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SUMMARY

The Love County Jail was built in 1910 in Marietta, Love County, Okiahoma. The jail is located
adjacent to the Love County Courthouse on the courthouse square at 408 %2 W. Chickasaw, just off of
Main Street in downtown Marietta. To the north, commercial downtown development spreads to the
east in the direction of the railroad tracks and to the west toward Interstate 35. To the south of the jail,
scattered residential development extends to the east and to the west. The courthouse square is
dominated by the Love County Courthouse, but also contains a circa 1970 music pavilion on the
eastern edge of the property and the 1981 brick city-county jail in the southeast corner.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The Love County jail was designed to resemble a residence and not a correctional facility. It is a two-
story cruciform plan building constructed of painted panel face concrete block with a cross-hipped
asphalt roof.! The windows have painted cast stone sills and concrete block lintels. The lintel blocks
are keystone shaped.
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Figure 1

Footprint sketch of the Love County Jail and Sheriff’s Residence. Not to scale.

North fagade: The north fagade features a central projection with a recessed area on either side
formed by the cruciform shape of the building’s plan. The central projection has three window
openings on each floor. The first floor windows have been boarded up. The three second floor
windows are 1/1 wood covered with iron bars. The central window is slightly larger than the ones to
either side. The glass panes are painted white. A single 1/1 window is located on the second floor of
each recessed area on this fagade. These windows are barred and the glass painted white. On the
east side of the projection on the first floor is a metal door with a separate steel bar door used to
transport the prisoners directly from the jail to the nearby courthouse. On the west side of the
projection, there is a first floor window opening. As with the other window openings on the first floor,
this window is boarded up.

! Marietta Monitor, November 25, 1910.
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West fagade: The west fagade also features a central projection with a recessed area on either side.
The central projection has two window openings on each floor. The first floor openings are boarded
up. The two, second floor windows are 1/1 wood covered with iron bars. The glass panes are painted
white. A single 1/1 window is located in the recessed area on the south side of this fagade, with a
boarded window opening on the first floor in this same position. The second floor window is barred
and the panes painted. On the north end of the west fagade, there are two 1/1 windows on the
second floor. These windows are barred and the windowpanes have been painted white. On the first
floor in this position is a secondary entrance. The entryway is covered with a shed roof metal porch
and features a paneled metal door.

South fagade: The south fagade also features a central projection with a recessed area on either
side. The central projection has three window openings on the first floor that have been boarded up.
There are two 1/1 windows on the second floor in this position. These windows are barred and the
panes painted white. A single 1/1 window is located on the first and second floor of each recessed
area. The second floor windows have bars and the panes painted. The first floor windows are
boarded over with plywood.

East facade: The east fagade also features a central projection with a recessed area on either side.
The central projection has two window openings on each floor. The southernmost first floor opening
is covered, with the easternmost opening retaining its original window with iron bars. The glass panes
in this window are painted white. The two, second floor windows are 1/1 wood covered with iron bars.
The central window is slightly larger than the ones to either side. The glass panes are painted white.
A single 1/1 window is located in this recess on the south end of second floor. This window has bars
on it, but the glass remains clear. On the north end, there are two 1/1 windows, with the northernmost
window having bars, but unpainted glass panes. The southernmost window in this recess is boarded
over. The building’s current main entrance is located on the first floor in the southernmost recess of
this eastern fagade. A shed roof metal porch covers the entryway and the door is paneled metal. A
wheelchair ramp provides access to the entrance. A concrete block chimney is located along the east
wall just to the south (left) of this doorway.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The space on the second story housed inmates, while the first floor served as the residence and
office space for the sheriff. In 1981, a new county jail was constructed to the southeast of the 1910
building. At that time, the old jail was converted to storage for the sheriff's department. in the mid-
1990s, local residents acquired the right to use the space and converted the first floor into the Love
County Military Museum. The museum closed in 2006 to undergo stabilization efforts, but reopened
to the public in May 2007.

The first floor was significantly altered to accommodate the museum function it presently serves. The
original residence space has been turned into several exhibit areas. The building experienced
significant termite damage between its closure and the present. Repair of that damage resulted in the
covering of the original interior walls with wooden paneling. The original plaster ceilings have been
lowered and a decorative tin ceiling installed. Plumbing fixtures have been updated, with the removal
of the porcelain on cast iron bathtub. The original booking area for the sheriff's office, located in the
northeast corner of the first floor, was originally separated from the rest of the residence by two steel
doors. These doors have been removed and are now simple openings. The booking area itself is
part of the local military exhibit.
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Figure 2
Second floor interior sketch of the Love County Jail and Sheriff’s Residence. Not to scale.

The second floor jail is divided into several functional spaces, a space for women and juveniles, a
space for “hardened” and other male criminals, a space for drunken prisoners, and the trustees’ cook
tank. The second floor is accessible from a steep metal stairwell that connects to what was the
secure booking area on the first floor, adjacent to the prisoner’s entrance/exit on the northeast side of
the building. A long, narrow hallway runs from the north end of the building to the trustees’ area on
the south end. The female/juvenile area is located on the north side of the building, adjacent to the
stairwell. There is a small female cell in the northeast comer. Separated from the female cell by the
hallway is a small juvenile cell in the northwest corner. Just south of the juvenile cell is a female bath,
complete with porcelain on cast iron bathtub and toilet. South of the female bath is the hardened
criminal area. This large room has a steel door with two steel cages, each housing four bunks. A
single toilet is located in the southern corner of the room. Across the hallway from the hardened
criminal room is the space for drunken prisoners. This large room has a steel entry door and contains
a single large steel cage. This cage is divided into two bunk spaces, each with accommodations for
four. Inside the larger cage is a single toilet for use by occupants. The trustees’ cook tank is located
on the far south end of the floor. This large room is open, with all cooking appliances and instruments
removed. All that remains of the original fumishings is a single toilet in the southeast comer of the
room.

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS

The Love County Jail and Sheriff’'s Residence retains a high degree of integrity despite the change in
its function. On the exterior, modifications include the replacement of original slate roofing tiles with
asphait shingles. Two of the exterior doors, located on the east and the west, have been replaced
with modem metal paneled ones. Most of the first floor windows have been boarded over. Several
second floor windows have also been covered. On both floors, many of the glass windowpanes have
been painted white. However, the staff of the military museum maintains that the original windows are
in place and the exterior coverings and paint could be removed. The second floor jail did not originally
have a cooling system. New exposed ductwork has been installed to provide HVAC access to the
second floor and the ventilation system on the first floor has been updated. The concrete ceiling on
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the second floor has been covered with an acoustical texture. A new decorative tin ceiling is in place
on the first floor. Newer light fixtures have been installed on both floors. Plumbing was updated in
the form of exposed pipes. The steel doors that provided access from the sheriff's residence to the
booking area beside the prisoner's entrance on the first floor have been removed. The original layout
of the second floor is intact, however, complete with cells and other fixtures to accommodate
prisoners. The essential functional elements of the original building remain. Changes are been made
to maintain the building’s stability and to allow for its reuse while maintaining the original jail space.
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SUMMARY

The Love County Jail is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A and
Criterion C. The jail is significant within the contexts of law and architecture in Love County,
Okiahoma. The jail is significant under Criterion A for its association with the enforcement of state and
local legal codes. Under Criterion C, the building is architecturally significant for its type and method
of construction within the local and regional context.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

As with many Oklahoma towns, Marietta came into existence because of the railroad. In 1881, the
area was surveyed to determine the best placement for a rail line linking cattle grazing areas in Texas
with markets in Kansas.? The most favorable route for the rail company ran through what would
become the city of Marietta on its path from Arkansas City, Kansas to Gainesville, Texas. Prior to the
arrival of the railroad, the community consisted onlg of a cotton gin, a mill, and five scattered homes.
It was simply another crossroads on a wagon trail.

In the early 1830s, the Marietta area was part of a larger section of south and eastern Oklahoma that
the government designated for the resettlement of eastern Native American groups. The Choctaws
were granted reservation lands in southern Oklahoma at that time, including present day Love County.
In 1837, the Chickasaws relinquished title to their lands in Mississippi and joined the Choctaws in this
part of southern Oklahoma. *

The first documented settler of Love County was R.L. (Bob) Love, a Chickasaw indian who settled in
the Oil Springs area near present day Marietta in 1841. With the help of a business partner, Love
established a resort, the Love and Boyd Oil Springs Hotel, to take advantage of the believed healing
powers of the local springs. Another early settler was Overton Love. Also a Chickasaw, Overton
become one of the largest landowners in the area and later served the Chickasaw Nation as a judge.5

Settlement of the area increased after the Civil War, largely due to the ranching industry. The
Arbuckle Trail, laid out by Jesse Chisholm, crossed the Red River just south and east of what would
become Marietta, continued north towards Ardmore before turning west and continuing in the direction
of Fort Arbuckle. There, it rejoined the main northbound Chisholm Trail, approximately 25 miles west
of Marietta. After witnessing cattle from Texas pass through the area, local Native Americans realized
the profit potential from raising cattle on local pastureland. By 1875, there were several large ranches
in the area, operated by Native American families. The largest and most famous was the Bill
Washington Ranch. Washington had married into a Chickasaw family, thereby allowing him to control
as much land as he could reasonably use.®

2 Love County Heritage Committee, Love County History, vol. 1 (Dallas: National
ShareGraphics,1983), 64; and Keith L. Bryant, Jr., History of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe
Railway (Lincoin: University of Nebraska Press, 1974), 36-37, 131-133.

® Ralph Evans, Frontier Days of Love County (Greenville, OK: privately printed, 1966), 18-19; Love
County History, 14.

* Love County History, 4-5.

s Evans, 9.

® Love County History, 5-7.
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In 1887, the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad began to lay track in the Marietta area’ and the
first train passed through on July 28, 1887. A depot was built on the east side of the railroad track
shortly thereafter and the community began to grow to the east and to the west, along the tracks. In
December 20, 1887, the community’s first post office opened for business.® The impact of the railroad
on the community was felt immediately. By the end of 1887, this community that had once consisted
of only a few households boasted of approximately 3,000 residents. Various businesses opened in
town and by 1890, the community had grown so much that it was determined necessary to build a
high school. In April 1898, residents petitioned the U.S. Court for the Southern District of Indian
Territory for the right to incorporate the city of Marietta.

Ranching continued to be an important industry in Love County, but between 1895 and 1930, cotton
became a major cash crop as well.® Following World War I, Marietta experienced a severe economic
downturn, with only temporary relief from oil strikes at several locations in the county. The railroad
provided a means to transport cattle, cotton, petroleum, and other local products to markets outside
the immediate vicinity.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Marietta is the county seat of present day Love County, Oklahoma. Love County was originally known
as Wichita County, Indian Territory, and then later as Pickens County, Indian Territory. It would not
become Love County until Oklahoma statehood in 1907." At that time, Marietta was designated as
the county seat.

Like many frontier communities, what would become Love County experienced a fair amount of
criminal activity, ranging from petty theft to murder. Within this small community, there were two
murders in October 1896."" The first documented county lock-up in what would become Love County
was built circa 1905 near the federal courthouse located at the corner of Main and Front streets. This
single story jail was extremely small and problematic for the community. Scattered through the local
papers from the period 1898 to 1909, the Love County News and Manetta Monitor, are articles about
happenings at the jail, discussing the frequency of escapes, overcrowding, and other associated
problems. In May 1905, a grand jury was asked to investigate conditions at the jail. The verdict of the
jury was that the jail was “in first class condition and the inmates were fed and cared for and under the
superintendence of able and efficient men.”"? But in October of that year, the newspaper reported
another escape attempt, due in part to poor security measures, such as there being only two bars on
the windows.® Because of the conditions at the local jail, prisoners were often transported elsewhere
to serve their sentences or to await trial. In 1909, the county held a bond election for the proposed
construction of a new county courthouse and jail. An August 27th letter to the editor in the Love
County News expressed the need for the county to provide a sanitary place that offered reform and
not punishment to local offenders. Going further, the writer argued that local money would be better

: Ibid., 7.
Evans, 19-22.
® Love County History, 64, 7; and Evans, 21-23.
" Evans, 8
"' Marietta Monitor, October 1896.
2 Marietta Monitor, May 12, 1905.
 Marietta Monitor, October 6, 1905.
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spent constructing a new jail in Marietta rather than continuing to transport prisoners to facilities in
other communities. The September 17, 1909 edition of the Love County News reported that the bond
issues for the construction of the jail and the new courthouse passed with overwhelming margins.

A town lot for the new courthouse and jail was selected in October 1909. The county paid $7,500.00
for the Thompson Block of Main Street. Later in October, county commissioners met with prospective
architects. Walter Taylor of Texas was chosen to design the buildings. In December, the county
solicited bids for the construction of the courthouse and jail, as well as a bid for the steel cells for the
jail. Falls City Construction Company presented the low bid for the construction work ($60,993.00)
and was selected as the builder. Pauly Jail Building Company of St. Louis proposed the low bid for
the steel cells at $1,908.00. Construction began in January 1910, but the work was delayed by a
wage strike.™ Falls Creek was able to complete the job in November and local officials dedicated the
site on Thanksgiving Day, 1910.

The new jail provided a “sanitary place” for local offenders. The Pauly Jail Building Company was
nationally known for its mnovatwe technology and the overall quality and security of its cell systems
that were touted to be file proof The company dates to 1856 and is the country’s oldest correctional
facilities contractor. For its time, the Love County Jail was well ventilated, with indoor plumbing and
electricity. Prisoners were segregated by gender and by offense. Local residents cannot recall a
single successful escape attempt. The jail was a constant symbol of local government and law for its
citizens, which served the citizenry by keeping dangerous and otherwise objectionable individuals off
the streets.

The Love County Jail served the needs of the county for over 70 years. By the late 1970s, safety and
sanitation concems began to emerge. The 1910 jail lacked central heat or air, the plumbing was
outdated, and the cells were comparatively small. In 1979, the county held a bond election to raise
$350,000 to construct a new jail. The new facility, a 4,500 square foot single-story flat roofed brick
building, was designed by the Ardmore architectural firm of Flood-Isenberg-Hann and constructed by
YeCon Construction. It was completed early in 1981, and county prisoners were moved into the new
facility prior to the new facility’s official opening date after a state inspector officially found the 1910
jail to be deficient.'

Remodeling to convert the old jail building into a military museum began in 1992. Renovatlons
concentrated on the first floor. The second floor arrangement and cells remain unaitered."”

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Love County Jail and Sheriff's Residence is significant not for its style, but for its type and method
of construction. Prior to the 1920s, most Oklahoma counties had separate courthouses and jails.
After that, however, the preferred design in Oklahoma featured a combination courthouse and jail,
with the jail being located atop a multiple story courthouse. Of the pre-1920 jails that remain across
the state, the majority are single story buildings. The Love County Jail and Sheriff's Residence is the

Manetta Monitor, February 18, 1910.

Pauly Jail Building Company, “About Us: History,” available online at: <http:/paulyjail.com/
about/hnstory htmi>, May 2007.

Love County History, 73.

Dally Ardmorite, March 19, 2007.
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only known example of a two-story jail and residence in the state. Within the community, most
buildings, including the adjacent courthouse and new jail, are clad in brick or locally quarried stone,
but the jail is constructed of concrete block, making it unusual for a public building in the area.

CONCLUSION

Jails are not glamorous, nor are they rare. Unfortunately, every community has one or has need of
one. The Love County Jail and Sheriff's Residence was designed and constructed to be a functional
space to safely and sanitarily house offenders. It is not stylistically distinct or outstanding, but in terms
of its type and method of construction, the cruciform shaped two-story jail and sheriff's residence is
locally and regionally outstanding. It does not look like a correctional facility, but rather, looks like a
circa 1910 residence as was its intended purpose at the time of construction. The Love County Jail
and Sheriff's residence is locally significant for its association with the enforcement of local and state
legal codes, and is locally and regionally exceptional for its architecture.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

North ¥z of lot 6 block 28 of the original town site.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Boundary of property historically associated with the 1910 jail.
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG
The following information pertains to photograph numbers 1- 7 except as noted:
Photographer: Jim Gabbert
Date of Photographs: 05/2007
Negatives: OK/SHPO

Photo No. Photographic Information

1 Facing W, East exterior elevation of the jail and residence. Shows current main
entrance.
Facing S; Second floor interior. Shows hallway with trustees’ area at the end of the
hallway and openings to various cells on each side.
Facing SW; Second floor interior. Shows “hardened criminal” cells.
Facing SW; Exterior. Shows NE corner of the jail and residence.
Facing E; West elevation of the jail and residence.
Facing SW; Close-up of prisoner’s entrance to the jail on the NE comer of the first floor of
the jail.
Facing SE; Courthouse Square. Shows northwest courthouse entrance and north
side of jail.
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