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lESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hibernian Society Hall is a two-story Greek revival structure of stuccoe. 
brick painted white. The portico is hexastyle giant order Ionic with a Corii 
thian pediment (replaced the Ionic pediment which was damaged in the 1886 
earthquake). The Ionic columns remain; the side walls are plastered. The 
entry is large and pedimented with engraved tablets above it and the portico 
pediment has a semicircular arched window. The portico is approached by 
full-width shallow steps,and a-cast-and-wrought iron fence is standing in 
front.

The interior of the Hall possesses a large ballroom and a double stair, the 
flamboyance of which is not suggested by the building's staid exterior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hibernian Society Hall was designed by Thomas U. Walter of Philadel­ 
phia, who studied with Strickland. Both architects are represented in 
Charleston by only one structure each.

The building is two stories and stuccoed brick painted white. The portico 
is 6i?eek^eifAftl, hexastyle giant order Ionic with pediment. Originally 
the pediment, too, was Ionic, but was damaged during the earthquake of 
1886 and replaced with a Corinthian pediment. The columns remain and the 
side walls are pilastered.

The planning of the Hibernian Society Hall dates from approximately 1835, 
when Walter sent plans in answer to an advertisement of the Hibernian So­ 
ciety, a social and charitable organization. His plans were preferred to 
those of other competitors.

In the architectural survey of Charleston,a jury composed of Dr. William 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, Professor 
Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture, Mr. Carl Feiss 
and Mr. Russell Wright, consultants to the city, noted this structure as 
exceptional. This notation indicates that the building is of the highest 
architectural design quality, well-proportioned, and architecturally so­ 
phisticated. Windows, classical orders or other period designs, chimneys, 
verandahs, massing, materials, textures, refined detail, and craftsmanship 
are all elegant and innovative. The structure is to be preserved and pro­ 
tected in situ at all costs.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Page 1

The Hon. Stephen A. Douglas was the pivot individual of the 
Charleston Convention. Every delegate was for or against 
him. Every parliamentary war was pro or con Douglas. Delegates 
and others who were proceeding to attend the Convention talked 
about Mr. Douglas. The questions in every car and at every 
station were: Would he be? could he be? should he be nomi­ 
nated? Could he get a majority of the Convention? Could he 
get two-thirds? Would the South support him if he should be 
nominated? Would the Administration acquiesce if he were 
nominated?1

Halstead went on to describe Douglas' headquarters:

Hibernian Hall the Douglas headquarters is situated on the 
same street [as Institute Hall] a square and a half distant. 
The smaller rooms are furnished with long tables, plenty of 
chairs and writing materials, and a large supply of Sheahan's 
Life of Stephen A. Douglas. The second floor is one large 
hall, and is full of cots for the Northwestern delegations. 
There are several hundreds of them, with white spreads and 
pillows. They are arranged in rows and sections, numbered 
and marked for different States.2

From Hibernian Hall, delegates and spokesmen fanned out across the city, 
most to the Mills House, to sell their candidate. The Douglas people had 
arrived exuberant in their optimistic assessment of their candidate's 
chances. Gradually, however, the "fire-eating" secessionists, led by 
William Lowndes Yancey, eroded hopes of a compromise. Optimism faded to 
doubt and doubt to dejection. Halstead recounts the letdown:

Passing the [Hibernian] Hall this evening, I saw the Douglas 
delegation . . . from Illinois seated mournfully on the steps. 
Their native resolution seemed sickened o'er by the pale cast 
of thought, and to have lost the name of action. They were 
pensive and silent.3

1. Murat Halstead, A History of the National Political Conventions of the 
Current Presidential Campaign (Columbus, Ohio, 1860), p. 1.

2. Ibid.

3. Ibid.
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With the failure to summon a 2/3rds majority for Douglas, or for any other, 
and a secessionist walkout led by Yancey, the convention disintegrated. It 
adjourned ultimately to Baltimore, with yet another faction withdrawing to 
Richmond. The devisiveness resulted in the fractionalizing of the 
Democratic Party; three factions and three candidates--Breckinridge, Bell, 
and Douglas. The split vote insured a plurality, but a victory nevertheless, 
for the Republican Party.
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