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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Unitarian Church's Archdale Street (west) facade is three-bayed; the
Tudor-arched front entrance is flanked on either side by a twenty-five-foot
lancet-arched window with hood mould. Constructed of stuccoed brick, the
building has false buttresses flanking the main entrance and to the exterio
of the aisles.

The four-story masonry tower is crenellated and has a major window above
the entrance with a crocketed hood mould. Above the main tower window is a
square hood moulded window and above it is a smaller lancet-arched window
with hood mould, too.

The inspiration for the interior Lee drew from the fan-tracery vaulting and

pendants of the chapel of Henry VII at Westminster. Lee's vaulting, however

is not structural, but superficial, made of lath and plaster. The archi-
tect's use of compound piers to "support" the ceiling and to divide the
nave:- - and the aisles is quite good and gives the arches an appearance of

soaring to heights that they never reach physically. A great deal of gothi¢

tracery is used in balustrades and arches within the nave of the church.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Begun in 1772, the church was gothicized by Francis D. Lee between 1852
and 1854. The building is a good statement of the emotional mood of the
mid-nineteenth century when the romantic and picturesque were dominant
not only in literature but also in building design. The building's re-
modeling was handled with a good deal of skill and today it carries a gre
deal of emotional impact still.

Of Gothic revival design, the church has a crenellated four-story tower
and lancet-arched windows; the main entrance is a Tudor arch, while the
eighteen-paned lancet-arched main tower window has a crocketed hood
mould; all windows in the west (Archdale Street) facade have hood moulds.
Lee designed the church's interior to simulate that of the chapel of
Henry VII at Westminster.

The building is constructed of stuccoed brick and has false masonry but-
tresses.

In the architectural survey of Charleston, a jury composed of Dr. William
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, Professor

Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture, Mr. Carl Feiss
and Mr. Russell Wright, consultants to the city, noted this structure as
exceptional. This notation indicates that the building is of the highest
architectural design quality, well-proportioned, and architecturally so-
phisticated. Windows, classical orders or other period designs, chimneys
verandahs, massing, materials, textures, refined detail, and craftsmanshi
are all elegant and innovative. The structure is to be preserved and pro
tected in situ at all costs.
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