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The swinging suspension bridge theme relates to a group of four similar bridges constructed 
early in the twentieth century in rural areas of southwestern and south central Mississippi. 
Over one hundred were built in Jefferson County and only three survive (Duncan McCormick 
interview, September 7, 1978). Of the two known steel-tower bridges built in Rankin 
County, the Moncure Bridge, constructed ca. 1905 over Fourteen Mile Creek, was demolished 
in 1977 for the construction of a new bridge.

Shared physical characteristics among the four include forested settings, arched tensile 
decks, and similar maintenance requirements. The three Jefferson County bridges have . , 
identical piers and all-wooden decks. The Byram Bridge utilizes more sophisticated ; 
structural features such as the steel I-beam towers and steel subflooring.

Jack A. Gold, architectural historian with the Division of Historic Preservation,
Mississippi Department of Archives and History, conducted the bridge survey in August (
and September, 1978. The survey area was limited to the boundaries of the state of Mis- j
sissippi. The location of extant swinging suspension bridges was determined through j
use of the Mississippi State Highway Department Bridge Survey. Inventory forms from the j
Statewide Survey of Historic Sites, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, are !
available for state and local planning agencies. The state Highway Department Bridge i
Survey is a continuous inventory. Statewide data sheets are gathered by inventory crews I
that cover all roads in each county every three to five years. County highway department ;
records are consulted as a resource by the State Highway Department.

ti
The structural improvements and design changes incorporated into the construction of the i 
Byram Bridge (ca. 1905) expresses the stylistic evolution as well as the improved structural 
stability of larger swinging suspension bridges constructed in central Mississippi after i 
1900. The use of steel I-beem towers with a substructure of concrete piers provides the 
increased structural support necessary .for the 360-foot span of the Byram Bridge. The 25- 
foot steel towers with sway bracing contrast in scale and texture with the squat iron- ] 
sheathed tower supports of the three Jefferson County bridges. The technological improve- ! 
ments used in the Byram and Moncure (the latter no longer extant) bridges were adopted 
by rural bridge builders in Jefferson County because of the ease of construction and 
standardized maintenance requirements for these bridges. The concrete tower support 
system was used consistently in Jefferson County through the 1920s.
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Meeting the transportation needs of farmers and occasional travelers in Jefferson and 
Rankin counties, swinging suspension bridges were well suited for construction across the 
ravines and deep creek beds that separated rural settlement areas. Known locally as 

| "swinging bridges" because of the tensile quality of the arched decks, the structures 
; proved to be a remarkable vernacular adaptation of their larger predecessors, the Wheeling
  (1849) and Brooklyn (1883) bridges.

I The design by Schuster and Jacob of Fayette, Mississippi, for the cable anchoring system
i incorporated in the four bridges was improved by bridge builders W. H. Groome and Son, also
j of Fayette. Concrete was used as infill for the cable-anchoring holes instead of wood
| (Duncan McCormick interview, September 7, 1978).

I The proliferation of these bridges in Jefferson County was caused by their simplicity and
  utility of design, ease of construction, and low maintenance. With the increase in
| vehicular transportation toward the middle of this century and the concern for speed and
: continuous two-way traffic, swinging suspension bridges and numerous older connecting roads
[ became disused, abandoned, or bypassed. The more fortunate extant examples are worthy of
i continued maintenance and preservation.
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