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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Webster House, "The Elms," at West Franklin, New Hampshire is 
a tw.OTand-one-half-story frame and rectangular clapboard building 
with gable roof, five bays wide, the shuttered windows contain 
double-hung sash, twelve lights over twelve, except for a smaller 
window above the front door which is twelve over eight. The house 
is entered through a six-panel double door with cornice, pilasters, 
and a five-panel transom. The rear facade has a. similar treatment 
except that a porch has been added. The west side of two bays 
contain windows of six-over-six lights, except for a smaller window 
into the second floor rear room. This window may have been added 
recently.

The front door enters to a small foyer with open staircase rising 
to the second floor which could not be observed. There is a 
central fireplace, but the central chimney seems to have been 
removed above roof level, and covered by the installation of a new 
roof. The basic block has two rooms divided by the central fireplace 
The west room has been partitioned, providing for a kitchen to the 
rear. The larger attachment to the east side of the house was 
probably added some time after the Webster descendents sold the house 
for use as an orphanage in 1871.
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Eberiezer Webster, Daniel's father, moved into this two-and one-half 
story frame house, The Elms, in 18QO. This home was nearby the 
tavern in Salisbury which Judge Webster had operated since 1784 and 
in which the family had lived for the preceeding 15 years. "At1 this 
time Daniel was away at Dartmouth, but he returned to the Elms often 
through the rest of his life since his father lived here until he 
died in 1806. Daniel's brother, Ezekiel inherited ^t 
there until his death in 1829, when Daniel bought it.

The Elms was Webster's experimental farm, vacation retreat, home and 
gravesite of his parents and his. four brothers and sisters--"his 
solace to the end of his days." He decided to enlarge and develop 
the family farm into a prosperous stock farm. His visits to The Elms 
were seldom longer than two weeks, but by 1847, with -completion of 
the railroad lines, he could travel .there from Boston in three hours, 
On these trips he would .visit and entertain- old friends., review the 
farm, hunt and fish.

Today The Elms is an orphanage operated by the Sisters of the Holy 
Cross who have maintained .the Webster house intact except for some 
necessary modernizations.

{For a more complete statement of significance and biography see 
Inventory-Nomination JForm, 
Marshf ield . Massachusetts . "1

1. Claude M. Fuess, Daniel Webster,I (Hamden, Conn.: Archer Books, 
1963), p. 29,
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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National Register,

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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