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1726 N Street NW., Washington, D.C. is a three story with basement, brick, semi-
detached row house. The date of construction is unknown, but it was probably built
in the 1880's. The house is similar to others in the row and is of no architectural
distinction.

Elliott Coues Lived at 1726 N Street from approximately 1887 to his death in 1899.
Although Coues grew up in Washington, his career in the United States Army as an
assistant surgeon took him away from the city. He returned to his native city in the
1880's and lived there until his death.

The exterior of 1726 has been altered. A first story entrance has been removed in
favor of entrance through the so-called English basement. The building is painted a
dull grey. The interior has been divided into apartments.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Elliot Coues was born September 9, 1842, in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. In 1853 his
father took a job with the United States Patent Office and the family moved to
Washington, D.C. Coues completed his secondary education at Gonzaga Seminary and
then entered Columbian College (now George Washington University). He graduated
from Columbian in 1861 and received his M.D. from the same school in 1863. 1In

1862 Coues enlisted in the United States Army and in 1864 was commissioned an
assistant surgeon. At the end of the Civil War Coues decided to make a career of the
Army. He followed the peacetime Army into the West and served there until he
retired in 188l. Although the duties of Army Surgeon were demanding, Coues pursued
his ornithological interests throughout his almost twenty years service in the
military. The highlight of Coues' Army career from a scientific point of view was
his 1873 to 1876 service with the United States Northern Boundary Commission as the
survey's naturalist and secretary.

In 1880 Coues became secretary and naturalist of the Geological and Geographic Survey
(later United States Geological Survey) under Ferdinand V. Hayden. At the same time
he occupied the chair of anatomy at Columbia and was also very active in
ornithological circles. He helped found the American Ornithologists Union in 1883
and later served as its vice-president and president. In the 1880's he also

became active in the theosophical movement, but abandoned his participation after
acrimonious fights with the movements leadership.

During the 1890's Coues turned his attention to the history of the Old West. He
edited approximately fifteen volumes of journals, memoirs, and diaries by famous
Western explorers and fur traders. Among these books were the History of the
Expedition of Lewis and Clark (1893), Journals of Alexander Henry and David
Thompson (1897), and Forty Years a Fur Trader on the Upper Missouri by Charles
Larpenteur (1900). These works, to which Coues' editorial notes and comments make
a valuable contribution, remain essential primary sources for students of Western
History. After a strenuous trip to the Southwest in 1899, Coues became ill. He
broke off the trip and returned to Washington, D.C., where he died December 25,
1899.

Elliot Coues significance in the history of science in America is that he was one of
the country's leading ornithologists during the second half of the nineteenth
century. In addition he contributed to anatomy and the history of the 0ld West.
Coues was essentially an encyclopedist and bibliographer of North American birds.

He was in the descriptive tradition of the great nineteenth century naturalists.
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The great scientific controversy of the period, Darwin's theory of natural
selection, apparently did not interest him. However, his participation in the
mysticism of the Theosophical Society and his contributions to the history of
the 01d West are indications that his interests extended beyond the biological
sciences. As a leading American ornithologist and as an historian and mystic,
Coues was one of the more interesting figures of nineteenth century American
science.



