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& Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Melrose, though not innovative, is a highly successful attempt at per-
fecting the Natchez plantation mansion created at Auburn and Arlington
The dimensions are somewhat larger and the con-
The Doric tetrastyle portico is modified by the
broad spacing of the center columns; the iron railings are notable for
The rear gallery is incorporated in the design and the

25 or 30 years before.
struction more solid.

their delicacy.

hip roof is crowned with a balustrade.

Fluted Ionic columns frame the broad interior openings which have carved
sunbursts in the transom space. Wood mouldings, despite their large
scale and simple profiles, do not appear ponderous.
of Spartan simplicity and the dark marble mantels are simply carved. The
Grecian purity of the architectural setting contrasts sharply with the
ornate Victorian furniture, bronze chandeliers, gold-framed mirrors and

heavy draperies. A carved mahogany punkah is prominent in the dining

room.

Melrose is most remarkable for the quality of the preservation and
maintenance of the house, outbuildings and grounds.
house is a symmetrical service yard; a two-story kitchen, latticed
octagonal cistern house and square brick privy on the left are balanced
by a two-story dairy and identical cistern house and privy on the right.
Slave cabins, a barn, carriage house, and poultry house are more distant.
The approach drive skirts the great, shaded lawns at the front.

Built in 1845 for attorney John T. McMurren, Melrose was his until 1865
when it was sold, with most of its furnishings, to George Malin Davis.
Vacant through a quarter-century, the house in 1901 became the home of
Davis' grandson, George M. D. Kelly, and his bride, a spirited lady who

has lived there for 73 years.

Plaster cornices are

To the rear of the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
i

In a community of magnificent mansions, Melrose is remarkable for the
perfection of its design and the integrity of its maintenance and
surroundings. Its detached kitchen is still used, having never been
replaced by alterations or additions to the main house. Built in 1845,
its ownership has been in only two families; its furnishings have never
been dispersed. The lawns and outbuildings complete a complex designed
and executed as a whole and never compromised by unsympathetic accretions
or encroachments.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PrRomgrTY |0 DEFINING THe CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
—R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
Mo 31° 327 bldst | 910 23 05 - ° =
o ’ " o » 1
NE 31° 32° L1 91 22" Wk
[o] » ” (o]
SE 31 32 22 91 22" L6 -
SW }l 2 39 21 * Q1° 23 Q9. "
e St < —
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROBERTY: 56,1 acres
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Paul Goeldner, Architect, Historic Sites Survey

National Park Service

orRGANIEATI®Non of Historic and Architectural Surveys,

DATE

1/7/74

STREET AND NUMBER:

1100 I, Street NW

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

STATE

District of Columbia

CODE

forth by the National Park Service.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Register.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National [] State [] Local []
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Title
Keeper of The National Register
Date Date

GPO 931.894
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