
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries complete applicable sections)

\$&8*jiijjij^^ 'ffffyWyfm-m-f. |:: :?:*:::: :::™^:?^:*?:: . : : :: ::: : : >xi x-:': : : : : : :^: : : : X': :x': : :::::Sx:x : : : : :;x :X: :x:x :x : :X :: :x:: :x::X:XxX: : ;x :x;.x x x •; x'.x-.x-:XxXx xX>x x- : : '' ;x':V '•'- •':'-•'•':-. x.-XxXxX.. :< .:•:•-.•:' vx.-:vX "-

HI

COMMON:

Sam Houston House; "Woodland"
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Sam Houston House; "Woodland"
:'''i(^i^';Jfc:^P'j'i''Vkj' '•' : ': ' : ' : ' : ' : ' : ' : '''-' 'v'vX-X'XvXvX-'vXv •:-:-:-: i X-x-:-:-;-:v.->:-:-: .-: . :•:•:•:•. :•'•' :•. .->.•:•: .-:-. : -.-.-. :•:•'•:-• : :-'•' . .->: •:•••••• "-: . :-.• •:-.•:-.•: :•• :•• : • .- :-.•:•*•' '-• • : . . ••'• •:-: : . .•

^f^tty^ylmMi^^ &^y^: ^;;+;j:;^,-
STREET ANQNUMBER:

Avenue L--Sam Houston Stat^ nniv^rsitv
CITY OR TOWN: " " C6NGRE

Huntsville r^a^it
STATE CODE COUNTY

Texas
l::S:S: : : ::^i-:::iS:*:Ct:iS:ii:^:K:*;i(:iftiS:: : : .'.'. •:'•:•. : : x-xXx'.xxXxywxVx'xvx-.xx'x'x-: '•:• •:¥ Vfy-y: ": -'x' .¥: : x':' x :x : : : . .-• ..••:•..• y -x • x : :?•: ••:•:• x. x : : . : . :x x :x : .; x :x 
|;«j:;::::::^il!fe;^:9:i|JI:R::ll:fo»:;J:::(:!wll:4:X: : . f ii .i^'IJSiO^vi'HSx'S^x AS": ': :x XxXxxVi x- 'W£y*?AX '.&•<;• ': x %.#&* ••< , :x'.x 3: yWf. ':'••: Kf

CO

Z 

O

K 

O

=> 

OH
1-
u>

CATEGORY 
,^ , n OWNERSHIP (Check One)

D District g| Building S3 Public Public Acquisition: 

1 1 Site [ | Structure f~1 Private Q In Process 

| | Object CU B°tr1 Q Being Considere

PRE^Jj^T USE ("Check One or More as Appropriate)

\ 1 Agricultural O Government | | Park 

D Commercial D Industrial Q Private Residence 

1 1 Educational 1 1 Military | | Religious 

1 1 Entertainment Kl Museum | | Scientific

2

UU

uu
CO

STATE:

Texas
COUNTY:

Walker
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

^••tfyyfyS ̂ yX^y^'-y^yyftfffy^ySy. .XvX X X. : x' .X " ::.. f-yly •'t*'g,'$3?'%

ISSIONAL DISTRICT:
No. 2

»S Wilson^ R^p-r^ s ^nta1-iy«
: CODE

Walker

STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

IS Occupied Yes:
i — iii .1 | | Restricted LJ Unoccupied ' — '

d i— i D • i KL Unrestricted 1 _ 1 Preservation work ^**

in progress ' — 1

1 1 Transportation 1 1 Comments 

PI Other fSoecifv)

•yX^:tmxzx;KXf;xy.-yx;-':fW$tftt:f:--*: ;.-'-y\?im$t:f.-<x8^&mftt*®.•.•.•.•.-.-.•.•.•.y.y.y.y.y.y ;.;..; XvX-X-XX-X-X-X-.-.v •-•.-.•.•::-. .-.-:••:•:•:-.-. .• • -.•.-.•.•--. .-.•.•.-...v.;.;.-.-.....-.-.-...-.;.;.x.:.X-:-: •:•'•'
. yy.-.--: yyyyy-y-y-yy-yyyyyyy-yyyyy-y-y.-yy. .-.•:•:•'-: : :-:•-•' • : : i -v-'-:-"'.x.:.:-.-x-x-:-: •-::•• •••x-X'X-:-x-x-:-:-x-

OWNERS NAME: state of Texas , % Dr. Elliot T. Bowers, President, 
Sam Houston State University

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STA

Huntsville

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Walker County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STA

Huntsville

TE: r:ODF

Texas
^lliilliilllilpllliilllllliilll^

TE CODE

Tl TUE OF SURVEY:

None
DATE OF SURVEY: f-| Federal G State Q County Q Loca
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STA TE: CODE

STATE'

1 COUNTY:

ENTR

Y NUMBER

DATE

-n 
O
70•z.
•D 
</l
C </> 
m
O
zr~ 
-<

iff



CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent D Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated E] Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved g Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built by Sam Houston in 1847, "Woodland!'was occupied by him and his 
wife until 1859 when he was deposed as Governor of the State of Texas. 
Houston exchanged part of his property at Raven Hill for "Woodland" 
which, in 1847, was no more than a small log cabin with a chimney of 
mud and sticks.* That year Houston added an open hallway and a 
second log room to the end of the hallway or "dog-trot." A porch 
was built across the front. Above the two front rooms was a loft, 
probably for the house servants until the quarters were finished. 
Plank doors and flat nails detailed the Houston House at first but 
later siding was added. Painted white today, originally the weather- 
boarding was probably whitewashed.

The house was further enlarged the following spring. The loft was 
converted into two bedrooms separated by a grilled breezeway. A steep 
enclosed staircase was added from the lower to the upper hallway. At 
this time the front seems to have become the back: two windowless m 
rooms were partitioned at opposite ends of the garden porch, leaving rn 
between them a loggia for summer dining. The open back of the hall 
was embellished by the addition of a pediment and portico of four 
square columns.

Two one-room, gabled, square log outbuildings stand on the grounds. 
One, a kitchen, is a reconstruction; the other, merely restored, 
served as Houston's law office. "Woodlands" is owned by the State of 
Texas and open to the public.

The boundaries are co-terminus with the State park and include 
"Woodlands" with its outbuildings, the so-called "Steamboat House" to 
which Houston retired and died and the land of the State park. The 
Sam Houston Memorial and the "War and Peace" museums are non-historic 
features. The inclusion of all parkland is essential to the protective 
screening of the houses and their setting reminiscent of the historic 
170-acre estate maintained by Houston.

*William Seale, Sam Houston's Wife--A Biography of Margaret Lea 
Houston (Norman, Oklahoma: 1970), p.
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"Woodland" was the residence of Sam Houston from 1847 to 1859, a most 
eventful period in the life of one of America's mythic heroes. This 
"bang up place," as Houston called it, was the stateman's house and 
law office during his two terms as United States Senator and where he 
lived v/hen elected Governor of Texas in 1859.

As the victor of San Jacinto, Houston fathered Texas independence. 
Overwhelmingly elected first President of the Republic in 1836, he 
served in that capacity again from 1841 to 1844 gaining international 
recognition for Texas and leading the Republic into union with the 
United States, an act which enlarged the country by one-third of its 
present land mass.

"Woodland," this typical Texas hill country cottage of clapboard over 
logs, was his refuge from the political confrontations raging in 
Washington and Austin fanned by extremist and contrary visions of 
secession and abolitionism. A staunch unionist, he was the only 
southern Senator to support all the compromise measures of 1850. 
Through the decade of the 1850s, he tried vainly but courageously to 
stem the inexorable tide of secession. As Governor, in 1861 he refused 
to recognize the authority of the State's secession convention and was 
deposed.

Biography

Samuel Houston, soldier, frontier hero and statesman of Texas, was 
born in 1793 near Lexington, Virginia. After his father's death, 
the family moved to Maryville, Tennessee, near the coveted lands of 
the Cherokee. Houston spent much of his youth with the Indians learning 
their language and customs and developing a deep sympathy for their 
character. He had very little formal education and in 1813 volunteered 
for service in the war against Britain. He served under Andrew Jackson 
at Horseshoe Bend.

In 1818, Houston resigned from the army to study and practice law in 
Tennessee. He served two terms in Congress before he was elected 
Governor of Tennessee (1827). Two years later, when his bride of a
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 30 o 42 , 57 . 95o 33- 14. 
NE 30 o 42 . 57 - 95o 33- 05- 
SE 30 o 42 . 51 - 95° 33. 04- 
sw 30 o 42   50 - 95° 33' 15-

LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES 

3 DEFINING THti ttiNTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 o   n
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8. Significance (page 1) Sam Houston House (Woodland)

few months left him, he resigned his office and went to Indian country 
(Oklahoma), where he established a trading post called the Wigwam. Like 
other traders, he was advisor to the Indians, making yearly trips to 
Washington to plead their cause. By 1833 he was in Texas.

Houston had little to do with the preliminaries of the Texas revolution, 
though he watched the struggle closely He was a member of the convention 
which established a provisional government in Texas and sent Stephen 
Austin to Mexico to secure statehood. When Texas declared independence 
in 1836, Houston was present at that convention. With his commanding 
presence (he stood 6 1 2") and capacity to arouse confidence and enthusiasm, 
he was promptly made commander of the local volunteers and then of the 
Texas regular army. After the fall of the Alamo, Houston retreated 
before Santa Ana amid much criticism. However, he redeemed himself briefly 
a few weeks later when he surprised a superior Mexican army at San Jacinto 
and killed or captured the entire force while Santa Ana was taken 
prisoner.

In 1836, Houston was elected President of the new Republic and his 
2-year term was comparatively uneventful. He succeeded in obtaining 
recognition from Britain, France, and the United States, though he really 
wanted annexation by the United States

When he was re-elected in 1841, the national debt was nearly 7 million 
dollars, the Indians were in an ugly mood and Mexico showed signs of 
renewing the war. When he retired from office in 1844, Texas was 
relatively prosperous and annexation was fairly certain. In 1846 he 
represented the new State of Texas in the Senate, where he served for 
nearly 14 years.

Houston was a lonely figure among his southern colleagues. He was a 
strong believer in the Union and Indian rights and he was the only 
southern Senator to vote for all the compromise measures of 1850. In 
1859 he was elected Governor of Texas on a platform of preserving the 
Union and tried to prevent the State's secession. When secession was 
accepted by a large popular vote, he believed that it did not necessarily 
mean adherence to the Confederacy. He considered Texas an independent 
republic again and refused to take the oath of allegiance to the 
Confederate Government. He was deposed.

Houston refused the aid of Union soldiers to reestablish his lost 
authority and retired quietly to Huntsville, where he died 3 weeks after 
the fall of Vicksburg.
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