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The nineteen structures included in this thematic group nomination are all so-called 
Cape Cod houses Built before 1800 in the town of Wells, Maine.

Wells, during the early development and today, with the exception of a coastal 
Strip along the Beach and U. S. Route 1, is an essentially rural area with low population 
density. During the 18th. and 19th centuries much of the region was cleared for agricul­ 
tural purposes But today the interior has Become reforested with second and third 
growths over a large portion.

The properties included in this nomination, as the title implies, are one-and-a-half 
story dwellings with single gaBle roofs. Most are five Bays wide with a central entrance 
on the main facade which is on one of the sides parallel with the gaBle. Commonly they 
also feature a single central chimney. Typically they are low posted as compared with 
19th century Capes and tend to have rather smaller windows than their later descendants. 
frequently doors and windows are tucked snugly under the eaves of the roof.

as dwellings for varying sizes of families in a subsistence farm milieu, these 
properties range from relatively small, one room deep cottages with fairly steeply 
patched roofs to Broad rangy, often nearly square houses with expansive more gently 
sloping roof lines. More often than not ells and attached sheds are also present as 
contemporary or later additions.

In their variations these Wells Capes exemplify the humBler dwellings typical of 
rural 'Maine in the 18th century. For reasons discussed under Item 8 (Significance) 
Wells possesses a greater concentration of this type of property than any other easily 
definable area in Maine.

The development of the list of properties selected for this nomination came about 
as a result of a general survey of historic properties conducted By the Wells Historic 
Preservation Committee, a duly authorized agency of the Town of Wells. Survey leaders 
were Eugenie Sotiropoulos-Foss and Hope Shelley both of whom are residents of the area, 
familiar with its history and trained in deed research. They were assisted in technical 
aspects of the project By Frank A. Beard, Historian of the Maine Historic Preservation 
Commission. The survey included a road By road examination of the entire area of the 
town covering aBout 50 square miles. The 19 properties selected were chosen after 
visual examination of more than 60 Capes and study of photographs. The examples 
chosen were those deemed to have retained their original features with fewest changes 
and alterations. The most common reasons for exclusion were added dormers, changes 
in f enestration, and movement or addition of chimnies. Consideration was also given to 
the nature of accompanying structures, particularly if attached.
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the communities first established in what is now the State of Maine, Wells, 
settled in the 164Q J s, alone lacked a harbor, river mouth or other shelter suitable 
fgr' extensive maritime activity. Kittery and York to the south, and Cape Porpus to 
the north were all amply supplied with such geographical features. As a result, 
Settlement and economic development in these towns was oriented toward the sea in the 
form of fishing and later shipping and shipbuilding. Wells, on the other hand, with 
little but an exposed beach along virtually the entire coast line, became an almost 
entirely agricultural settlement made up of small farms. While her neighbors developed 
a certain prosperity in the 17th and 18th centuries which was reflected in the 
development of town centers with some large and impressive houses, Wells remained a 
dispersed community of small dwellings, largely Capes.

During the worst of the Colonial conflicts at the turn of the 18th century, Wells 
one of only two or three communities to avoid complete depopulation, but so great 

was the devastation that there are no structures which can be definitely dated earlier 
than c.1710. This is true also of the rest of southern Maine.

Throughout the 18th century Wells continued as an almost purely agricultural area 
with relatively small landholdings and, as a result, a larger proportion of humbler 
dwellingSj mostly Capes. Thus, because of its early date of settlement and its geography, 
Wells is possessed of a concentration these "houses that built America" - and Maine for 
that matter - unmatched elsewhere in the state in number and age.

It is hoped that on the basis of this nomination, research can be developed leading 
to a definitive analysis of the early Cape in Maine both architecturally and as it 
relates to economic and sociological factors in 18th century settlement patterns.
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