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Christ, Scientist
STREET AND NUMBER:

206 Main Street
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Natchez

r--v.v.-.-.-.-. ^.v'-•-,-:• •-•.•.•.•.•.•-•.•.-.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.-.•.•.;.•.•.•.•. .•.-.•••. X-Sr.-.-.-.---,-!-.-.---.-.-.-.-,-.-.-.-.-.---.-.'.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.:.-.;.:.-. .•.-.-..-.•.•.•.

STATE:

Mississippi

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Office of the Chancery Clerk
STREET AND NUMBER:

Adams County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN:

Natchez Mississippi 28

^
TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: Q Federal State Q County Q Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

171
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(Check One) 

Excellent Q Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated O Ruins Q Unexposed

("Check One.) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One,) 

Moved ']g[ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Commercial Bank was chartered in 1833. For reasons of 
security, a condition in the design of its building was the physical 
incorporation of the banker's residence, a linear extension of the mass 
of the bank.

The plan of the bank is simple. From the portico one enters a short hall 
with an office on each side. Originally for the bank's officers, these 
rooms have become a salesroom and reading room for the Christian Science 
congregation. Behind these is the main banking room with three tall 
(16/16) windows on each side. It is now furnished with seating for church 
services. The congregation faces a low platform and pulpit placed in 
front of a curtained alcove flanked by the bank vaults. The alcove is 
framed by Greek Doric columns supporting a full entablature.

An identical Doric treatment shelters the entrance to the banker's house 
which faces Canal Street. From its entrance one enters a central hall 
leading to an open stair. The plan is very open; pairs of rooms on 
either side of the hall are connected with large double doors. The 
second floor has a similar room arrangement but is larger because of 
rooms extending over the bank vaults. A galleried service wing is set 
back from the facade of the house at its right.

Although the bank facade is of marble, the other elevations are 
stuccoed brick. The present division of ownership of the building 
places the property line at the front wall of the bank vaults.
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f~) Historic 
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I \ Transportation

G Urban Plannii g 

G Other (Specify)

STA-TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This unique complex unites in a single structure a bank and 
a fine residence, each representing a superb expression of the Greek 
Revival. The bank facade is an Ionic tetrastyle temple of gray- 
white marble; the residence, entirely domestic in character, has 
an appropriately scaled entrance portico with impeccably detailed 
Doric columns and cornice. Interiors are notable for the massive 
scale of the wood trim, particularly apparent in the residence. 
Corner blocks adapt Greek motifs to a specifically 19th-century fashion 
After a sequence of unsympathetic uses, the bank has been adapted 
to use as a church with almost total fidelity to its original 
architectural qualities»
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STATE: CODE COUNTY

NAME AND TITLE:

Paul Goeldner, Architect, Historic Sites Survey
Of Historic and Architectural Surveys, 

National Park Service
DATE

1/7/74
STREET AND NUMBER:

1100 L Street NW.
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

District of Columbia

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State Local Q

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

D-ate

Name

Title

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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