




























































































UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Nampa Valley Grange No.131
NAME :

MULTIPLE Grange Halls in Idaho
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: IDAHO, Canyon

DATE RECEIVED: 12/28/12 DATE OF PENDING LIST:

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/13/13
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 13000002

REASONS FOR REVIEW:
APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: Y SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N
COMMENT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

The Nampa Valley Grange No. 131 meets National Register Criterion A at the local level in the area of Social
History. Purchased and moved to its current location by the local Grange lodge in 1940, the Nampa Valley
Grange is a fine example of an early twentieth century multi-purpose Grange Hall facility, providing opportunities
for social, educational, political, and recreational activities to local rural citizens. The building meets the
Registration Requirements set forth in the MPS cover document.
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DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y@

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.



TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Paul:

MEMORANDUM

Tricia aw%aho State Historic Preservation Office
February 7, 2013

Attached Documents

Attached find an entire new copy of the Grange MPD printed on archival paper, with the
amended name of “The Grange in Idaho”.

Also enclosed are 3 replacement pages for the nomination Nampa Valley Grange #131, all
printed on archival paper. These three pages need to be switched out for the originals because
they include the name of the MPD. ¥ [Sococo ]

Chqm}r‘/

If you have any questions, give me a call.
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Nampa Valley Grange #131 Canyon County, Idaho
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

X | private 1 | building(s) 1 buildings
public - Local district district
public - State site site
public - Federal structure structure

object object

1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register
The Grange in Idaho 0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
SOCIAL/Meeting Hall SOCIAL/Meeting Hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)

No Style foundation. CONCRETE
walls; STUCCO

roof: ASPHALT

other:
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Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

This building was originally constructed in 1912 as a parish house for a local church. In 1940, it was acquired by the
Nampa Valley Grange and moved to its present location for its new use as a Grange hall. The Period of Significance does
not begin until the building was moved and began its use as the home of the Nampa Valley Grange, so the move of the
building does not affect its eligibility.

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Nampa Valley Grange is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places at the local level under Criterion A for its
significance in the area of Social History. |t meets the criteria and is individually eligible under the Multiple Property
Documentation “The Grange in Idaho.” Originally established by local farmers seeking more clout to negotiate the
purchase of flour and coal, this Grange hall reflects the pattern of evolution of a typical Grange organization. Beginning in
the late 19™ century, Granges provided a social focal point for agricultural communities all across the United States. They
provided opportunities for social, educational, political and recreational activities to rural citizens who previously had few
such outlets.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

The following is excerpted from the NPS Multiple Property Documentation “The Grange in Idaho.”

Historical Background
In Essentials, Unity - In Non-Essentials, Liberty - In All Things, Charity (Grange motto)

The Homestead Act of 1862 promised up to 160 acres free to any settler who would claim a piece of land and improve it
for five years. Unfortunately, due to speculators buying the best pieces and dishonesty on the part of the administrating
government officials, only one out of every six acres of Homestead Act lands passed directly from the government to
farmers." In addition, over a period of 20 years, beginning in 1850, the government gave 150 million acres to railroad
companies to stimulate that industry. The railroads, like the speculators of the Homestead Act, in turn sold their excess
acreage to farmers at inflated prices. Typically unorganized and geographically scattered, farmers were at the mercy of
the merchant-middlemen who sold supplies to the farmers and then sold farm produce to others. Farmers were often at
the mercy of the railroad companies that sold them their land and were the only avenue for shipping their crops to market.?

In 1867, the Civil War was recently over and the South was in the throes of reconstruction. Southern farmers, until
recently a powerful force in politics and society, had been devastated by the war. Oliver Kelley, a farmer, activist, and
writer for the Federal Department of Agriculture as well as for many farm papers, took a tour through the South at the
request of President Andrew Johnson. There, he was to assess the condition of the post-war farmer, collecting statistics
on the character, quality and price of land; kind of crops generally produced and quantity per acre, with the time of planting
and gathering; and the facilities afforded in their production, as well as such statistics in reference thereto attainable; also
the disposition of the Freedmen to labor, and the feelings of their former owners, and the citizens generally towards them.®
As a Northerner in the post-war South, Kelley may have received unfriendly treatment; however, as a member of the
Masons, he found himself accepted by his Southern fraternal brothers. As he saw the division, caused by the War, the
hardships experienced by the planters he met, and the friendly reception he received as a Mason, an idea began to form in
his mind. In some of his notes from that trip, Kelley wrote, “From January until May | was in motion through the several
states. The idea of an association was becoming fixed in my mind and | remember comparmg the

Mississippi River and its tributaries to a national organization and its subordinates.”

On returning home, Kelley continued thinking about his national organization. Realizing that the idea was too ambitious to
carry out on his own, he began to recruit like-minded individuals with whom he could share his dream. As his idea
progressed, he came to believe that a mere association of farmers would not be adequate to address the problems faced
by the agricultural community. What was needed was a fraternity, similar to the Masons, bringing farmers across the
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the food bank and homeless shelters, and collected toys for local organizations at the holidays. In 2011, the Nampa Valley
Grange won 2" place in the statewide Grange service hours competition.

The Nampa Valley Grange continues to participate in political activities, participating in “Grange Day" at the idaho State
Legislature and maintaining Legislative, Agriculture, and Family Health and Deaf Awareness committees. Meetings
include the reporting on relevant issues such as monitoring and reporting on local milk production and pricing, the status of
local school levy elections, and political redistricting. The Grange continues to provide an important social role as well.
Regular meetings still include interesting speakers on a variety of topics. Holiday meals and programs, game nights and
pot luzc1k dinners bring the members together, maintaining the organization as an important social component of their

lives.

Summary

The Nampa Valley Grange is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places for the important local role it has played in
the lives of the agricultural community in southwestern Idaho. It is eligible under the Multiple Property Documentation “The
Grange in Idaho”, as it reflects the shared history of the Order as a whole. Created as fraternal organization to bring
farmers across the country together in their shared goals and to address common problems, the Grange, or the Order of
the Patrons of Husbandry, advocated for rural America like no other organization ever had before. As the first national
organization to organize and unify farm communities, it has been successful in: affecting political issues though local,
state and national lobbying efforts; providing a foundation for co-operative buying and negotiating for farmers; providing an
opportunity and location for meeting and fraternizing for rural members who were traditionally more socially isolated. The
Nampa Valley Grange has provided all of these benefits to its members and been a place of congregation and fellowship
for farm families in southwestern Idaho for over 100 years; as the location of their meetings for over 70 years, their Grange
building represents the continuity of the organization from one generation to the next.

The building meets the Registration Requirements established in the Multiple Property Documentation “The Grange in
Idaho” in that it retains its historic location/setting/feeling, and design. Although the building’s original clapboard exterior
has been stuccoed over, this occurred within the Period of Significance and therefore does not significantly diminish the
building’s integrity or adverse affect its eligibility.

ENDNOTES

1. David H. Howard, People, Pride and Progress: 125 Years of the Grange in America (Washington, D.C.: The National
Grange, 1992), 39.

2. Ibid., 31.
3. Ibid., 37.

4. Charles M. Gardner, The Grange: Friend of the Farmer 1867-1947 (Washington, D.C.: The National Grange, 1949), 23.

5. Ibid., 5.

. Howard, 46.
. Ibid.

. Ibid.,17.

© 0o ~N o

. Idaho State Grange. Boise, Idaho. November, 2002 <http://www.idahogrange.org/>.
10. Howard, 25.

11. “Our Grange: Idaho State Grange Centennial.” Unpublished Manuscript. Idaho State Grange, Meridian, 1D, 2008.



	13000002
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0001
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0002
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0003
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0004
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0005
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0006
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0007
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0008
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0009
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0010
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0011
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0012
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0013
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0014
	ID_Canyon_NampaValleyGrange#131_0015
	13000002_correspondence.pdf
	13000002_correspondence
	130000002_corr_2
	Substitute Pages from 13000002


