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OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

Mr. & Mrs. Sterling Harris
STREET AND NUMBER:

501 Pinckney Street
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South Carolina (545
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Beaufort County Courthouse
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Preliminary Survey of Historic Sites in South Carolina
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

South Carolina Department of Archives and History
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Xl Original Site

The house is two-story over an arcaded cellar and is built of clapboard 
painted white. The one-story piazza surrounds the house on three sides 
and is supported by square columns. Unlike most Beaufort houses, the 
piazza is only one-story, and the high arcaded cellar indicates the 
probability of West Indian architectural influence. The sheet-metal 
roof is painted red and the shutters are dark green. The tabby arches o1 
the cellar are pale pink. Double stairs lead to the porch landing; 
the front entrance has both a fanlight and sidelights.

The roof cornice and the front gable are denticulated.

The house is an excellent example of early Beaufort architecture, which 
often combined late Adamesque features with those of Barbados.

The interior mantels, particularly those in the dining room and the draw­ 
ing room, are fine Adam designs.

The interior and exterior of the house have been restored by the present 
owners.

A masonry wall extends to the west and north sides of the grounds; the 
Beaufort River marks the south and east sides.
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Set high from the ground upon an arcade, the house gives evidence of 
Barbadian influence in the single-story verandah that runs the length 
of the front and to the sides. This West Indian influence is well- 
blended with the more formal Adamesque features of the Republican 
period.

Marshlands was built for Dr. James Robert Verdier, who achieved prom­ 
inence when he discovered a treatment for yellow fever. During the 
War Between the States, this house was used as headquarters for the 
United States Sanitary Commission.

The interior and exterior of the house have been restored by the 
present owners.

This is one of several Beaufort houses selected by Russell Wright, AIF 
as being of national importance for its architectonic qualities.
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Hi! ton, Mary. Old Homes and Churches of Beaufort County. The State
Printing Company, 1970. 

Historic Beaufort Foundation. A Guide to Historic Beaufort. The State
Printing Company, 1970. 

Lengnick, Lena. Beaufort Memoirs. n. d.

Harris, Mr. & Mrs. Chester, private notes and conversations.
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