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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story brick building has a hipped roof and a notable Adam- 
style entrance. The center of the dwelling under the pediment breaks 
forward very slightly and is decorated at the first floor level by 
an eliptical arch, flanked by two semi-circular arches (a variant of 
the Palladian motif) which embraces the handsome fan-lighted doorway 
and its flanking windows. The basement door is concealed under the 
double stairs by a pair of columns in a Palladian spacing. Windows 
are 6/6 double sash. Marble keystones have been inserted in between 
the red brick headers which form arches above the windows of the facade,

The house has a wide rectangular window on the second floor facade 
which lacks contrasting brick headers with inset keystones of marble. 
In addition to the doorway fanlight is a wide fanlight in the attic 
gable four floors from the ground. The old Charleston bricks in the 
main house were baked on one of the lowcountry rivers. Floors and 
sills are longleaf pine. Cypress paneling in several rooms. E. des 
Brosses Hunter purchased the house in 1937 and restored it to its 
original state.

Overlooking the rear garden are two outbuildings with gothic windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William Black!ock house is, in design, similiar to the Nathaniel 
Russell House. An excellent example of the Adam style, this house has 
a double door entryway placed in a frame of intricately designed 
sidelights and topped by one of the city's handsomest fanlights (elliptica 
The door is set in a wide brick arch that is flanked by narrower 
window arches to either side. The house is massive and is set back 
from the sidewalk just the width of the matched double stairs with 
wrought iron railing that rise over the first floor entry. Two marble 
columns support the platform to which the stairs ascend. The house has 
an unusually large lot and is one of the largest residences in the 
city. It is listed as of national importance in This is Charleston. 
An interesting refinement to note islihe use of red brick, "cutting 
brick", above the windows of the house; 1t is also used extensively 
in the Nathaniel Russell House.

William Black!ock, the builder and owner, was a member of the board of 
the Branch Bank of the U. S. in Charleston.

The house is now owned by the College of Charleston and used as a
reception center. Additional restoration is now in progress to restore
the house as closely as possible to its original state.

In the architectural survey of Charleston, a jury composed of Dr. 
William Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, 
Professor Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture, 
Mr. Carl Feiss and Mr. Russell Wright, consultants to the city, noted 
this structure as exceptional. This notation indicated that the 
building is of the highest architectural design quality, well- 
proportioned, and architecturally sophisticated. Windows, classical 
orders or other period designs, chim&eys=, verandahs, massing, materials, 
textures, refined detail, and craftsmanship ave all elegant and 
innovative. The structure is to be preserved and protected in situ 
at all costs.
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