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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hayes was built in the period 1790-1801 by Samuel Johnston. It is a 
large frame five-part composition with a 52-by-40-foot two-story central 
block. Flanking one-story quadrant hyphens, each 29 feet long, connect 
the main house with the 20-by-35-foot one-story gable-roofed wings. 
The central block, painted white and with tall windows upstairs and 
down, has a pair of interior chimneys and a hipped roof that is crowned 
by a very large cupola, with pilaster supports dividing the louvered 
openings. All windows are adorned by tall exterior dark-green blinds. 
The northeast or land front elevation has an excellent dwarf, elliptical 
portico, and a rich leaded-glass doorway with fanlight above. The chief 
beauty of the house, however, is the southwest or water side elevation 
where the fine two-story tall-columned porch of the center block is tied 
to the pedimented one-story wings by curved colonnades. The giant 
columns are of a delicate attenuated Greek-Doric order, and support a 
simplified entablature.

At the second-floor line within the portico is a bracketed gallery with 
very fine geometric, wrought-iron railings which are repeated on the 
entrance porch. The colonnades connecting the house and the wings have 
thin, coupled Tuscan columns set at a lower level than the main porch 
which is raised on a low, brick arcade. The wings are particularly 
attractive and have both ends pedimented with a triple window set in a 
recessed arch in each end. The west wing contains an octagonal library 
room with Gothic-style trim of early and mid-19th century date and the 
east wing houses the kitchen.

The plan of the central block includes a simple center hall, at one end 
of which the stair ascends, with a pair of large rooms on either side. 
The second floor has a center hall and four bedrooms. The trim is uni­ 
formly simple, but well designed. The ceilings are high and the plaster 
walls are painted white. Several of the rooms have curious, painted 
borders on the walls and ceilings, which have been restored.

Used as a residence, Hayes is not open to visitors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hayes was built in the period 1790-1802 by Samuel Johnston, a major 
political leader of North Carolina during the War for Independence, 
Governor of North Carolina, 1787-89, and U.S. Senator from 1789 to 
1793. He was also clerk of the Superior Court of North Carolina and 
served in the legislature from 1770 until 1775. Johnston was present 
in Halifax during the meetings of the Fifth Provincial Congress where 
he exerted a powerful influence upon the character of the constitution 
adopted for North Carolina.

Johnston sat in the North Carolina senate in 1779, 1783, and 1784. In 
1789 he resigned from the office of governor to become the first U.S. 
Senator from North Carolina. A strong Federalist, he was president 
of the North Carolina convention of 1789, which ratified the Federal 
Constitution. He served for 12 years as a trustee of the University 
of North Carolina, and as a superior court judge from 1800-1803.

Hayes is a large frame two-story composition with a 52- by 40-foot 
two-story central block. Flanking one-story quadrant hyphens, each 
29 feet long, connect the main house with the 20- by 35-foot one-story 
wings. Johnston acquired the plantation in 1765 and lived there until 
his death in 1816. Used as a private residence, the house is not 
open to visitors.

History

Samuel Johnston was born in Dundee, Scotland, on December 15, 1733. 
He was an infant when his parents emigrated to America, and he obtained 
an elementary education in New Haven, Connecticut. In 1754 he went 
to Edenton, North Carolina, where he studied law and was admitted to 
the bar. In 1767 he was made a clerk of the Superior Court of North 
Carolina and also held the position of naval officer. He served in 
the legislature from 1770-1775.

In 1773 he became a member of the Committee of Correspondence. He was 
also a delegate to the first four Provincial Congresses and was 
president of the third and fourth. Johnston was one of the committee 
of the Fourth Provincial Congress appointed to prepare a constitution
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for North Carolina. The adoption of the constitution was postponed until 
the next congress, but Johnston was not reelected as a delegate. However 
he was present in Halifax during the meetings of the Fifth Congress and 
exerted a powerful influence upon the character of the constitution 
adopted by that body. In 1775 he became one of the colonial treasurers, 
a member at large of the Provincial Council of Safety, the executive branch 
of the North Carolina Revolutionary government, and district paymaster of 
the troops.

In 1779, 1783, and 1784, Johnston served in the North Carolina senate, and 
in 1785 he was named on the commission appointed to settle the boundary 
dispute between Massachusetts and New York. He was elected Governor of 
North Carolina in 1787 and was twice reelected. In 1789 he resigned from 
the office of governor to become the first United States Senator from 
North Carolina, filling that position until 1793.

A strong Federalist, Johnston was president of the North Carolina conven­ 
tion of 1789, which adopted the Federal Constitution. He served for 12 
years as a trustee of the University of North Carolina, and as a superior 
court judge from 1800-1803. He died at Edenton on August 17, 1816.
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