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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: Built in 1850, Holy Cross Episcopal was designed to
resemble an 01d World Parish Church. Of Gothic Revival design,
constructed of yellow pise de terre (rammed or packed earth).
The stuccoed walls are over 40 feet in height. The roof is of
high-pitched red tile. A corner tower and pointed arches are
also a part of this cruciform structure.

Interior: The walls are stuccoed but are painted gray to give

the appearance of stone. Bohemian stained glass windows, designed
by Violett le Duc, are placed over the altar and on the west

end of the church. The design of the windows over the altar are
of figures, such as Peter, whereas those on the west end represent
the more conventional aspects of the Church, such as the chalice.
A wooden altar, carved walnut pews, and a tracker-type organ

are also in the church. The ergan made by Henry Irwin, is one

of the few still in existence. The floors of the church are
tiled.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Holy Cross Episcopal Church, located in Stateburg, South Carolina
is a major example of architecture produced during the antebellum
period of American history,

Architecture: Edward C. Jones, designer of the Holy Cross Episcopal
Church was one of the best known South Carolina architects of the
antebellum era. (His designs date from c. 1848-1861). Loeated
in Charleston, his office was the training ground for such architects
as Francis Lee (later a partner), Louis Barbot, and John Devereux.
Although structures such as Richard Furman Hall at Furman University
and Trinity Methodist Church in Charleston are still in existence,
much of Jones' work has been destroyed.

Holy Cross Episcopal Church is considered by many as Jones'
most unusual design. Resembling an 01d World Parish Church, this
cruciform structure is a notable example of Gothic Revival. It
was built in 1850, constructed of yellow pis€ de terre - earth
packed between wooden molds, tamped, and left to dry until it becomes
as hard as baked bfick. Walls constructed of pis€ de terre (minimum
depth of 13 inches) are almost impervious to earthquakes. They may
crack but will not collapse. Holy Cross Episcopal is significant in
that it, along with various other structures in Stateburg,comprises
the largest complex in the United States of pisé de terre buildings.

Religion/Philosophy: Serving as a religious center for over one

hundred years, Holy Cross is actually the second church on the site,
having replaced a frame structure built there when the parish was
incorporated.

Science: Buried in the graveyard of Holy Cross Church is Joel
Poinsett, member and organizer of the S. C. Board of Public Works,
U. S. congressman, minister to Mexico, Secretary of War, and first
president of the National Institute for the Promotion of Science
(forerunner of the Smithsonian Institute). An opponent of Calhoun's
"nullification policy," he is probably best remembered for bringing
the poinsettia flower to this country from Mexico.
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ORGANIZATION DATE

S. C. Dept. of Archives and History 4/23/73
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1430 Senate Street
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[T2."STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the Natio
level of signific

1 Park Service. The recommended

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
e of this nomination is:

National State [}
g Date
Name — ATTEST:
Charles E. Lee
Title —
Archives and His tory Keeper of The National Register

Date _Apyil 30, 1973 Date
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