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D Object
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Q In Process 

Q Being Considered

[A] Occupied 
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Q Unrestricted 

D No
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I | Museum
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PI Private Residence
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O Scientific
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OWNER'S N AME:

The Unitarian Church
STREET AND NUMBEn.

CITY OR TOWN:

Charleston
STATE:

South Carolina 045

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Charleston County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Courthouse Squarp
CITY OR TOWN:

South G Q45

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Preliminary Survey of Historic Sites in South Carolina
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 Federal State Q County Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

South Carolina Department of Archivps and Hi
STREET AND NUMBER:

P. Q. Box 11188 Capitol Statinn
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia South Carolina 045



CONDITION
[yl Excellent CD Good Fair

(Check One)

Deteriorated |~] Ruins Unexposed

(Check OneJ 

Altered ] Unaltered

(Check OneJ 

Moved fif] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ("if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Unitarian Church's Archdale Street (west) facade is three-bayed; the 
Tudor-arched front entrance is flanked on either side by a twenty-five-foot 
lancet-arched window with hood mould. Constructed of stuccoed brick, the 
building has false buttresses flanking the main entrance and to the exterior 
of the aisles.

The four-story masonry tower is crenellated and has a major window above 
the entrance with a crocketed hood mould. Above the main tower window is a 
square hood moulded window and above it is a smaller lancet-arched window 
with hood mould, too.

The inspiration for the interior Lee drew from the fan-tracery vaulting and 
pendants of the chapel of Henry VII at Westminster. Lee's vaulting, however 
is not structural, but superficial, made of lath and plaster. The archi 
tect's use of compound piers to "support" the ceiling and to divide the 
nave?   and the aisles is quite good and gives the arches an appearance of 
soaring to heights that they never reach physically. A great deal of gothi 
tracery is used in balustrades and arches within the nave of the church.

m 
rn

H 

70

C

o
H



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbion ! Q 16th Century 

Q >5th Century Q 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATElS) (If Applicable and Known) 1852-1 854
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[7] Historic 

Q Agriculture 

RH Architecture 

D Art 
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Q Engineering 
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G Military 
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f  j Political
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losophy 

Q Science 

Q Sculpture

Q Sociol/Human- 

itarian

Q Theoter

| | Transportation

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Begun in 1772, the church was gothicized by Francis D. Lee between 1852 
and 1854. The building is a good statement of the emotional mood of the 
mid-nineteenth century when the romantic and picturesque were dominant 
not only in literature but also in building design. The building's re 
modeling was handled with a good deal of skill and today it carries a great 
deal of emotional impact still.

Of Gothic revival design, the church has a crenellated four-story tower 
and lancet-arched windows; the main entrance is a Tudor arch, while the 
eighteen-paned lancet-arched main tower window has a crocketed hood 
mould; all windows in the west (Archdale Street) facade have hood moulds. 
Lee designed the church's interior to simulate that of the chapel of 
Henry VII at Westminster.

The building is constructed of stuccoed brick and has false masonry but 
tresses.

In the architectural survey of Charleston, a jury composed of Dr. William 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, Professor 
Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture, Mr. Carl Feiss 
and Mr. Russell Wright, consultants to the city, noted this structure as 
exceptional. This notation indicates that the building is of the highest 
architectural design quality, well-proportioned, and architecturally so 
phisticated. Windows, classical orders or other period designs, chimneys, 
verandahs, massing, materials, textures, refined detail, and craftsmanshi3 
are all elegant and innovative. The structure is to be preserved and pro 
tected in situ at all costs.
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