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historic name Shafer. John Henrv. House

other name/site number Holvoak Farmstead

street& town Approximately 500 South 400 East 

city or town Moab________________

D not for publication 

D vicinity

state Utah code UT county Grand code 019 zip code 84532

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this ^ nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 
property ^ meets O does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally pD s/ptewide [3 locally^ Qf See dontinuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

Utah Division of State History. Office of Historic Preservation
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

I hereby cenify that the property is:

entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register

D See continuation sheet. 
D determined not eligible for the

National Register. 
D removed from the National

Register. 
D other, (explain:) _______



John Henry Shafer House
Name of Property

Moab, Grand County. Utah
City, County and State

Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

D private 

IZ1 public-local 

D public-State 

D public-Federal

IE! building(s) 

D district 

D site 

D structure 

D object

Contributing 

1

Noncontributing 

1 buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

N/A

Historic Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT/NOT IN USE

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER: Victorian Eclectic

OTHER: Crosswing

foundation

walls

STONE/Sandstone

ADOBE BRICK

STUCCO

roof ASPHALT SHINGLE

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7



John Henry Shafer House Moab. Grand County. Utah
Name of Property

EDUCATION

ARCHITECTURE

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.)

IS A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

13 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

D C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

. pteferlN<*$*;:> ;;:^ .:::*  ,'^;:;.-'^--i-'^'f;.^.; ;;v.;. 
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.

City, County and State

Areas of Significance
(enter categories from instructions)

EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Period of Significance
1884-1891

Significant Dates
1884_______

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
John H. Shafer

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# ________________ 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _____________

Primary location of additional data:

I3 State Historic Preservation Office
D Other State agency
D Federal agency
D Local government
D University
D Other Name of repository:

See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9



John Henry Shafer House____________ Moab, Grand County. Utah 
Name of Property City, County and State

Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

1 1/2 6/2/6/9/0/0 4/2/6/9/3/0/0 2 / I I I I I
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

3 / I I I I I I I I I I I 41 I I I I I I I I I
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property.)
Boundaries extend beyond the current legal description for the house. This area begins at the west edge of 400 East 
street and runs several feet behind the Shafer house west approximately 160 feet, thence north approximately 180 feet, 
thence east following along the Millcreek walkway approximately 160 feet, thence south approximately 180 feet to the 
beginning (see schematic site plan).

Property Tax No. 26-21 -12-7

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The boundaries chosen for the nomination contain property outside of the current legal description that was historically
associated with the farmstead. The legal description includes only property immediately surrounding the house but does
not include any of the historic landscape, so a larger boundary was chosen that provides a better landscape context.

DSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10

name/title Keith Montgomery, Utah SHPO Staff_________________________________ 

organization Grand County Certified Local Government____________ date March 9, 2001___________

street & numberSOO Rio Grande_______________________ telephone (801)533-3559 

city or town Salt Lake City__________________________ state UT zip code 84101

Additional Documentation .!v£;^;;-c^^ 
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

name/title Grand County School District / Ron Ferguson (contact)

street & number 264 South 400 East_______________________ telephone (435)259-1718 

city or town Vernal______________________________ state UT zip code 84532

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Description

Residence
The John Henry Shafer House, built in 1884, is a simple, one-and-one-half-story, Victorian Eclectic 
style building with a cross-wing plan. It is constructed from adobe brick with a stucco finish. It has a 
relatively steep cross-gable roof with open eaves, and the asphalt shingles are mostly failing, 
revealing the original wood shingles. Two brick chimneys extend from the ridge of the roof, one on 
the south wing approximately two thirds of the way toward the gable end and the other on the north 
section just east of where the two wings intersect. The main and upper stories of the original portion 
of the building have single-hung, two-over-two sash windows with simple details such as brick 
segmental relieving arches. Outside entrances are located on every elevation of the house and are 
all similar, having segmental arches and transoms.

There have been two additions to the house, a kitchen (southeast corner) built in the 1920s and a 
bathroom (east-center) built in 1972. 1 These two shed roof additions are attached to the east side of 
the south wing, constructed of brick with a stucco finish, and covered with a corrugated steel roofing. 
Overall, this historic structure is in fair condition; the primary structural failure is the stucco which has 
fallen from all the walls except the north wall and the additions, i.e. kitchen and bathroom; also the 
gable end has fallen in on the south wing. Many of the windows and doors have been boarded up 
and their condition is unknown. Those that have not been boarded up are missing their glazing. A 
complete restoration using tax credits is planned pending National Register listing.

Outbuildings
One non-contributing structure is located within the boundary area of the nomination. This is a small 
(6' x 10') frame and plywood shed used for storage of gardening equipment. This was placed on the 
property in the late 1990s. There are no other contributing or non-contributing outbuildings located 
within the nomination boundaries.

Site
The house is surrounded by open, sandy land adjacent to a schoolyard. To the north of the house, 
the property slopes down to the banks of a creek. Landscaping on the property consists of mainly 
native vegetation including several large cottonwood trees near the creek, a few fruit trees adjacent to 
the residence, and an adjacent community garden to the north and west of the house.

1 Holyoak, interview.
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The John Henry Shafer House, constructed in 1884, is significant under Criteria B and C. Under 
Criterion C, it is significant as possibly the oldest extant residence in Moab, Utah, and is identified 
with the colonization of the area. The cross-wing form of the house, although not an early type of 
residence in Utah, was early for that region. The home is also significant under Criterion B for its 
association with John Henry Shafer, the original owner, who was a prominent citizen during the 
settlement era of Moab and Grand County. Mr. Shafer contributed to both the local government and 
the education system. He helped organize the county government and select the first county 
employees, was Grand County's first representative to the Utah State Legislature, commissioner of 
Grand County for several years, and served on the school board. The site retains much of its 
integrity, with several mature trees and vegetable gardens. Although the house has been abandoned 
for years, a complete restoration is planned for use as office space.

History
The Moab area, located along the Old Spanish Trail in an area known as Spanish Valley, has been 
important to many groups throughout Utah's history because the Colorado River could be easily 
crossed at that point. Both Ute and Piute Indian tribes claimed the land, and were partially 
responsible for the quick demise of the Elk Mountain Mission (National Register listed), an early 
Mormon colonization effort from 1854 to 1855. The area was also used sporadically as grazing lands 
for cattlemen from both Utah and Colorado in the 1860s and 1870s.

The idea of colonization was revisited in 1878 when settlers established the town of Plainsfield in 
upper Spanish Valley. The present town of Moab was officially founded with the establishment of the 
Post Office on March 23, 1880. The town served as a regular stop on the mail route from Salina, 
Utah to the northwest, to Ouray, Colorado to the southeast. At the time, it was the only route in 
southeastern Utah and much of western Colorado.

John Henry Shafer
The original owner, John Henry Shafer, was born in Salt Lake City, Utah on April 25, 1851, the son of 
Mormon immigrants. Although Shafer worked primarily as a rancher, he took part in many 
colonization efforts. When he was about twenty, he packed supplies for Major John Wesley PowelPs 
expedition when they emerged from the depths of the Grand Canyon at the mouth of the Virgin River. 
In 1878, Shafer arrived in the Moab area with other settlers and colonized the upper Spanish Valley, 
southeast of Moab in San Juan County. He helped build the grade for the Denver & Rio Grande 
Railroad through Grand County in the early 1880s, having charge of a crew of men, and also hauled 
freight for the construction of the first telegraph line between Denver and Cheyenne.



OMB No. 1024-0018, NFS Form

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section No. 8 Page 2 John Henry Shafer House, Moab, Grand County Utah

John Henry Shafer moved to Moab in 1880 and married Mary Forbush in 1881. Very little is known 
about Mary except that she was born October 7, 1865, and died May 14, 1889. John married Sariah 
Eveline (Essie) Johnson in November that same year. Sariah Johnson was born December 18, 
1872, in Mona, Utah, and moved to Moab with her parents when she was 10 years old. As a midwife, 
"Aunt Essie" helped Dr. Williams deliver a number of Moab babies. She was also an accomplished 
seamstress and made dresses for many of the women in town.

"Uncle" John Shafer made many significant contributions in the formation and development of the 
community. He was referred to as the "father of the Grand County school system," and it was largely 
through his efforts, aided by a few other citizens, that the county was established and maintained as a 
political entity. In 1890, he was one of three selectmen appointed under the Territorial Legislature to 
organize a county government. During his appointment, he helped select the first county 
clerk/recorder, assessor/collector, coroner, prosecuting attorney, and sheriff. When Grand County 
was created, Shafer was named as a member of the school board. The new county had no funds, 
and inevitably, there was no money available for the operation of schools. Shafer advanced the 
funds to build the first schoolhouse in Moab and to pay the teachers' salaries. Shafer was Grand 
County's first representative to the Utah State Legislature, serving two terms, and was elected to the 
position of county commissioner several times. He was also politically active and organized the 
Republican party of Grand County, being chairman for many years. John Henry Shafer died two 
weeks before his 80th birthday in 1931.2

Other Owners
In 1891, the property was deeded to John and Ester Tangren. In 1912, the property was bought by 
Dale M. Parriot. Richard L. and Sarah Schofield Holyoak purchased it in 1941. Since then, the 
property has been known as the Holyoak Farm.

John Tangren was born July 27,1859 in Sweden and moved to Salt Lake City, Utah with his parents 
at the age of 12. He married Ester Alien in1878 and they moved to Moab 1890. In addition to 
ranching and farming, he was a member of the board of trustees of the Grand County high School for 
many years, serving in that capacity until his death January 18, 1912. Ester Alien Tangren was born 
September 27, 1859 in Ogden, Utah. She served as president of the Relief Society and president of 
the Primary Association for the local ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. She 
died October 6, 1924.3

Dale Martin Parriott was born April 13, 1885 in London, Iowa. He came to Utah with his mother and 
father in 1890 and moved to Moab in 1904. In 1914, he leased his land while he operated one of the 
first motor stage lines in the area. Two years later, he soled his interest in the stage line to the Moab

2 Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 11, 50, 274-275. The Times-Independent. 16 April 1931, 3 July 1952.
3 The Grand Valley Times. 19 January 1912. The Times-Independent. 16 October 1924.
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Garage Company and returned to farming. He married Ruth Cartwright of Delta, Colorado in 1920. 
No information regarding her has been found. Grand County is the leading corn producing county in 
Utah and Moab corn has a history of national recognition. For example, at the 1925 Hay and Grain 
show in Chicago, Moab corn was awarded four out of five possible places with Mr. Parriott receiving 
second prize. In addition to farming, Parriott served a 2-year term as Grand County commissioner. 
He died November 19, 1958.4

Richard Leroy Holyoak, a lifetime resident of Moab, was born January 11,1898. He was well known 
locally as a guide, a great camp cook, and as having a knack for treating both people and animals 
when they were sick. He married Sarah Victoria Schofield in 1922. In addition to being a farmer and 
a rancher, Holyoak served as president of the Young Men's Mutual Improvement Association and the 
Sunday School Superintendent for the local ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Later-day Saints. 
He also served as president of the Moab Irrigation Company, director of the Water Conservancy 
District, and was a member of the Grazing Service Advisory Board for the Taylor Grazing Act. 
Richard Holyoak died June 2 1975. Sarah Victoria Schofield Holyoak was born June 2, 1897 in 
Manassa, Colorado where she grew up and taught school prior to getting married in 1922. She 
served as secretary, and later president, of the Relief Society for the local ward of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Sarah Holyoak also sang with the Singing Mothers, and was a 
member of the Daughters of Utah Pioneers. Sarah died June 6, 1979.5

Architectural Significance
According to survey information at the Utah State Historic Preservation Office, this simple, one-and- 
one-half-story, Victorian Eclectic style building with a cross-wing plan is architecturally significant for a 
number of reasons. There are only four known adobe residences, two with a cross-wing plan, left in 
Moab; the Shafer House is the oldest of the city's seventeen remaining Victorian style; and of the six 
Victorian Eclectic style residences in the city with a cross-wing plan.

The cross-wing house plays an ever-present role in Utah. Because Mormon town planning based on 
Joseph Smith's "Plat of the City of Zion" was promoted early on, nucleated villages were set up in a 
gridiron fashion. With a prescribed number of lots per block, housing, a garden, and a small family 
farm were incorporated into each homestead. Houses were usually placed at the corner of the lot 
nearest the intersection of the streets, which left two sides of the house as potential formal facades. 
With symmetry being a principle concern in the design of a house, the ambiguity of placement was 
somewhat disconcerting to the designers.

Nevertheless, house builders devised solutions that were also in keeping with changing architectural 
trends. By adding another wing to the common single-cell or hall-parlor, another less-formal facade

4 Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 256-257. Tanner, 48. The Times-Independent. 20 November 1958.
5 The Times-Independent. 5 June 1975, 7 June 1979.
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was created so that there was now an entrance onto both streets. With the addition of the wing, the 
classical form of the house was altered to a Victorian type. Thus, not only was space increased, but 
the entire appearance of the house was updated as well. The familiar, and proven, hall parlor plan 
was maintained with the addition of another room, usually in the form of a kitchen.

By approximately 1880, cross-wings were being constructed as a general type, rather than just as 
additions to previously existing homes, although cross-wing additions continued to be a popular way 
to update and enlarge an existing home. The cross-wing ushered in the Victorian house type in Utah 
that would dominate through the first decade of the twentieth century.

In rural areas of Utah, the Victorian Eclectic was the most common of the Victorian styles. This style 
allowed builders and architects great freedom in selecting decorative motifs to achieve picturesque 
intricacy and enhancement of the irregular massing of their designs. As the name implies, however, 
this late-nineteenth-century expression is not a distinct style, but a term used to identify buildings that 
show a combination of elements from popular styles. Like other late picturesque styles, it was 
applied to cottages and other small residences in scaled-down form. The characteristics that the 
John Henry Shafer house exhibits are irregular plan, asymmetrical fagade and roof silhouette, and 
arched windows and door openings.
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Common Label Information:
1. John Henry Shafer House
2. Moab, Grand County, Utah
3. Photographer: J. CoryJensen
4. Date: October 2000
5. Negative on file at Utah SHPO.

Photo No. 1:
6. North elevation of building. Camera facing south.

Photo No. 2:
6. North and east elevations of building. Camera facing southwest.

Photo No. 3:
6. South and east elevations of building. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 4:
6. South and west elevations of building. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 5:
6. South and west elevations of building, showing landscape. Camera facing northeast.




