and tree^ ring 

rTOit detailed^ r^ wiii&in 
:pueblos ? which ; should provide fjai.rly ^

Concerning opul^tiori ^ur^ing the it is also im^ortattt to establish 
contemporaneity afflong the large pueblos and the small "field hpuse'V sites 
surrounding them.

There have been few detailed analyses of trade or other relatibnships 
between these Towa pueblos and neighboring groups. It appears that such 
relationships were fairly minimal, at least in the basis of ceramic datai. 
Rib Grande glaze paint wares, which were; probably the most widely traded 
ceramic types in the area during the Protohistoric period, occur in lo^ 
frequencies in this area. Jemez B/W ceramics are usually absent or occur 
in low frequencies at sites in surrounding areas.

All the nominated properties fit the unifying theme. All are larger than ' ; 
fifty estimated rooms > all occur ^ in the area defined b the earlv Spanish 
explorers as being occupied by Towa speakers^ ____ _____ ___ _^

Six other properties are
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known which fit the definition. These were not included because they are 
not located entirely on the Santa FeJjational Forest lands. Two are

located on private land (LA 134 and 395),

G. 

H.

The Bureau of Indian 
^Affairs has been notified that sites which meet the group criteria for 
this nomination occur upon lands under their jurisdiction, and we have 
offered to work with them to complete nominations on those sites. We 
have also notified the SHPO and Museum of New Mexico that LA 679, part of 
BHHHMBHHHBfe also meets the group criteria and should be included 
in the nomination. LA 679 is currently listed on the National and State 
Registers. In addition, the possibility exists that other presently 
unknown sites may be discovered which fit the group definition, since 
some areas have not been 100% inventoried. If such sites are discovered, 
they will be added to this group nomination.

N/A

These properties will concurrently be registered with the New Mexico 
Register of Cultural Properties,
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Complete bibliography related to the nominated properties is included on 
continuation sheets.

3GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY. 

UTM REFERENCES

A| . I I I . I . . I I . i , 1 . . I
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

Cl . I I I , I . i I I . I . I . . I

See accompanying site inventory forms

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
Pi . I I I . I . . I I.I.I..

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See continuation sheets for general boundary definition strategies and 
justification. See the accompanying site forms for individual, property 
verbal boundary descriptions.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE '

Michael L. Elliott/Supervisory Archeologist
ORGANIZATION

Santa Fe National Forest
DATE
September, 1982

STREET & NUMBER
P.O. Box 1689 (1220 St. Francis Drive)

TELEPHONE
476-1917 FTS

CITY OR TOWN

Santa Fe
STATE
New Mexico : 87501

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

YES_>C NO. NONE.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11593,1 hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days ih which to present the'nomination to the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level ofsiprfJftcance is ——National -J^State ___Local.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE;SIGNATURE "~"vW__- 0

TITLE

fciM

............. Illl!'-'--•

GPQ 892-303
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