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1. Name of Property
historic name Clemens Automobile Company Building
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 200 10™ Street [N/A] not for publication

city or town Des Moines [N/A] vicinity

state lowa code _IA county __ Polk code _153 zip code _50309

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [x ] nomination [_]
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [x] meets [_]
does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[_] nationally [_] statewide [x] locally. ([_] see continuati07 sheet for additional comments).

AV O/ TSUPD A \aroda 17, 2609

Signature of certifying official/Title I Date |

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [_] meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([_] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

al Park Service Certification
rtify that the property is:
entered in the National Register.
[_] See continuation sheet.
[_] determined eligible for the
National Register.
[_] See continuation sheet.
[_] determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[_] removed from the National
Register.
[] other, (explain:)

Date of Action

2 09
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Name of Property County and State
5. Classification Ownership of Property
Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
[x] private [x] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
L] public-local [ ] district 1 0 buildings
[] public-State [ ] site
[} public-Federal [ ] structure sites
[] object
structures
objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Commerce/trade/speciialtystore Commerce/trade/business

Commerce/trade/restaurant

7. Description Architectural Classification
Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Late 19" and 20" Century Revivals/Classical Revival foundation __ concrete
Late 19" and 20" Century Movements/commercial style  walls brick
concrete
roof asphalt
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[_] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[_] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[_] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

{ 1B removed from its original location.

[_] C a birthplace or grave.

[L] D a cemetery.

[L] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[L] F a commemorative property.

[_] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

Polk County, lowa
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce

Architecture

Period of Significance
1916-23

Significant Dates
1916

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Lovejoy, J. E.

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[L] preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested

[_] previously listed in the National Register

[_] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[] designated a National Historic Landmark

[_] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

[_] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[x] State Historic Preservation Office
[_] Other State agency

[_] Federal agency

[_] Local government

[ ] University

[x] Other - property owner

Name of repository: #
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1[115] [4]141716]2]0] [416]1013]71010]  2[ 1 J [ 11111 1[1117117]1

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

s[IIII 1111111111l L1103 1111101111717

[_] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle __ James E. Jacobsen

organization __History Pays! Historic Preservation Consulting Firm date __ March 9, 2009
street & number 4411 Ingersoll Avenue telephone 515-274-3625
city or town Des Moines state __IA zip code _ 50312-2415

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the complete form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Principal Hotel Company L. C./Mr. Jeff Hunter
street & number __1000 Walnut Street telephone 515-243-1161
city or town __Des Moines state _ Iowa Zip code __50309

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance
with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the
Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget,
Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Narrative Description:

This six-story brick warehouse building is located in Des Moines, Iowa’s capital city and in Polk County. This places it
just south of center within the state. Des Moines, being divided by the Des Moines River, has downtown areas along both sides
of that river. The west side downtown, being the original and dominant one, extends from the river west to 19" Street. As of
1916 the western boundary of that downtown was along 10" Street, the location of this building (see Figure 42 for location). It
is located on the northwest corner of Mulberry and 10" streets. The Hotel Fort Des Moines, listed on the National Register on
September 16, 1982, is located immediately to the north of this building and the subject building is currently used as an annex
to the hotel. The building contains a restaurant on the ground floor, meeting rooms, offices, and a swimming pool, on its upper
floors. Des Moines is the state capital and is located in Polk County, Iowa.

The former Clemens Automobile Company building is a reinforced concrete structural design that is completely
disguised by a light brown brick veneer. The style is overtly Classical Revival and a diluted base-shaft and capital arrangement
is employed. The building with its prominent corner location has two facades, the primary east-facing 10" Street one and the
secondary, south-facing Mulberry Street one. The same design ground rules apply to both facades. A very high first story
comprises the “base” and a white terra cotta belt course defines the sill level of the second floor. The upper five stories, the
“shaft,” are of equal height, and are unadorned apart from the use of terra cotta sills. Shallow flat pilasters divide the main
facade into three equally long bays and the secondary fagade into seven unequal bays. Elongated rectangular windows infill
almost the entirety of the wall plane between the flanking pilasters. The “capital” consists of the cornice, which is adorned with
white terra cotta. Each pilaster has a blank terra cotta base. At the intersection point with the first floor sill level, a second row
of terra cotta blocks features a recessed elongated cruciform shape on their lower sections. The same decorative inserts cap
each pilaster at the base of the cornice line. The elaborate terra cotta cornice projects above a corbelled frieze. The parapet
above has terra cotta quoins and a flat cap at each pilaster continuation point. The irregularity of the south side bay pattern is
due to the presence of a stairway within the central bay. The rear wall was also fully fenestrated and remains so above the
second floor. There is a full basement. A single door south entrance, with a terra cotta bracketed frieze, matches the main front
entrance in treatment.

The main entrance is particularly ornamented, in contrast to similar auto-related nearby designs. The double-door
entrance is framed by a plain terra cotta surround, with a rectangular transom above. Brickwork in turn encases this inner door
frame and a second, more notable terra cotta door frame surrounds the whole. The arrangement of this second frame mirrors the
pilaster/cornice design above. Flat plain terra cotta pilasters culminate in capitals that are then surmounted by a miniature
cornice. Above the cornice, ornate terra cotta pilaster caps continue upward. A thin terra cotta line, linking those two caps,
defines a plain brick rectangular panel that is set above the entryway.

The Clemens Building design contrasts with that of the other nearby automotive warehouses by excluding an
automobile entrance from its main fagade. Two Proudfoot and Bird designs are located to the south featured fagade auto
entrances and even a recessed corner gas station. The availability of a side wall entrance, given the corner location, might
explain this distinction. The principal fagade as a result reads visually as a commercial front with a highly ornamental and
centered terra cotta entry. The display windows extend nearly to the ground level with virtually no kick plate. These openings
have the same terra cotta sill treatment. The two easternmost south side ground floor openings matched those on the facade,
and no fagade ground level opening on either the east or south frontages provided egress for automobiles. Automobiles entered
the building via a garage door opening on the south side wall (now closed in). Rail deliveries were brought directly into the
building through the overhead door that was at the base of the elevator, set above grade on the ground floor. This is quite
unusual given the purpose of the building.'

! William T. Proudfoot and George W. Bird established what is considered to be Iowa’s premier architectural firm. The partners re-located to
Des Moines in 1896 and in later years added partners Harry D. Rawson and Henry Clark Souers.
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Alterations:

The Principal Hotel Company purchased the Clemens Building in 1980 and all of the notable physical changes
postdated that purchase, as the two adjoining buildings were interconnected physically, and portions of the Clemens Building
were redesigned for use as appendages to the hotel proper. Building permits identify substantial remodeling in 1985 (permit
issued April 23, valued at $1,400,000, issued to the Hotel Fort Des Moines) and 1997 (City Assessor). These changes are
known to have been made:

ecomplete window replacement:
The downside of this change was that a dark reflective glass was used and no effort was made to emulate the transom
area within the ground level openings. Otherwise the Chicago style window form was retained and the original window
openings were retained as well. The 1916 completion photos (Figures 34-36) show that the upper stories of the south
wall had metal industrial windows with centered hopper openings. It is probable that the rear windows had the same
window inserts.

ea suspended swimming pool, 1985:

This perhaps unexpected feature is found on the sixth floor and required some extensive structural support
arrangements. A two-story skylight was also added, all within the center of the plan.

eground level restaurant conversion:
The restaurant occupies all of the ground floor. A mezzanine staircase was added.

esouth entrance:
This is sealed off and the staircase removed at least on the ground floor.

eclevator:
The west wall fenestration appears to intrude into what was the original elevator shaft. Presumably the elevator shaft
was removed in whole or in part and the rear window openings represented enlargements of what openings there were
originally.

ewest windows:

These openings, which do indicate that the entire wall was originally fully fenestrated, have been blocked in within the
north bay. At the sixth floor level, four small square openings were set within the block infilling.

The Clemens Automobile Company Building maintains a high degree of all seven aspects of integrity: location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The building retains its commercial setting. The essential building
design remains intact save for replacement windows and the closing up of a south side garage door opening. The overall form
of the building has remained unchanged since it assumed its intended scale in 1916. All the original exterior architectural
inaterials and detailing, including cornice, window openings, and ornament remain as built. While the interior has been
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completely altered and floor plans largely changed (particularly with the removal of the freight elevator on the upper levels) the
ground floor remains mostly open in plan and retains its decorative ceiling. The feeling and association, linked most closely to
the ground level and storefront, is retained by the survival of the display window openings and original main entrance.

Floor plans:

LA
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Figure 12: Basement floor plan
(base floor plan courtesy of Hotel Fort Des Moines)

Figure 13: First floor floor plan
(base floor plan courtesy of Hotel Fort Des Moines)
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Figure 14: Floor plan, floors two through five
(base floor plan courtesy of Hotel Fort Des Moines)
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Figure 15: Floor plan, sixth floor
(base floor plan courtesy of Hotel Fort Des Moines)
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8. Significance Statement:

The Clemens Automobile Building is locally significant on the basis of its and its commercial historical associations
(Criterion A) with secondary significance based upon tis architecture (Criterion C). This building’s commercial significance is
based upon its association with the Clemens Automobile Company, a successful firm that operated from 1909 until 1923, and
sold Willys and Overland automobiles. This building was claimed as “the largest building in Des Moines, exclusively devoted
to automobiles,” and since Des Moines was the hub of an emerging state automotive industry, it was almost certainly the state’s
largest such building. Its construction was in response to the growing success of its client company, and that success reflected
the fact that the Willys-Overland range of models was one of the top three national auto makes as of the spring of 1916. This
building was the first one built by that growing firm, and was occupied by the company from late 1916 until 1923. After the
Clemens family consolidated its holdings, the Standard Glass and Paint Company relocated to this building and occupied it until
1979. The period of significance is 1916-23 and is based upon the period of building occupancy by the Clemens Automobile
Company. The significant date of 1916, denotes the orginal construction.

The secondary significance on architectural grounds reflects the negative visual impact of the replacement windows.
Despite this important and negative alteration, the building retains sufficient historical integrity to represent the significant
aspects of its original design. The building is architecturally significant because it is a well-preserved example of the
automobile department store, a multi-storied all-in-one automobile sales and service facility that was soon replaced by smaller
and more horizontally-oriented auto strip salesrooms and garages. The building is presumed to be an excellent example of the
work of Des Moines architects Ralph Edmund Sawyer and Charles Albert Watrous, a notable firm that competed head-on with
Proudfoot & Bird. Given the lack of absolute certainty, the nomination does not claim these architects as the building
designers. This building, and the Standard Glass & Paint Company Building (112 West 10™) immediately to the south, are
hemmed in by three notable Proudfoot & Bird designs (Herring Motor Company Building, 210 10" to the south, a second and
much larger Herring Motor Company Building, 111 West 10™-greatly altered), and finally the Hotel Fort Des Moines to the
north (10” and Walnut). The building design is notable because it clothed an automotive facility in a more commercial and
uptown design, using a Neo-classical style. The otherwise functional building was completely veneered in brick with Chicago
style windows, and all automotive entrances were relegated to the rear or perhaps the north walls. Enlarged display windows
flanked the ornamental pedestrian entrance on the facade. Unlike the other nearby auto department buildings, this design was
fully fenestrated and employed industrial metal windows only on a portion of the south fagade and likely the rear wall.

Previous Survey Evaluations:

No previous historical or architectural survey investigated the historical origins of this building apart from Barbara
Long, who included the Clemens brothers in her contextual summary of the major Des Moines auto dealers (along with Clyde
Herring and William Sears). She suggested that the brothers were particularly successful as auto dealers because they were able
to use their pre-existing glass and paint retail contacts throughout the state to build up their new auto-selling endeavor. She
rated the Clemens Building as an “A” in terms of its historical significance. This was the highest-level rating in that survey
(Long, pp. 46, 57).

Downtown Development Context:

The Des Moines downtown proper, located on the west side of the Des Moines River, began a westward expansion
¢.1903. Prior to that time, commercial expansion was largely concentrated within the defined original downtown, with some
northward expansion. The appearance of taller buildings, beginning in the late 1890s, also absorbed some of this new growth.
The city was bordered on the east by the river, railroad tracks and warehouse/factories to the south, and residential areas to the
west and north. Walnut Street was then the principal commercial arterial and there was a scattering of commercial and
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and there was a branch located in Oskaloosa by early 1914. By 1917, the automobile company was so successful that the
brothers built the Clemens Building at 200 West 10", a six-story automotive department store, located north of their paint and
glass building. Noted local architects Sawyer and Watrous were the probable designers (Horseless Age, November 13, 1912,
June 11, 1913; Daily News, June 1, 1913; City Directories, 1903-19, Des Moines Capital, December 17, 1913; Midwestern,
April 1914, pp. 14-15).

ADVANCE IN PRICES

TAKING EFFECT AT ONCE
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After That Wabe i Orders Most Be ot Advaaosd Drices
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Figure 23: The auto company ensconced in its new building
(Daily News, December 24, 1916)

The growing trade of their automobile company necessitated the construction of a substantial new building was built in
1916 to house it. The Clemens brothers had chosen the right horse, or auto make, when they entered into the business. By the
spring of 1916, there were three top automobile companies, those of Henry Ford, William C. Durant, and John N. Willys
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(Willys-Overland). Rather than relocate west to the developing “Auto Row’ and building a standard one or two-story
combination salesroom and garage, the brothers elected to emulate Clyde Herring by building an automobile department store.
Herring’s 1912 building, an impressive four stories with full basement, was expanded an additional two stories in 1913.
Herring had employed the noted Des Moines architects Proudfoot and Bird to design his building and the Clemens brothers
matched Herring’s edifice in one fell swoop, by building a six-story high-rise. The automobile company had started out small,
selling just 135 cars for a total value of $150,000 during 1909. Their new quarters enabled them to claim a 1,000 percent
increase in their trade by 1917, when they sold 2,000 vehicles worth $1.5 million. In conjunction with this building, a new
$30,000 three-story brick building was built in Oskaloosa for that branch office. By 1912 the company also had a Waterloo
branch office (Des Moines Register, March 19, 1916, p. 4; Daily News, May 20, 1917; Capital, June 29, 1924).

Ay

it f

COUNTRY CLUS $T03460 £, O B, PACTORY

All Out-of-Doors Coaxes and [nvites
You to Get Her an Overland

. Give her an Overland Country Club for her bridal gift. There is one wait-
ing heee all tuned up for immediate delivery.

One Hour Auto Torr OF The City Free to The
Firit lone Bride and Groom
Clemens Automobile Co.

1tth and Maltherry Sts, Phone Walnut 584

Figure 24: A company advertisement from the new location
(Daily News, May 27, 1917)

At the end of 1916, the company hosted all of its 185 dealers, representing 109 Iowa cities and towns within their
franchise area in a visit to the Toledo, Ohio, Overland Automobile plant. A special nine-car train carried the car dealers to the
plant. The travelers returned with 1917 contract orders worth “hundreds of thousands of dollars” (Daily News, December 3, 21,

1916).

In mid-1917 the company also became a distributor for the Waterloo-based Interstate Engine and Tractor Company,
selling Plowman tractors. The company was supplying tractors to England and 60-70 combination Overland and Plowman
dealers gathered at Fort Des Moines, the military post south of the city, to watch a Plowman tractor plow a Chamber of
Commerce victory garden. The tractors were not inexpensive, selling for $1,158 each. While it is not known how long the dual
product sales persisted, the mating of auto and tractor sales within a single dealership was certainly a creative and unusual
marketing step (Daily News, May 25, June 3, 1917).









NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

(8-86)
NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

(8-86)
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number ___ 8 Page ___ 22
Clemens Automobile Company Building Polk County, Ilowa

increasing burdens on Ross Clemens and he announced his retirement from the automobile business in mid-1924, voluntarily
relinquishing the local franchise. The Willys-Overland Company reorganized the branch (one of just 18 nationally) to a
wholesale basis, kept the entire managerial and sales force, and relocated it to 1430 Locust Street, to auto row. Thus ended a
fourteen-year-long success story in what was a tumultuous trade and one that was fraught with consolidation and the closing of
hundreds of auto-making firms. A business that sold fewer than 100 vehicles annually in 1909, was selling 2,500 a year when it
closed. The new branch retained the Clemens name for two more years (Capital, May 22, June 29, 1921, city directories).

Ashton Clemens died at the age of 51 on August 24, 1923. His widow, Emma [Ohlson] Clemens (1875-7) was also
actively involved in World War I home front work. The couple had three daughters, two of whom were still minors at the time
of their father’s early death, but none of them participated in leadership positions within the Standard Glass and Paint Company
(Who’s Who In Des Moines, 1929, p. 57).

The former Clemens Automobile Company building, at 200 10" Street was vacant as of 1924 and it wasn’t until early
February 1925 that the paint company moved north to 200 10th. The larger building allowed the already large firm to
substantially expand. Ross Clemens promised that the move would make his company “one of the finest paint stores in the
entire United States.” The move took place as the company reached its 23" anniversary of operation. The new location housed
the company offices and wholesale department until 1979 when the company was discontinued. Ross J. Clemens was listed in
city directories as company president beginning in 1925 and he continued in that position until 1947. As of 1950 he was
chairman of the company board. Ross served as president of the National Paint Distributors Association and the National Glass
Distributors Association. He served as director of the Central National Bank and Trust Company and served for 32 years as a
director of the Bankers Life Company (1928-60) and he served as president of the Greater Des Moines Committee and the Des
Moines Club. His son, Philip A. Clemens (1918-1999) replaced him as president and would run the firm until it closed. He was
trained as a chemist at Jowa State College (B.S. 1942) (Businessmen of lowa, 1953, p. 127; Register, August 12, 1962; Capital,
January 4, 1925).

By 1919 the company had added storefront construction to its range of products, and the 1950 city directory listing
specified “Kawneer Storefronts” as its preferred vendor. By 1915 the retail storefront for the company was relocated to 514
East Locust and it remained there through 1946. A new storefront was established at 3405 Ingersoll and this branch store was
continued until the company folded. A second storefront was at 2407 University as of 1962.

As of 1962 the company retained its regional importance with branch stores located at Waterloo, Fort Dodge, Cedar
Rapids (established 1921) and Mason City. A new warehouse and store was finished at Cedar Rapids that same year. Noted
Towa artist Libby Momberg (born 1930), worked for the firm for six years during the early 1970s.
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Figure 37: 1920 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map

In Figure 37 the horizontal arrow locates the new building. The building detail is not legible in this reproduction, but
the Clemens Automobile Company was naturally recorded as the owner/tenant firm. Note how the alleyway to the north of the
building remained open. It is probable that automobiles were brought into the building using this alley. Recent construction has
obscured any closed garage door openings at that point.
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Figure 38: 1957 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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10. Geographical Data:

Boundary Description:

Lot 1 Block 20 of H. M. Hoxie’s Addition.

Boundary Justification:

This lot is fully occupied by the subject building and has been historically associated with it since its construction. The
connecting link to the Hotel Fort Des Moines, occupying the south 14 feet of Lot 2, same block and addition, is excluded, the
same being assigned to the hotel building (National Register, September 16, 1982).

Map:
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Photographs:

Photographer: James E. Jacobsen
Date: August 25, 2008
Film: TMAX 100 ASA

Frame: View:
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overview, south and east facades, Hotel Fort Des Moines to right rear
entranc/elevator/foyer infill between Clemens and hotel building
east facade

east facade

south facade

detail, east fagade entrance

detail lower portion of south fagade, south entrance

detail, south facade entrance

sealed in south garage door to west of south entrance

cornice detail, west end south fagcade

west end wall and south facade
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