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Before building Ammadelle, Thomas E. B. Pegues contacted architect 
Calvert Vaux who showed him examples of his works along the Hudson River. 
Brought from England in 1850 to become a partner of Andrew Jackson 
Downing, a nationally dominant tastemaker in domestic architecture and 
landscaping, Vaux practiced independently in the years immediately 
following Downing f s death in 1852. After moving to New York City in 1857, 
he invited Frederick Law Olmsted to collaborate on the design for Central 
Park. Their success in this competition was followed by a continuing 
association dominated by Olmsted.

Vaux 1 plans and elevations for Ammadelle were prepared in 1857 when he 
was 34 years old. Additional detail drawings were prepared in 1860 as 
construction was underway. Except for the first floor plan, the original 
signed drawings are in the possession of the present owners.

With the exception of balconies across the rear and a wine cellar, 
construction was complete when halted by the Civil War; the missing 
features have never been added. Subsequent changes have been limited to 
replacement of three first-floor mantels in the late 19th century and 
recent modernization in the kitchen. The quality of the original design 
and construction and continuing maintenance have necessitated minimal 
repair.

Built of red brick with white Italianate trim and black shutters, the 
house has an irregular plan. Porches on the east (front) and north 
provide shaded, open, outdoor rooms. The front entrance is deeply 
recessed and opens into a reception hall connecting through great double 
sliding doors to the stair hall at the rear. To the right are double 
parlors; through the rear parlor one can enter a small library. To the 
left is the dining room with a small conservatory at the south end. A 
sequence of pantries and halls leads to the kitchen in a one-story wing. 
There is one bedroom on the first floor rear and five on the second floor 
The dominant effect of the interiors is one of spaciousness and solidity. 
Vaux1 details are as well ordered as the overall scheme. Vaux was both 
architect and landscape architect. Appropriately, the 7-acre site is 
developed with picturesque curves defining lawns and plantings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Excellently maintained with minimal change, Ammadelle is a fine 
example of the work of Calvert Vaux in the period just prior to the 
Civil War. Though young, Vaux was already professionally respected as 
both architect and landscape architect. Inclusion of a similar design 
in the second and third edition of Vaux 1 Villas and Cottages (p. 313, 
Design No. 32) suggests that he regarded Ammadelle as representative of 
his best work.

Airanadelle's location in Oxford,.Mississippi, demonstrates that wealthy 
Mississippians of that era could keep abreast of architectural fashions, 
The crippled economy which followed so shortly after has protected the 
environment from destructive developmental pressures.
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Ammadelle National Historic Landmark

Beginning at a point in the west property line of North Lamar Street, 
at a distance of 353.4 feet from the North curb line of Washington Avenue; 
thence N 80-09 W, 300.0 feet to the Northeast corner of lot number 39 in the 
Ammadelle Subdivision; thence continuing N 80-09 W with the North line of 
lot number 39, 148.6 feet to the Northeast corner of lot number 40; thence 
N 59-59 W along the North line of lots number 40,41,42, and 43, 330.8 feet 
to the corner of lot number 44; thence N 8-31 E with the East line of lot 
number 44, 61.0 feet to the corner of lot number 45; thence N 39-16 E along 
the East line of lots number 45 and 46, 245.8 feet to the corner of lot 
number 47; thence N 16-01 E along the East line of lot number 47, 141.7 feet 
to a common corner of lots number 47, 48, 58, and 59; thence S 59-29 E with 
the South line of lot number 59, 119.3 feet to the corner of lot number 
60; thence S 59-59 E with the South line of lot number 60, 48.3 feet to the 
corner of lot number 61; thence S 33-59 E with the South line of lot number 
61, 102.6 feet to the corner of lot number 62; thence S 69-59 E with the 
South line of lot number 62, 15.0 feet to a point on the South line of lot 
number 62; thence S 7-10 W a distance of 25.1 feet to a point; thence S 
79-49 E a distance of 379.7 feet to the West property line of North Lamar 
Street; thence in a Southward direction with the West property line of 
North Lamar Street, 368.6 feet to the point of beginning; containing seven 
acres more or less and lying in Section 21, Township 8 South, Range 3 West, 
and in the corporate limits of the City of Oxford, County of Lafayette, 
State of Mississippi.


